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TH: 
The moſt high, puiſſant, and 
noble Prince ,. 

Duke of „ * , 


Marquis of „* * * * „ 


My Lok p, 


Oc. e. Oc. We. &e. Oc. 


"HE pleaſure which attends this de- 


dication to your Grace, is of ſo 
8 a nature, that very few writers, T 


imagine have ever poſſeſſed the like felicity. 


It is no leſs, my Lord, than a power of ſhew- 


ing how totally the letters of this papiſt 


which J have tranſlated, are diveſted of 
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„ DEDICATION 


all foundation of Oe in the obſervations. 
which * contain. on 


11 T is. too hequently the hard fite of 
writers, my Lord; to be obliged to tranſ- 
late, the works of authors which they do 


not approve, and contradict the ſentiments 
of their hearts thro' a long work in every 
line which flows from their pen. 


+ my Lord, tho! it may ie 


fall to my "ſhare, I cannot let paſs un- 
obſerved, as too many Britiſh tranſlatorg 


might have careleſsly done: I intend there- 
fore to ſhew with the beſt abilities, which 


ſo ſhort a ſpace will allow me, the falſities 
of his obſervations, by the recital of a very 


few of your Grace's virtues, actions, and 


excellencies; and thus oppoſe experience 


to 'peeulaton, 


Yer, my Lord, I implore you to be- 
lieye, that this deſign ariſes entirely -from 
8 ful 


F wp © 


a full conviction of the truth of what 1 
ſhall deliver; and not from any idea, par- 
tially entertained in your favour ;' at the 
fame time 1 aſſure your Grace, that it 
does not ſpring from any baſe inclination 


of flattering you; the truth of which 1 am 


convinced you will have the goodneèſs to 


believe before you have read thro" this ad- 


dreſs; but from a laudable deſire of do- 
ing ſtrict juſtice to your unparallell d parts, 


and fingular character, which I am fully 


aſſured no age has yet produced an equal 
to, and no future . — ; but let me, not 


pretend to dive into 7 receſſes of futu- 


rity, a ſudden t turn of thought towards the 
court of the heir apparent inclines me to 
believe, that your Grace may leave a ſuc- 
ceſſor equal to yourſelf ; in all the high arts, 
and accompliſhments of governing. 
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Ix this dedication to your Grace, 1 


am made peculiarly happy by the two 
moſt deleQable ideas, which can attend 


A 3 | the 
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che human mind z the pleaſure of doing 
you juſtice, in convincing the world of the 
errors, miſtakes, and blunders, which this 


papiſt has aſſerted, and giving. eaſe to my | 


don conſcience, which would not per- 
mit me to üleep in peace, till 1 had de- 
clared to you and my country, the true 
difference which exiſts between my man- 
ner of thinking, and that of the e 
author. it 


Tar. 8 dedication, however, 1 implore your 


. Grace to receive as an haſty ſketch of 
| forme future deſign, and not as any thing 


pretended to be finiſhed; as a hint of what 


people bes pf to think of you, rather than 


wing chat my beat pants to N 
with all poſſible truth and expedition; ſo, 
that there may not remain a ſingle doubt in 


| any one breaſt of this iſland, of the real 

extent of your capacity, and of che true 

; uſd which you have proved to your coun= 
5 * in peace and wart. | 
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{ O NE of the firſt affertions of this ca- 
tholie n. my Lord, is, That the Whig 
des, of evety man's poſſelling a right of 
deciding ; for himſelf i in matters of reli- 


Sion, is deſtructiye of true liberty, and : 


muſt, from the love of power ſo natural 


to man, terminate, in making a | miniſter ; 


. abſolute,” 2 f 


Nernins is fo apt to deceive, my 
Lord, as ſpeculative reaſoning z the web of 
which is finely ſpun from arguments a 


Priori, where men pretend to draw from 
cauſes | thoſe conſequen: es Which expe- 
rience teaches us are never to be found 
in the ſequel: : in . this manner was this 


author deceived. | 
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behaviour of your Grace, and many other 
m, Wen Nos” i 3s Ge 0 
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Gen it ever. * forgotten, | my. 1 
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%. the 1 7 — and people of England, 
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with What amazing modeſty ,. reſi ignation, 


N. 341 


: and Humility, our Gere | acc panied 


——— 


with many other complete Whis $9, 6 S 


iin gen 


to relign i into the hands of 1 your. Maſter 
all the high offices, poſts, chatges, Ro- 
nors, and advantages you enjoy d, in pre- 
ference of one ſuperior underſtanding, 
en = to take to his council. 


f n i vivar 21 Haid 
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1 * this did you: not "*plotioufly deter- 


mine to acrifice all brate intereſt, "and 


lose! > 
relinquih all particular advantage? Ane 


© ——_—_—— 201 A . 
this, my Lord, at a time when rebellion | 


13 ID 1011 


was in the land, your maſter engaged in 


a war on the continent, and the money- 
Jjobbers of the city refuſed to; lendfthe 
ſupplies to every one but you, even at this 

-inftant when. it — ee for his 


| | — | 
22 * g 0 > 


| tc diſplace you. | Such was the 
conſciouſneſs of your own Worth, obe⸗ 
dience to your NMaſter, and promotion of | 


your country's. weal, that 00 would Una 
nimouſly habe ſurtendered all poſts, h- 
Hors and profits into his hands, on teas 
count of oe man, bf Wknowledg ged | 
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05 kick Abies enteo, and 
diſintereſted 4 actions, "Dre from the love 
of power? ſhall Whigs hereafter be ſig- 
-matized' with arbitrary diſpoſitions, when 
10 reign can produce one inſtance of 
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30 Tris; my Lord, this Engle ift nee 1 


ſufficient to demonſtrate the falſchood f 


this papiſt's aſſertion; 3 it proves " that the 


practice of *a Whig manifeſtly contradicts 


his ſpeculative conceptions ; that hui 


1— 2 and duty, are the 


may 


effects 
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equal humility” and ieee ir in a mini- 


* DEDICATION. 


effects of thoſe cauſes and principles, which 
he aſſerted would generate pride, arregance, 
diſobedience, and uſurpation. Here, my 
| Lord, give me leave to rejoyee with you, in 
producing this happy proof of experience, 
which ſo thoroughly clears, you and all 
Whi 88, from the malicious inſinuations 
| that are contained in this popiſh author; 
fince the firſt amals of the Britiſh empire, 
it could never be ſaid with ſo much truth 


. a at preſent, The you can do, no e, 
: gl Wrn whoa piety thn your be pre- 
ſerve, gray hairs, and declining life, from 
il that fatigue, which, attende loeking into 
* public affairs; and diſpoſe of all things 
without diſturbing the quiet of his days? 
With what wonderful invention do you 
deviſe means to keep that intelligener 
| which would diſpleaſe him, from his eyes, 
and lull him with n * arp nk 
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Tus care and pain of diſtributing all 
things, either honorary, or lucrative, your 
Grace has ſo prudently euſed your Maſter's | 

hands of, that in all the late changes and 


appointmetits of his ſervants, the very let- 
ters which compoſe his title, were never 


e wn He ey" 
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ob is aid, his choke hana 
; of vnn to the honourable ##**; the office 


ef wn to the right honorable * the 


garter to the moſt. high and puiſſant mou 
80 tender are you in troubling his re- 
pole; thus are you at once the nurſe of 
ves, and people grown old | and are. 5 
neee . 


'P 


es is the <a lens Wadde as 
your Grace for the immenſe care you have 
_ thewn,. in exonerating his ſhoulders of , 
ptove an equal inſtance of your attention, 


| parted i fire ? Can you fail of continued 


politely treated his father and;-grand-fa- 


u DEDICATION. 


to his eaſe alſo? with the moſt becoming 


modeſty. you. decently contrived to ſup- 
plant him at that univerſity, over which he 
wiſhed./to, preſide; even contrary to his 


will you procuted yourſelf. to he elected 
head of that place, and bravely dared his 


diſpleaſure, to ſave him from the trouble 
which attends ſuch a charge ? Cantthe pre- 
ſent ſon forget your affection for his de- 


1ars from him, Who have thus alike 


ther? Will he not hereafter ſhew his ſenſe 
of theſe proceedings? 2 How ridiculous then 


to aſſert, that the preſent adminiſtration 


of affairs requires the principles of a Tory; 


..wy preſerve the king's .-prerogative, and 


peoples rights, from the ambitious views 


of a ; Whig-adminiſtcation | 
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© In matters relating to religion; my 
Lord, give me leave to obſerve, that this 
author is equally miſtaken, as he is in 

| thoſe 
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thoſe of the Whig· principles. But when 
we conſider him as a papiſt, bred under 
the darkneſs of Jeſuitiſm, in a land of fla: 
very and church- deſpotiſm, imbibin g pre- 


5 judices from infancy by this education; it 
is not much to be wonder'd at, that 6 


paths which you purſue in policy ſhould 


be incomprehenſible to his cireumſeribed | 


conception. 5 


Rrlic ion, my Lord, may be allowed 
in Italy, in a land of arbitrary power; it 


may form one part of government where 


men are born ſlaves, compoſed. of all the 


depreciating faculties and paſſions, that diſ- 


grace human nature : in that country in- 


feed, the belief of a God, and of future 
rewards and puniſhments, may be of pu- 


blic utility, and neceſſary to influence the 


lives of the inhabitants, 


Bur in Britain, a land of liberty, where 
the innocent natives are almoſt returned 
W 8 5 = 
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be truly free, whoſe daſtard foul dreads e 


each other, that ſuch humiliating tenets 
have been totally extirpated during your 


has been ever allowed the diſtinguiſhing 
mark of a legiſlator and ftateſman, to en- 


rer ere nen ves We! 


to a Nate of nature, ean à man be ſaid to 


by the darin apprebenſions of puniſh- g 
ment in another world, for actions which 
his conſtitution continually * him to | 
commit in this, 


tow ought we then to congratulate 


adminiſtration? Right reaſon, the love of 
virtue, moral rectitude, and the fitneſs of 
things, are the ſole motives which influence 
the nobler parts of a' Briton's mind: you 
done -are the terror of the guilty. Fd 


In all aka Rates, my 15 it 


courage thoſe kinds of commerce, where 
the original materials are of the leaſt worth, 
and the chief value of the commodities 
ariſes from the labour of the people ; in 

, this 


DEDICATION. av 
this art, your Grace, and your imrnortal pre- 
deceſſor, have excelled all the ſons of en. 
| You: haye created a gainful merchandize 


without labour, from. rnaterials of no va- 


ro inſtance i in one reſpet only ; 3 what 
was the ſingle article of conſcience worth 
in this kingdom, before your adminiſtra- 
non? the utmoſt that could be faid in fa- 
vour of the beſt was, that it gave a man 
1 chearful countenance, and made his ſlum- 
bers ſweet and eafy. But, did it fate the 
hungry appetite, ar clothe the naked limbs 

of virtue in diſtreſs ? Of what uſe was 

it chen to * n | 


WIR, your priadential, and virtuous oh | 
- miniſtration, how conſpicuous is the change? 


Not a little borough remains in England, 
where the very worſt of all confciences 

may not be. fold once in ſeven years, for 
what is ſufficient to ſuſtain a moderate fa- 
ny n time ; ef ſuch increated 
W value 
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x DEDICATION 
4 value has that trifle been made thro all 
1 England, during your ſuperintendance of 
1 the nation's welfare; and tho” your Grace 
cannot be ſaid to be the firſt dealer in this 
commodity, to your immortal honor it 
muſt be allowed, that you have more than 
_ trebled its value, fince you have taken it 
under your protection, and voluntarily con- 
deſcended to be conſtantly choſen maſter 
of that company which are the "greateſt 
traders 3 in that merchandize, 1 


* f * 4s 
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How great then are theobligations which 


ſtarving virtue owes to your charitable diſ- 
I poſition? What thanks are due to ſuch 
0 public ſpiritedneſs, and care for poverty in 
0 diſtreſs? When will the ſtupid n re- C 
1 . * n W deſerve? 10% 491138 17 


No OR is your | public-ſirited Apen 
eonfined to chis country alone; the neigh- 
bcouring iſle, which depends on this king- 
dom, has felt the auſpicious influence; 
the judicious protection which you gave 

. to 
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to a certain favorite, has created ſuch £ a mar- 
vellous ſpirit of patriotiſm, as cannot be 
equalled in all ancient ſtory; what floods of 
claret have been exhauſted in loyal healths to 
his majeſty, by this your prudent manage 
ment? To what degree muſt a miniſter be 
loved, when one ſingle action can produce 
ſuch an univerſal ſpirit of patriotiſm in a na- 
tion? Would you not ſuſpect me of adulation, 


if T ſhould deliver my real ſentiments to your 
Grace? Can ſuch a people ever be tempted 
to revolt againſt this darling miniſter ? 
Ver to your eternal fame, this ſpirit 
reſts not there : the commands which have 
been given to the governors of the Britiſh 
plantations, particularly New-York, have 
created an equal eſteem for you in that 
country; the ſingular mildneſs of expreſ- 
ſion in their ſpeeches; and the ſacred - 
neſs, with which you obſerved your pro- 
miſes made, during the laſt war, have 
united the inhabitants univerſally in one 
VoL I. A” | paſſion, 


xhili DEDICEATI ON. 


paſhon, ſentiment, and opinion towards 
you. There is ſcarce an iſland or colony 
where the Britiſh power preſides, which 
is not filled with admiration of the goret- 
nors you ſend, and of you who ſend them. 
Never was thete an union at home and 
abroad, in the judgment of all ranks and 
degrees, concerning the miniſterial abilities 
of any man, equal to that which is to be 
found in their eg of n Grace. 5 


H o w thankfully will the Americans 
receive the twelve-hundred foldiers, \ which 


Ka are ſending to their aid? How equal 
to the taſk of deſtroying the ſettlements. of 


Canada and Miſſiſſippi, is this ; military force? ? 
Which, conſidering the ſuperiority of Brit- 


tiſh courage, and {kill of its officers, to 


thoſe of France, and that the French are 
but ten thouſand ſeven-hundred regular 
troops (not quite ten to one); what proba- 
bility is there that they can look us in the 
face, and how feaſable is the project of dri- 


ving them out of the American continent? 
4 INDEED, 
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_ InDEED, my Lord, the Americans are 
a hard-headed and ſtubborn race, deſcend- 
ec from thoſe. fathers, . ho are great ene- 
mies, to miniſters; they have ſhewn in 
the late wars that they dare to fight, and 
will follow no leaders but thoſe born ii ; in 
Woes own country: for this reaſon it may 
ned you have ſent them officers 
from. 7 this | kingdom, leſt being innured 
to martial affairs under their own coun- 
trymen, they: may declare themſelves inde- 
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Buy this fingle thought you have fully 
contrived, that they flrall raiſe no army, and 
thrown. the blarſe on the mers, Who 
will not inliſt under the natives of Eng- 
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3 you Rona: acne yourſelf from 
a impeachment of neglect, in ſuccour- 
ug the Americans, prevented a war, and 


b 2 og, given 


they would infer, that your attention ta 
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given no umbrage to the French governs 
ment, i 

Tn1s appears to me the moſt machi- 
vilian and refined ſtretch of all human po- 


Norris, my Lord, is ſo common 


amongſt men of feeble underſtanding, as 


to form judgments, and found prejudices | 


on the maxims and manners of their illuſ- 
trious anceſtors ; becauſe Horace, Juvenal, 
and other ancient Greek, and Latin writers 


of immortal honor, exclaimed againſt in- 
formers as the moſt deteſted race of men, 


theſe pi is hi ghly nen 


B UT 4 ! fach is "Ps es 
ken into your policy, ſo abſolutely different 


from that of Minos, Solon, Lycurgus, and 
Numa, choſe drivelers in the old ſyſtems | 


of governmegt, that they do not proves 
one 


dented” manner of n 8. 
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one excellence in your new 1 WN 


* 
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Wir any man 1 to condemn this 
inclination in your Grace, who has heard 


of that bloody rebellion ſo deſtructive to 
this nation, which was carried on by 


three drunken boys in the univerſity of 
Oxford; or of that plot, which makes 
every chriſtian 8: blood run cold wi ith hor= 


rob at the recital of it; that horrid plot, 


which was like to prove ſo deſtructive 


to all England, becauſe it was ſo ſecretly 
conducted, ſo ſecretly concealed in rags, 


was all men of ſenſe believe; it had ne- 


ver been diſcovered but for him that in- 


-vented itz - can ſuch diſcoverers be deno- | 


minated informers, too well rewarded, or 
too highly diſtinguiſhed! ? Can you be too 


much adored, for thus watching over the | 
a W nation. "a 7 


Ye 1. give me e to cee that 


1 this malicious papiſtical author, has not 


Þ 3 pene- 
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penettatedintothetruedeſign of xt Graco 
in this behaviour, no man has manfsſted. 
more indignation cg theſe peſts of ſo- 
ciety than yourſtlf. nom 1 441% 
Lied eat oH 23910 21 ul golentoat 
„Feng bee kills! -as Well as l AHů 
man living (being moſt extremely profoumſl 
in che knowledge of püſt and preſent 
hiſtory, the manners: df aheient and ind 
dern kingdoms, and the ſyſtams of all for- 
mer legiſlators) that it Has ever been the 
undeviating Cuſtom for all honeſt men to 
donſider ſuch traitetous aid degenerate 
| beings, as fellows branded in ithe forchead = 
= the infamous mark of inforgiation!: 


2 : 13 i£ P 488; 
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«Ty then muſt of: canſegpenge make 
chem, deteſted, and ſbun'd by all hongf 
company. The felon, burnt. in the hand. | 
bears that ſtigma, which, muſt for 18 R 
prevent his being employed by all, Vier 

tuous people ; thus obliged to continue "the 
1 8 1 5 W f at laſt the 


i „e 
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gallows terminates his illuſtrious race of 
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In like manner the informer, | deteſted 
and excluded from all yirtuous ſociety, mark- 
ed, in his face by the feelings of his con- 
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ſcience, muſt naturally have wanted bread, 
and continued In. the fame execrable em- 
ploy, if your ſuperlatiye prudence had not 
placed. him aboye neceſſity ; and thus chari- 
tably,virtuouſly, honorably, conſcientiouſly, 
and. chriſtianly, prevented him from all fu- 
ture inclination to treachery and information. 
How exalted then 18 your conception in 
this inſtance of refined policy? ? How ef- 
fectyally : are theſe miſcreants withheld from 
all future ingdious deſigns againſt their 
fellow-creatures ? How abſolutely are all 
: others diſcouraged from attempting the like 
baſeneſs, leſt like too many of late, they | 
ſhould be exalted to ſome high Ration, 
and thus become a conſpicuous and flagrant 
objea of the public ſcorn ; How new, un. 
„ com- 


formers ! ! 
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common, and deciſive i is this your manner 
of ſuppreſſing this execrable race of in- 


We 


M NIS TER 85 my Lord, have frequently 


met with unſuitable returns from the 


people, whoſe happineſs they ſuperintend- 


ed; but no one has ever received uſage ſo 


unequal to his deſerts, as your Grace : 1 


your eye, ever watchful over the morale 


and religion of the ſubjects, (witneſs the 
many laws, which have been made in their 


favour during your adminiſtration) could 
not behold the declining cauſe of Chriſt 5 


without much ſecret very ſecret grief, and 


repining ; ; inſtigated by this decay, you i 


ouſly determined to recall the languiſhin g 
ſtate of chriſtianity, by intendin 8 intima- 


tely to mix the Jews, the choſen people of 
heaven, with this nation. What ſanguine 
hopes did this beget of reſtoring the chriſ- 
tian religion? How would morality have 
been improved by this race, ſo remakable 


for 
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for the ſtrict obſervance of it all « over r Eu- 
rope? | 92 | 
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Turs law, unh was to . 80 chem 
the civil richts of ch riſtians, to encourage 
their coming hither, in Jour haran gues 
you infiſted to be of the ' utmoſt public 
utility; your told us, it was made to mend | 
ue people,'an and then you lach it was revok⸗ 
ed to pleaſe the people; ; it was created 
with vi gor, becauſe it was a moſt excellent 
law, and it was ſuddenly abrogated, becauſe 
it was never proved to the contrary : how 
refined is this policy! how convincing is 
the manner of reaſoning! new and un- 
known to our mole- eyed anceſtors; how 
few mortals can diſcern your a Mr de- 
| =. fs in Wa inftitations?--- or rotate 
abr "ER my Lat . alſo hk 
| equal injuſtice been exclaimed againſt; it is 
that, which has been made WO” clan- 


deſtine marriage, „ 
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SHALL young people, m ld, aQtuat- 
ed with the paſſions Which "God only has 


given them, be permitted to chuſe partners 
for. life, becauſe they loye £ach other, , an 
it. is a. Matten Which relates, chiefly to theis, 

happineſs? Where then is the, wiſdom 
which grey hairs afford to age, and the di; 
ſeretion whigh ſeyenty imparts to judgments | 
in Joys-affajrs,; when they ;pa;longer. taſte 
the . remain of 7 We been „ 


* 


10 DIBROIGH * "uy 

he: chis, . 3 "ry 
Fit ewes AGE in all his former re: 
marles; he does not conceive, that miniſters 
are obliged tao frequently: to. diſguiſe their 
true. deſigns from vulgar; eyes and cemmon 
obſervation, to make one object paſs for an- 
other, and conceal truth by - cared ap- 
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8 i; bus Bech 80 long, my Lord; a juſt 
complaint, that the inferior clergy of this 
_ land 


b. E) 101 HQ: N. pal 


nd Garycd in logroing, penny. andneelets 
whilſt che woleyjencd, and. di gie wallows 
edit: sun e and ex ceßß 1 dhat the pious 
2nd humane Kurste, who fofficiated in his 
duty with. dec enpyn was. fearge clothed 26 
hal ougbt i Hit rector, like; Nines,: fairęd 
barhptuouſly gvery day clag. in fog Bren. 1 
du eel 750 bn Avid  baſtifdaſis off 

Tarts complaint, by Jne-ſaperior firoke, 
is at laſt effectually removed by this piouſly 

intended law z ahbe diſtrefſed. gurates. will all 
ſdpoccily be provided: for in America: and 

idemmbents dbliged to de their duty tham- 
ſehyes: thus there will n more remain 
that ohjact ee e Who have 
Ver- Nag. cod 210 91 fl ties no 


Vieh Hut grade bacinitibns | Mos botlien 
tbe N Lord; it was necsſſary _ 
cal this: your intentiot forrtlie eſtabliſhed | 
clergy, from the jealous eyes of preſbyte- 
rians, leſt this kindneſs, ſo partially ſhewn 

to men een . Worm 
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was there a more unjuſt allegation again 

man, than this which has been afferted, 
that you are an enemy to liberty. When 
alas! fo true is the contrar 
tion, that there are public aſſeinblies per- 


wi DEDICATION. 
| you, which you are conſcious they ald 
Ways withdrew -on the leaſt neglect, and 


thus deprive you of that kind of affiftance, 


which is not to be expected from thoſe of 


the eſtabliſhed religion: With what addreſs 


was this your pious deſign dicguiſed in this 
law? How. apparently does it prove, that 
che eſtabliſhed 1 and her ſons are 
. eee 0 tu' 
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y of this afler- 


mitted and undiſturbed, where full liberty 


is allowed to diſpute the exiſtence of that 


| God which forms: the: * ol che nation · 
al religion. | 


— 
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Ys merits, how. can. this allegation 


proceed from your lips ? isnot this a liberty 


| unknown 8 
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unknown, and unallowed in any nation, po 
gan or chriſtian, . to this WP. | | 


How can it be aſſerted, that your Grice 


no bounds to it? How can you be ſaid to 


% — — 2 —— — 2 — ets 


intends to deſtroy liberty, who have given 


be the enemy of the chriſtian religion, 
who have allowed ſuch freedom i in ſearch- 


+» 


in Ng into its truths? * 


# 7 5 . 


Ix PE E D (your Grace wil pardon this 
ſeeming flattery) you reſemble your Cre- 


ator in nothing, ſo much as in that liberty : 


which was firſt given to our parents in 


: Eden, to eat of the fruit of all trees but 7 


one; in like manner, free liberty i is given 
to pluck from the —— religion, laws, 
public and private property and character; ; 
the tree of knowled ge was the only inter. 
dicted thing g in Paradiſe; ; the examination 


of your policy, in Britain ; two things 


which, tho' totally unlike, : are yet my Lord, 


"qually myſtical and inexplicable : can 


thie 
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this ſingle: reſtriction be deerhed à breath 
of liberty? . | ya 1111 03 8 19 70 118 


NM y Lord thete ats many which accuſe 
you with ſtrange deſigns againſt your coun- 
try's welfare: ſuxely nothing was ever done 

with equal injuſtice ; 1 am convinced. that ĩt 
would be extremely eaſy for me to prove, 

that you have been totally void of all deſign, 
thro' the whole tenour of your adminiſtra- 
tion; your very enemies the French, have 
ever been Aly convinced of this wrath, 


A; ND a my Loo, 1 ſpeak from. cer= 
tain knowledge, and therefore, the mare 
boldly aſſert, that no Britiſh miniſter eyer 
poſſeſſed an equal intereſt i in the opinion 
of the French king and his miniſtry; ; DAY, 
ſuch is the regard which they: profeſs for 
you, that ſhould any popular attempt re- 
move you from. your maſter's ear and coun- 
eil, 1am thoroughly convinced, that not 
only the moſt chriſtian King, but his whole 
court, would unite in one petition for your 
being 
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nots; ſich intereſting mpteſnon you Habe 


created in the hearts of yout very ene ; 
miles: Four preſents ate the thoſt accept. 
able, of all hioke which arfive at Belle 


Veue ; the marchioneſs never fails of fil 


ing at the mention of your name, your 
actions afford the ſubject of many a pleafant 
converſation, between this lady and her roy- 
al lover; ſhe dignifies you with the name 


of the moſt chriſtian miniſter, who having 
been ſmitten on one cheek, have turned t to 
them, ſhe ſays, the other alſo; Nay, a ſtory 
of you will, create a hugh of approbation, 
in the moſt: melancholy hours of his ma. 
jeſty, when every other attempt has proved 
abortive; ſuch 18 your power and intereſt, 


wok nation of our natural enemies. 1 
by 1 


FE, Z 1 T is a + plancholy erin} why 
Lord, that men in high ſtations can hd 


— 


more avoid the ſcourge of caluinny, than 
y they can exiſt. without food; 1 is | there- 
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u the more to be n PR fo lits. 


tle a ſhare has fallen on your Grace. The, 
Tories are eternally exclaiming againſt the 


inattention which you have ſhewn te form- 


ing a militia, and this Papiſtical author 


kas joined i in the clamour, 


By UT, my Lord, in this 8 as in 
all the precedin g. they do not penetrate 


your true deſign, and manner of govern- 
ing; ſhall the brave peaſants of Britain 


conceive, becauſe they are naked and un- 


armed, that they are not a match for the 


regular troops of the French monarch ? 


Shall we free born Engliſh, intimate the 
leaſt appearance of timidity? ? what ill. judged 


temerity would that be, which the Tories 


call prudence ? ſhould your Grace arm and 
diſcipline the peaſants of this land, would 


not this miſtaken prudence be conſtrued 


by the French, as an apprehenſion of an 
invaſion from that nation, and conſequent - 
iy, would they not invade us thus armed 


and 


\ 
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and equipt, becauſe of theſe tokens'of fear ; 
this they will neyer dare to attempt, whilſt _ 
they ſee us unarmed and unafraid? What 


raſhnefs 0 en, to confeſs ſuch daſtard,, di. \ 
poſitions, by providing qurſelyes with, arms, 
and. thus, as it were challenging them, to 
ice i cds 1 


A #34 
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ys 1 51 * * my I the 2 8 
N lence of a miniſter is, to be thoroughly 
acquainted \ with the manners, and way of 
chinking, of thoſe; nations. with whom he 
1s- engaged; 3 ; the indiſputed characteriſtic 
of the, French nation ois politeneſs ; will 
theſe polite eople then violate that 
character, and come 8 armed, to u 
r that is diſarmed, and in no condi- 
tion to receive them? or, if we ſhould: arm 
ourſelves, would not they immediately, | 
actuated by the ſame. polite ſpirit, pay us 


* 
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a viſit becauſe we ſes m to be prepared ts | 
receive them as we eie ooifturts; i 
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| $ | 1858 * K I s, my Lord, is another 9 
inſtance of that uncbittmoh penetration, . 
which you abound” in above all men, a 


þ ſample” of that exquifitely curious man- 
| ner of goveraling, und Caving the” Ratlos 


money, abſolutely unknown to our thick- 
ſighted anceſtors; the kingdom is fafe 
: from alt Neale, from the nature of our 
enemies, Why then a military power to 
prevent an invaſtön which cannot happen? 
| Thus 2 have molt adimirably traf(- 
mute chat Which his been hitherts ſar- 
Ceſtically ſtyled the tnoſt palpable negleR, 
Into the moſt refined! policy, A policy, my 
Lord, equally refined aud perſpicuous in all 
its parts, 1 this laſt inſtance that T have 14 
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Fu Tur E is yet atiditier © kaputten a- 
Famſt your Grace, "Which, with his uſual : 
injuſtice, this writes Has thrown d upon you; * 
it | i my Lord, the inattention which you 
. have 
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prbäee 7 numberleſs Inſtänees bf the 


prede prbViſion Which 500 hübe made for 
the moſt feupid, unlettered, and Worthicls of 
God's creation; cn "Ve evticeived: then, 
that this can ariſe from any thing, but igno- 


rance where t true 3 18 to "Ye foi uf M ie 
your Oy. could” | diſcover white! Fes 


is it to be Hs the 


be e l 11 1 honor, the forts 


tue, impudence to to modeſty, deceit to 1 


Juſtice; hen 1 Fa this, imputed : 2, "a crime tg to 


y9us Grace, W 1 995 54:4. 
en l E of ics 
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the.;true diſtin 


was wall concealed from Rn? 
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; have ſhewn, towards providing for men 


of genus and learning My Lord, can 


at lüfortnerte Feng - 


of dullneſs to thoſe of gels, "vice" to Fes 


tegrityy irreligion to piety? ? 7555 * in⸗ 


arg by, nature and { 22 


difference. Can any man who ſhines o 


eminently, | in el, the: hegte, of fan miniſter, | 
be ſo -Jefici h in u is, of of g, man, unles 


ion, of merit al ; ge 1 25 l 
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ternal objects, dich may ſtron 9 * oo 


2837 to ack as Th f r of theſe 


oY ninth lo 97 
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14 them ba. any. one, thing, my, Lord, : 
in which the works. of the author hieb 


L: have-4ranflated, ſeem te ,coingidg . 
the conduct of want u. vit, is 
in W 9 m | {noi 12975 G bod 
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public companies ; 


preg 1 WY . 1 = 
the minds of thoſe who have been miiſ- 
taken, i into one opinion of you; and ſhewn, 
hoxv truly your adm miſtration differs from 
the remarks of this blinded Papift, > _ 5 
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other i inſtances I [ could A oro 


that nas ever N found in a the admini- 
ſtration of former ſtateſmen; your wars 
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conduc ed, and peace concluded, in a man- 
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ner the moſt amazing to all Europe; your 
Mill in encouraging | trade by promoting | 
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tional wealth by making paper equal in va- 
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lue with gold, the former of which we are 


not likely to want, and may ri remain in this 
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land, after every duſt of the latter is EX- 
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I T as it is s prabable, my Logd tha! this 5 


= have great influence on your. friends, 


that your chemies, may Rill perſiſt i in their 


obſſigacy of opinion, regarding your « Grace; : 


1 intend to ſpcy7 the true and eſſentjal dif- 


ferenge . the times of Charl es, the 


firſt. and. che preſent, betyreen, the, then 


Lord Strafford and your Grace; 5 draw a 


compariſon « of his underſtanding. and your : 


Sracy 5, your virtues and his, his _ 


luden at that time and; at — your 
| parliamentary knowledge and that, of that 


nobleman, the taxes levied then and now. 
and ſhew che national incumbrance at each 


umb f thro! the whole examination 1 mall 
endeavour to ſtrip off the deluſive ſurface, 


tially with this; and then analiaing the 
different times and manners, che cauſes of 


1 5 applauſe 


may juſtify a * in executing a miniſter. 


11 118 execution of this deſign, 1 muſt 


neceflarily bring before the public eye, 
the paſt conduct of your Grace's life; and 
then 1 make no doubt that every man from 


the compariſon will be truly convinced of 
the effential difference which exiſts be⸗ 


tween you, and render your Grace ex- 
0 that 0 which you merit. 


As a er of my country 1 cannot re- 


fuſe myſelf this ſatisfaction; beſides this, : 
my Lord, the ſingular favour with-which 
you have diſtin 
particular and partial notice of my ſmall 
performance, and letting the works and 
the editor of the great Lord Bolin gbroke, 
ſo truly calculated for private good, and 


ed me, in taking ſuch 


public welfare, paſs unobſerved and unno- 
| * 0 4 IT ticed 
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applauſe and reſentment, the falſehood of 
his and truth of your adminiſtration, en- 
deavour to aſſign the true reaſons which 
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ticed by you, is What a grateful mind e ean 
never "rg. n een It 


Tur RE remains, my Lord, that I be- 
ſeech your Grace to believe, that in this 
future deſign, 1 ſhall. endeavour to abſtain 
from all appearance of adulation ; that I 
ſhall give you no reaſon | to bluſh from re- 
marks too partially, made in your favour; Þ 
that I ſhall repreſent facts as they are, and 
yet praiſe .you as you deſerve, 2 

Ixp EE, this dedication by many of 
your enemies, may ſeem to contradict this 
deſign of preſerving impartiality, and create 
a ſuſpicion even in your Grace, that the 
ſpirit of flattery may. enter too much into 
my future writings ; but, my Lord, as thoſe : 
1 have conſulted on this head agree in the 
truth of all that is here intended, why 
ſhould your enemies and your Grace s mo- 
deſty withhold me from the truth? chi 
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Ir a war then thould unhappily be de- 
dared: how great will be my. Pleaſure to 
- be engaged, from time to time, in placing 
your rhanagement i in its true light? exhibit 
to the public attention, , your magnanimity 
and miniſterial capacity, in the moſt con- 
ſpicuous point of view; your labours for 
the national welfare, and neglect of your 
own; 3 and thus excite. this diſcontented 


people to cheir duty, and juſtly point out 
how you 2 to be congered Te them? 


. T 
1 IF 1 
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'B TY my! „Led, before I take. my. 3 
of you, in this dedication, let me entreat 
you to forgive the liberty Jam going to 

take; do not conceive. that, it ariſes from 
any imagined or viſionary deficiency i in your 
Grace ; I implore you to believe me, that 
nothing but your own and the nation's 
welfare, could poſſibly. have drawn this 
requeſt from my. boſom ;, will vou then 


have the infinite goodneſs to pardon me in 
; this 


* * þ 379 > 


Þ 
| 
9 
| 

g 


—— 


— . 


xii DEDICATION. 

this requeſt? tho it may appear extremely 
Singular in its kind, 1 am confident your 
: Grace will indulge me in it, for the good 


of that nation which you are fo watch» 
: ful L | over; it is, may it pleaſe you, moſt 
noble and puiſſant prince, That you would 
condeſcend, for the caſe of your adminiſtra- 
tian and the people's 8. good, to permit that 
moſt eminent and, ſcientific, tho! too much | 
ne pleted calculator, ſtateſman, and friend 
to Britain, Jacob Henriques, to fill ſome poſt 7 
of high! importance near your perſon ; his 
kill in paying the nation's debts, and raiſ- 
Ing money without any one's contributing 
a ſhilling towards it, will certainly be 
moſt extremely uſeful in times of war, 
tho it muſt be avowed your method, 'by 
para} 92 to no bn $ is new | and 
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Cons! a: Gn may not caſh fail 
and paper become ſuſpected, if you pro- 
ceed in this war as in the laſt; let me 
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 your's and the nation's aid; it is not to 
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then eatreat your Grace,” to take him to | 


be” imaginad, what aſtoniſhing advantages 


may redound to this: kingdom, from an 
union of two ſuch inimitable and eompre- 


henſive underſtandings ; ; his ſaving and your 


dire&ing ſpirit, mixed with ſuch probable 


nd extcrifive ſeheming, will without doubt | 
1 ete the happineſs of this iſle, already | 


"M py advanced TY rr Grace's 1 —_ 
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ys HAVE, in 0 Ladd, ach? Wet the lit- 


tle knowledge + have m the works of art, 


deſigned the  frontiſpigce. which is to ac- 
company my future Productions on your 
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By * this your Grace, who 14 am 1er 
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| informed are, to the full as knowing i in the 


5 1 
works of art, a8 in thoſe of government, 


and Gecide As juſtly of the merits of pic- 
” | tures 
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tures as of men, will have ſufficient time 
to ſteal a moment from the: nation's' care, 
conſider of tlic deſign before it be en 
into execution, and make alterations, 5 
bal be found e. n 0 Yo 400 
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A. 


I abs N ww wenne your: Gahan is en 
beneath 4 canopy on a thrane, in juſt atti- 
tude, and full: expreſſion of that wonder- 
ful underſtanding, ſteady, behaviour, be- 


coming grace, and true importance, which 


3 


you ſo eminently poſſeſs, and which have 


ſo long done honor to this nation, in the 
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vio owl, "ways 7 5 in the dark, 
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perched like the pigeon of Mahomet 'on 0 


TIS NI 


your ſhoulder, whiſpers your moſt 2 b 
dent counſels, his tail is turned towards 


0 4& © 


the. people of Eng land, | from * bien part 


Ban . 311 * 4 > 
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durin g his communication with your Grace, 
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a certain ſpecies of matter drops upon your 
fo & 711011 11 10 wit: 2 of "01> George 
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George and Garter, at once an emblem of 


your k being £ 1dviſed, belbvedd, and rewiited, 
by that vat (les Millefvii” dug 
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Ons che lefte hand- little jreticed, pt 


. rents at your command are bindingighgls = 
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children in chains, and the Preſbyterian 
teachers, armed with, g hip griv- 
ing the neceſſitous clergy in tattered crape, 
fettered together: Aike hounde inuceuples, 
on board ſhips which / of ready to tranſ- 
port them "to mer n ron, beauty, 


| and innocence.in egg wY Umplore i in vain to 
fave them from this treatment. 
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Bene 20. %% eic zheniisg 
HE many n ee ch have 
| | been written, ſufficiently //Evince the u- 
ral die that people a re of I: 
ſatisfy this curioſity, the Tranſlator has deter- 
| mined to give roy. che ring he 
n _— dt 19947 10 nom 
; hilogat; bun ile Haisg 10. 2 
as wthat © Batiſta e ee 
by birth, and-bred at Reme in the college ef | 
that religious order, which i is called the jeſuits; 
during his ſtudies he applind kimſalf cloſcl to 
the underſtangipg, amongſt othen languages, chi 
of the Engliſh ; che authors, vieh le mad, erbat · 
ed in him a great inclimation; 0 ſeo rho inaden 
which had ptoduced them Ii he cherefore came 
to this kingdom as 4 triiſſidnary, Aid reſidded 
many yests in London, and it „is bütd very 
lately that thaſe, whether: uf ahn; perfuafto H bt 
of a Aiftcrent, who knew and loved him, have 
8 5 been 


* 


been robbed by death, of that pleaſure which 
was the conſtant attendant of his company, and 


vercdtirly: his eye, his manners engaging ; he 
remarked the objects of ſenſe; and felt thöſt oF 
ſenſation with ſingular: accuracy, arid tenderneſs, 
and was much more juſt in his feaſdning; tha 
correct in his ſtyle J he had great quickneſs 
conceiving the truth of things intuitively, and 


men of ſlower apprehenſion; of a ſatyric turn in 
converſation againſt polite and unpolite vice; in 


che motives to Actions in men; by long appli: 
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as- + Ivy Iv; 


which is moſt lincerely n 


1 
N 7 


bg. ks face} Aer & 


1115 Gave 


was not always patient enough to explaim it to 


ſecret the moſt humane, compaſſtonate, and ten- a 
ne all homes __ and diſtreſs: e 
\ f Men JE] 
11 18 chief excellence conſilted in analizing 
the human mind, diſcovering” the” moſt active 
and prevalent faculties in our compoſition, adapt 
ing proper objects to cach, and diſtinguiſhing 


cation: and delight in this kind of ſtudy, he poſſeſt 
an.inſight into the nature of man, beyond an * 
bee e few an ws. 
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"I 4 wA# . 
* ts — 5 8 1 3 . £ 3 . 7 


"From 


PREFACE; li 


Fx ROM this particular turn, and natural per- 
ſpicuity, he beheld human nature as it is, di- 
veſted of that exalted idea which the preſent 
deiſtical reaſoners affect to compliment it with, 

and yet not ſo depreciated and baſe, as the wild 
and extravagant humility of the Preſbyterian and 


Methodiſt | delights t to conceive. and rt it . 
to be. 


the had nigch compared his own particular 
mind with thoſe of others, and had long conclud:- 
ed that the ſame principles were in all, but vaſtly 
different in degree; and that from the inequality | 
of faculties in each, aroſe in great part the variety 
which is found in human kind; a paſſion which is 
weak i in one, is often ſtrong i in another: in like 
manner the perfection of the ſenſes, the delicacy 
of internal feelings, the powers of the imagi- 
nation, the ſtrength of reaſoning, the prompt - 
neſs of faith, were all variouſly proportioned, 
and yet to be found in ſome degree in all from 
this he inferred, that as the human mind was 
compounded of all theſe diſtin faculties; that 
objects were originally created for each faculty, 
and that the true legiſlator ought to adapt thoſe 
Vol. I. 0 which 
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above all writers: the 3 lays * diveſted of 


% 
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which were the moſt agreeable to the nature of 
en, and conducive to the general welfare. 


In all inflitutions civil. abd N it was 


- bis ſtanding maxim, that the ſenſes, paſſions, 
faith, imaginatioh, and reaſon, ought to be in- 

fluenced by objects, which are proper to incite 
| the mind to virtue, and wichhold it from vice. 


* R ON a full conviction of this troth, he ſul. I 
tained, that nothing had in it ſo little reaſon, | 


as that pretenſion of the Deiſts to govern man- 
Kind by reaſon, excluding the obje&s of faith, 


and the influence of religion; and that examin- 


ng the individual articles of a nation's religious 
belief, by the inquilition of reaſon, according to 
the preſent deiſtical writers, was the moſt infal- 


lible mark of a limited and narrow-underftand- 


ing, unpractiſed in human nature, and blind to 
its conduct in mental proceeding; in religious 
conſiderations, he never diſtinguiſhed between 
utility and truth; whatever then was uſeful, i in 
his opinion was true; and this, eſtabliſhed by law, 
made national truth; for this reaſon he enter 


tained the moſt contemptible opinion of Chub 


a re- 


a teligious faith eſtabliſhed by law, will adopt 
a more abſurd one in its plate, and become more 
ridiculous by the change; it is my conſtant re- 
mark, that none give credit to ſuch abſurdities, 
as thoſe who pretend to believe nothing. 


UT IL1TY and truth in all national con- 
duft, whether civil or religious, being the ſame 
thing in his opinion; he concluded that who- 
ever intended to diminiſh the influence of teli- 
gious ordinances on the mind of man, was either 
weak or wicked, and conſequently deſtructive 

| of the public good ; for this reaſon, a certain 
biſhop, who has endeavoured to ſet the human 
mind looſe from every anchor which can hold 
ir ſteady to yirtue, into the open, ſtormy ocean 
of infidelity and private 9 was no * | 
favourits of his. 


1 


Hyg as of right 5 wrong, ook or Falſe- 
hood, in the inſtitution and objects for moral and 
religious obligation, was the fitneſs and propriety 

which they bore to the faculties exiſting in the 
buman mind; and from this way of conceiving 
things, he always inſiſted that no ſyſtem of phi- 
oſophy or religion, ancient or modern, or union 
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PREFACE. 
of both, ſo truly correſponded to the whole 


compoſition of man in head and heart, as the 
chriſtian religion: this I imagine will "oper in 


his letters. 


From this ſagacity in conſidering the hu- 


— 


man powers, he had alſo ſeen the neceſſity. of 


* 


each faculty being animated and reſtrained, by 
motives which are native and original to it; 


for this reaſon he entertained the moſt deſpi- 
cable opinion of the miniſtry Who preſided in 
Public affairs, who had weakly imagined, that 
money was a proper incentive to honorable 
actions in war, and that men could be purchaſed 
by it, to virtuous and becoming deeds. -In their 
whole adminiſtration, he frequently aſſerted, 
that not the leaſt | ray of the knowledge of man- 
kind, - appeared thro* the darkneſs of their con- 


duct; and in conſequence of this, that every na- 
tion, fo directed, muſt neceſſarily tumble into 


ruin. 


— + 


Tux RE ſeem but very few men in nature of 


underſtanding ſufficiently perfect to make rea- 
ſonable and juſt obſervations on the actions of hu- 


man nature, in the different manners, cuſtoms, 


85 


and 


ind 
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and laws of nations ; > of theſe again how few 


can diveft themſelves of original and inviſible 
prejudices, which they have imbibed from edu- 
cation and manners of their own country, and 


juſtly diſtinguiſh between right and wrong, in 


_ thoſe compariſons which they make between the 
religion, laws, - conftitution, and government of 


other nations and their dun 8} 


Te E \inflitutions in religion and government 
in the land we are born, generally conſtitute 
the idea of right i in theſe things, 1 in the minds of 


the individuals, and moſt men conſider thefe as 
fixed rules of truth to try others by, rather than 


as objects to be examined by what is to be found 
m other nations; and even thoſe of a more li- 
beral manner of conceiving things, cannot di- 


veſt themſelves of that education which has in- 
fluenced all their lives, and formed their man- 
ner of thinking, ſufficiently to judge impartially, 


between the fitneſs or unfitneſs of a govern- 


ment, in all parts, to the original fabric of che 


— 


human mind. 


BESIDES this, that partial love of our coun- 
try, which tho? it ought to enter ſtrongly into 
1 every 
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every heart, ſhould: be as ſtrenuouſiy excluded | 
from the head ef every examiner of nationa} 
inſtitutions, 1 is very apt to diſguiſe the worth, "ma 
ſecret it from e | 


Like children, the natives are blind to tho 
faults, and magnifiers of the virtues, which are in- 
herent in their mother country ; the ſangyine mind 
_ gxalting every virtue, conceives his nation the ſy- | 
preme of all, and invincible ; the tirpid, uniting 
fear with love, is aghaſt at every apprehenſion 
of an attack from abroad, and trembles for his 
country; each of theſe from their native con- 
ſtitutions, where paſſions are ſtrongly unit: 
ed with reaſon, are equally biaſſed to differ» 
ent and. fallacious opinions, no true obſerya⸗ 
tion is to be expected from theſe men; and yet 
ſuch form the generality of all nations. Thus 
then, a true ſtate of any kingdom is not 10 
be expected from the natives, either in its 
domeſtic police, or foreign influence; 3 for the 
ſame reaſon that the Engliſh are prohibited from 
4 ſeeing their national cuſtoms in a true light, 
ſtrapgers are. equally, prevented by their prepoſ- 
ſeſſion in their on füwpr; ; beſides this, they 
1 ſeldem 


PREFACE, t 


ſeldom. tarry long enough in any country, to 


wear off the prevalency of firſt impreſſions, to be 
intimately acquainted, with a people's manners, . 


accuſtomed to their habits, and uninfluenced 
from pariicular prejudices . 


15 ever they remain in any kingdom lang 


enough to effectüate all this, they bid ſatelk te to 


diſcover the real ſituation of i it, to weigh i its po- 
religion with that of others, and = 


liey and 
the teaſt partial concluſio ions. | 


wy — 


To "REP one (Buty l. it 16 — to 


have long reſided in ſome other; the medium 


_ which forms itſelf in the mind of n man habituated | 
to reflexidn, c cannot erte into the center of things, 


without xing g weaned from old cuſtoms by the 
habit of r new z the oſs on one tide, and gain 
on the other, bring the ballance as near as ook 
Ale 4 to an equ | ipoiſe. 


— 
| 
oy 


 tFthis be acceded to, the writer r of the wy 


letters promiſes ſome appearance of trüb in 


his remarks ; liis long living in this iland ha 


wearied him from former prejudice, and even 


ere Aa oye for its inhabitants ; ir is to 'be - 


hoped 
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hoped therefore, that the following remarks are 


neither trifling, inaccurate, prejudiced, or un- 
juſt; of this the reader will decide. The friends 


of the author thought them worth giving to 


the public, and at their requeſt they are tranſlat- _ | 
ed, yet not without permiſſion granted by him 
during his indiſpoſition ; from his hands Ire- ; 


ceived chem i in the Italian, and from, mine they | 
go to the public in Engliſh : I had once an 


n -? * 8 * 3k 


inclination to have printed them! in the original, 


but the bookſeller imagined. an edition in that | 
f N An bf. oT 


NA O41 


ö Hul des 
. HERE is this farther, to be objccted on this 


head, that t the author, being a a catholic, may, be 


21% 4 


imagined 10 incline too much to that manner 


il. FP 3447 111 df 


of thinking 1 in religion and government ; 3 It muſt 


however, at the ſame time be remembered, that 
13 9 2 13 ; 
we ate Proteſtants, and not under leſs influence 


of prejudice and education, than thoſe who a are 


bred in. nations of more arbitrary power, and 


0 
more ceremonious worlhip ; Y that if being edu- 


Fr? 


eated under the influence of, fear from church- 
men and ſtateſmen, may depreſs the mind, be- 


ing brought ur unchecked by either of theſe 


reſtraints, 


PREFACE bi 


reſtraints, lets looſe the ſoul into all that is wild 


and extravagant; in ſhort, that whatever can be 


faid againſt men ſo bred, may in another view be 
oppofed againſt us who are not; ſo that neither 
can be a proper judge of what each country 
truly is, whilſt the individuals continue under 


che e of er original education. | 


S vt. > | 


b chi tha ciel poſſeſſed the effect of ki 1 
— prejudices, in the purſuit and attention 
of his later ſtudies he loſt them; not worn into 


deiſm by diſapproving all religion, nor blown 
into extravagant enthuſiaſm by contemning rea- 
#5 3 examination had made him drop from the 


vaſt pomp and parade of popery, and deſpiſe the 


pretended Gindpliciry of Quakers and Preſby- 
terians; if he ſaw that the mind of men might 


be too much buſied in ceremony, and thence 
| negle&t the real duties of religious worſhip, he 
was convinced alſo, that in its nature it was not 


ſuſceptible of that purity, and ſimplicity, af- 


fected by the ſectaries; he obſerved, that a falſe 
and exorbitant faith was tlie conſequence of the 

firſt, and hypocriſy, deteſtable vice, the effect of | 
| the other : and that human nature, to be well 
directed, muſt be influenced by objects juſtly 


adapted 
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that application. 
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adapted in nature and degree to every faculty in 
the ſoul. This was his ſyſtem of natural govern- 


ment x, as a man of honor, he did not chooſe to : 


change the manner of profeſſing his religion 02 
chriſtian, he conſidered vows, made in that aw fol 


view, as indelible as a philoſopher, he beheld 


things in another light, where no one mode ap- 


pearing perfect, the difference was not ſufficient 


to create a renunciation of former tenets laſtly, 
his fixed opinjon was, that chriſtianity Rs 
in itſelf the moſt perfect of all W 


T HE following letters blow all written ws 


time ſince, it is to be hoped, that no one will 


apply perſonally what they contain, from any 
imaginary reſemblanee which may be found be- 
tween thoſe who were then i in the adminiſtration, 
and cheſe who have at preſent this honor; if 
they ſhould be guilty of this. miſtake, it is they 
and not the author, bo are to be blamed: ia 


4 


Ir there mould appear any ſeeming contra- 
dictions 1 in this collection, it may be offered in 
defence of that appearance, that a man is nat 
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lefs different from himſelf at ſome times, than 
two men are different from each other; that 
every faculty has its hour of reigning, and that 
objects appear extremely different to the ſame 
mind, according to the medium thro' which 
they are ſeen; the gay and gloomy minutes 
have not a lefs influence on objects, than ſun-ſhine 
and ſhade, and the man of to- day, looking at 
things thro? one diſpoſition, approves what an- 
other day 8 review may condemn beheld thro a 
different temper : hope gilds the objects of one 


hour, and fear obſcures the ſame conſidered on 
che next. 


Ix this manner things might have been beheld 
by the author of theſe letters; nay, perhaps, this 
very particular circumſtance may render them 
more generally pleaſing, as variety of diſpoſitions 
may find ſomething to like and diſapprove, the 
latter of which has its pleaſure in many heads, 
and even contradictory minds by approving and 
condemning in direct oppoſition to each other. 
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E "PREFACE 
from all poſſible power of ſuffering from i invec- 


tive; tho? his writings may probably diſpleaſe 
many, we hope they will be agrecable to more, 


and that the people of this iſland: will endeavour, i 
to examine candidly and impartially, what are 
| the traths and falſehoods contained in the let- 


ters of Battiſta Angeloni, tho a Roman jeſuit. 
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Dear Sr, 8 E i ry 
0 e bem well a 
Al 1 in its expreſſion or elegant in its con- 
cCeption, can impatt a more flatter- 
LO! ing idea to an Engliſhman. than that 
of comparing him with an old Roman; the va- 
bur, prudence, love of liberty and his country, 
with thoſe other eminent qualities of our illuſ- 
8 nious predeceſfors, are the attributes hich tie 
5 receives with mb ee . 
The Ol I RY TEROOR 
and 9 a eee 4a n ah a monde 
219 of parliament who had that day fold himſelf and 
is country to the inclinations of a pernicious mi- 
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ſtate. When integrity was the greatet honor, 


they "itnagine- the preſent race reſembles 


ward in the dates of the Roman empire, the re: 
7: ſemblance is. extremely remarkable 3' that vena- 
nty which once raged in Rome reigns here with 
"__ diſtinction at 'pteſenc, and mans F leave 


a LE E R 4 


-niſter, ſhould compare. the ſenate of * * ne 
the. houſe. of commpns- of Great. fran, I 


ting for one moment that he had revolrell en 
the virtue of his anceſtors and committed the 


moſt opprobrioas aftion ee to man. 


„Tamm was Serta time ater deb l 
ers might wih much juſtice aſſume che fike- 
nels of thoſe Romans who lived in the moſt 
flouriſhing and virtuous moments of the Roman 


poverty no ſhame, and che ſervice of their coun- 
try their higheſt ambition a 1 deem*d their moſt 
exalted virtue; but they are „en bee i 


0 f 7 * — * „„ — 8 
* ? * ty > > * * c . * : 1 
A 6 : S v2 0 $ 0 ** & 4 1 1 k 3 $4.7 * 3 »4a<© 

N * 


Brrkvx me, Sir, the miſtake lies only in 
the point of time? If you advance more for- 


on, I ſhall - p 
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"as Jugurtha did at teaving Rome, irben vn. 
* el nature Nen „ en invenerit. 
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Ir one may be 4 to judge of al Aiffer- 
ent periods of che moral charakter of a nation 


and com pare them. with another whole race has 
'been ran-thro? all the various ſtages of the courſe, 
the Romans in the time of Sylla were like the 
*Engliſh of this preſent hour, in the corruption 
ol their hearts and their diſpoſition to venal in- 
fluence, and the ruin of this government i is near 
fl the” fame date prockiding from we fame cauſe, | 


* 


Vor that T mean to ew or imagine that 

things. will proceed: or terminate in this king- 

dom exactly as they did at Rome, tho the con- 

ſtitution is totally perverting from its original 

ues: are not | das Aike in allies eſpe- - 
cially thoſe which ate compounded of fuch n= & © 
metous parts as thoſe that form a goverme ent, to 
permit a parallel between the progreſſive ſtates of 

any two conſtitutions, ' one of Which is already 

ruined and the other advancing a great pace; 


and yet there is analogy enough to predict the 
| B 2 . de- ö 
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deſtruRion of a preſent government. by., man- 


5 ſcarcely be t the inſtrume 


ners prevailing i in i U wilgt to. thoſe which ryin- ” 
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ed a former ſtate. Y 
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* F 20M: 1 it is, that the antiminiſterial part 


of this. kingdom keeping in idea the progreſ- 


io of, che Roman ſtate too cloſely parallel to 
the Kale and forming 1 no certain judgment 
from t he principles and manners now actuating 


411 11 


and exiſting, Foneluge, that, becauſe. a proſtitute | 


venality was the ruin of Rome and a ſtanding 
army the executive power, that England muſt 


be ruined by a ſtanding army alſo, and that as 


Rome fell under the ſubjection of one arbitra· 
IV man 


„the fate of this leg will der mi- 
Date in like manner. 25 Nin io 
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11 wid * 21 11 ka "Y 312 i 
"Tor me it appears, who ſee PEN or, at | leaſt 


endeavour to ſee them, in a light which a native | 
(generally too prejudiced), is leſs likely. to behold 
them, that the ſtanding army of England: will 

t of. changing the,con- | 
ſtitution of. this Kisgom, ora monarchical 1 ſtate 
ahe fi firſt Ae it receiyes. in 
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LETTER I 3 


" In kth, to _ an army appel their bel 
low countrymen, it ſeems neceſſary that it ſhould 
be much inured to conqueſt, detained: long abroad 


in the kingdoms which they ſubdue; and exerting 


a deſpotiſm which the victor too often aſſumes 
over the conquered; by this new habit the tem- 
per of the whole ſoldiery becomes changed, 


thence indeed by an ambitious general i it may be 


led to. enſlave the land of its nativity, abſence 
having weaned them from that tenderneſs which 


they originally cheriſhed for their native country, 


and a long Exerciſe of pbwer over thoſe they : 


vanquiſhed totally eradicated the love of — 
N. with thoſe ee whom they were tio 


a $ f 1 1 4 wu} wy 1 
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| Fai this! it Sa it aroſe, p wo 4. 
Romans inured to conmueſt and power in the 
different parts of the world, under the com- 


mand of Cæſar in Gaul and other generals in 
different parts, drowned all love for their coun- 
try in the deſire of power, and deſtroyed one 
another. with as Title remorſe as Ber, would a 
Gaul or an "Alec 
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from home, to forget their native land by. the 


Rome, and confequentiy an arbitrary diſpoſition: 
les obtained by N in e ee W 
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tentate to for 
ting up a+ ſeparate intereſt; and increaſing his 


60 LET TER I. 


How the Britons ſhould come to this exceſs. 


is not eaſy: to conceive f. they can ſcarce. be led 


to couqueſt any where and long enough detained. 


exerciſe of power. Beſides this, humanity to- 
wards the vanquiſhed is every where at preſent: 
ten times greater than it was in the days of 


than at that time. L992: 3, 4008 


ASS " to cha c 000 army. Fel com-. 


manded by the king in perſon, or ſome. one, 
nearly related to him whoſe intereſt is inſepar- 


able from that of the reigning prince, there can 
not be- much to fear; the general who has led 
the troops to conqueſt. ina ſtrange land will: 
ſcarcely lead them to rebellion” in their native 
ſoil; there generally fubfiſts too good an un- 
derſtanding between the commander and po- 
rm the leaſt ſuggeſtion of his ſet-" 


ſovereign's power would probably loſe his Own. 
Tha' the ſoldiers are induced to love the prince 
under n reign they conquer notwithſtand — 


ing 


LET TE Ek 7 
ing ge never enters the field of battle, as ; well, 
as the general by whom they are led to it, 
connecting each in the cauſe, yet is there Hirtle, ; 
to fear from that union. Queen Anne ſhar- 
ed the glory of conqueſt and eſteem "wich 
the Duke of Marlborough, and every old fol- | 
dier Joins them in his praiſes, and yet they 
would not have made her abſolute. For theſe 
reaſons it ſeems ms only necelſary that the king or | 
ſome one nearly related to him be 1 not the com- 
manding "officer, and : zland bas nothing to 
dread from a ſtandin ing army, mixed as it is 
among ry its own countrymen, and its officers 
rally front the beſt families. ä 


Nl l | 


IX Büch, "I to me there does not appear to 
be the leaſt qread of the loſs of liberty from 
the army of England; the intereſt of the exiled 
family is afmoſt extirpated, no Engliſhmen will 
contend in their favour who can make head 
long enough to create a mortal antipathy in 
each party, which -might terminate i in the ruin 
of both, and abfolute power: Competitors for 
kingdoms' are comers which bring plague, peſti- 
lence and ſlavery to the natives, let which fide 


vill rain; and tho* this nation has been moſt 
4 | "M4 - amazingly 


\ 


| 1 and inaQtivity * Richard Cromwell, # 4 


With the ſpirit of a man might have been ab- 
ſolute as his father; ; and by the timidity, want 


8 LETTER, 


of munificence and change of religion in James 


the ſecond yet the ſame conſequences are by no 


means to be expected always, A conteſted king | 


dom renders the conqueror abſolute i in, general, 5 


and the vanquiſning and vanquiſhed, party are 


alike flayes in the ſecond generation. F or this 
reaſon if there was no other, I think that a re- 


volution ſhould never be attempted but to pre · 


vent tyranny, for tho! this favourite p people has 
preſerved its liberty by revolutions, yet if a cal- 


culation could have been made 3 Priori of the 
probabilities, whether liberty would have been 


increaſed or not by thoſe tranſactions, it would 
have appeared ten to one againſt that which hap- 
pened in the end? Where then was their wil- 


dom? and what reaſon have they to expect, this 
ſuperior favour of heaven above other nations 
will always attend them? Is it worth while then 


for two parties to contend when each muſt 


ſuffer ſooner or later by the conteſt? or are two 
of a civil war, when nothing is to be expected 
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by the change which may improve the condition 
of the inhabitants? Indeed the people of England 
are not at preſent in that taſte of thinking, and 
yet perhaps their liberty in more danger of 
ruin than at any other time. It appears to me 
that mankind in moſt nations are fo much civi- 
„ed, that were not abſolute monarchies already 
ſo firmly eſtablfhed, it w. would be extremly 
difficult to induce one part of a "nation to in- 
flave the other, by arms; tho? there remain in- 
pupnerable other ways by which! it may be done, 
one of, which, 1 {ball endeavour to ſhew you in 
my. next letter, and which I ſuppoſe will prove 
the prevailing PART. and deſtroying angel of 
this land, 0 1 Ri tl 100 
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I. KE 8 E K 1. To he fume. 
"Dar Sir, 

: x is not at all furprizing. that y you who jadge . 
* the manners of this nation from what 
| has been written of them only, ſhould form Four 


opinion af its character different aun d . wick 
really exiſts at this hour. ale 


War you fay with reſpect to the Fngii 
in the time of Charles the firlt'is true; but the 
two intereſts which inflamed the winds of this 

people into ſuch extravagant enthuſiaſtn are quite . 
at an end, at leaft as to martial matters, neither 

1 of hoſts nor the king Has one ſoldier | 

who will fight his battles independent of his 
[1 own private el tho” perhaps each party ex- 
erts as much prating in their favour as at any 
time whatever. 1 
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Wu ar I mean is, that neither religion nor 
the preſervation of a crown in the ſame family, 
will make the people cut one another's throats, 
6 in this iſland, at leaſt in this part of it. BI) > 
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"Ta whatever exceſs the Tories have carried 0 
[| the notion of indefeaſable hereditary right and | 
" OY non- 


— how muck der 0 idea E 4 
king 19 to be eonſidered as ſacred” in their prin- 
ciples, the prevailing opinion of the W higs run 
ning into the oppoſite extreme and confi idering 
the crowned head as the ſervant of the peo 
ple, hath. as much deſtroyed the true conſtitu- 
tion by that means, as ir would have been by 
the former had it been carried into. execution. 


Man daddy eee f 
vehemence, the ill effect of which they do not 
feel, which opinion carried into practice, thoſe 
very identical perſons will oppoſe with al their 
might; and therefore thoſe very Tories whe 
preached ſo much in favour of their paſſive doe- 
trine, would not have acquieſeed in the ſufferings 

of an arbitrary power, and thus probably the due 
poiſe of the e 8 have been ad. 
jaſted. 


Wanne the Whigs ſpinning the web of 
their ſy tem too fine for the turbulent nature of 
mankind and more ſubtle chan any government is 
capable of being well directed by, giving the 

king his power, the people its liberty, on ſuch 

nice and 2 leaſt 


with 
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with reſpect to long duration have by pretend- 


ing to preſerve their privileges uſurped a right 


which by no means belongs to them, and placed 
the ſovereign in a ſituation en banden 


| true dard N. Fo 45; | 77 8 rar] i 8 p< W419 


| Norume appears. more e combined 


to an unexperienced examination than the En- 
eliſh goverment, where the executive and legi- 


ative powers, controul each other ſo perfectly, 
where the prerogative of the crown and rights 
bol the people are ſo nicely adjuſted and caun= 
terpoiſed; it is indeed a fine machine in idea, 


yet the fabric is too delicately wrought to g0 


5 9 '4 4 ih TY YE us 4 $36 c 22 Th 
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+ Jobs real dab ht . government has 


been gaining ground ever ſince the revolution 
the reaſon of it ge to be this. 
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Ar. the time of kicks William 1 10 oft 


the throne of Great Britain thoſe who placed him 


there were the Whigs, who, tho they might pre- 


tend an attachment to his imereſt, had really 


20 other inclination than an increaſe of their 
1 55 own 


8 w_ 


| turally became impoſlible to 
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own power, diſguiſed under the pretencof pre- 


ſerving liberty, and which at that very time was 
really true in-its effecte, tho? not in W 


217 Uns 1+: 
— as it was the landing and avowed. prin- 


ciple of thoſe men in power to aſſert that every 
man had a right to think and decide for himſelf 


in religious matters, to deride the clergy and 


inveigh againſt their tyrannic diſpoſition, it na- 
ſtrain thoſe per- 
ſons from thinking for themſelves in all affairs 
civil as well as religious; thoſe who have in- 
dulged themſelves in every kind of latitude in 
examining the objects of religion and inſiſt on 
their right to it, will never ſtop from that 
of government; if they have a right to act 
with freedom in one they will alke purſue ir 

in the other, the minds of men are not capable of 


ſuch nice ſeparations, if they are indulged in one 


they will uſurp it in the other, and the conſe- 


quence will be that if they conceive they have 


A Tight to (decide; for tl mſelves in matters of 
religion and act in conſequerice of it, ſo in thoſe 
of government they will apprehend they have 
an equal right, and will endeavour r to * u. elt. 


*. 
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Tus the love of power | 

— it has followed chat the mini of En- 
gland have gamed in àrbitr VT 
. a hors Now. = the people loſt their 
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In Whis widiſer hen, as detent 
man and bis own Principles, Which are built on 
elf intereſt, muſt be ever-increaſing. his dn 
Power and infringing thoſe of biz maſter and dr 
liberty of his ſubzects: as it is the love of power 
which generally leads men to the adminiſtration 
4. a "nation, fo that ſame defire of f ſuperior in- 


e than; FR "Gan Gruationz and in B W. 
W higs have put in practice every artificethat can 
Aiminiſn the royal prerogative, the peopleꝰs pri- 
vileges and liberties, and are at laſt become u 
ne bg and eee 


* 


© 5 al Noa vids er- ma 
Hm as neceſſary to offer to the popular eye, to 
ſereen themſelves, and to remove the ignomity 
which would have 00. apparantly fallen upon 
* in many inſtances; 2 2 
N bugbear 


4. 


preſervatian of t 
a TIER is rr an er nm; 
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8 bughear tobe offered to their princes * 
ed with the word Jacobite, whenever they intend- 


ed tO mn any ng obſtinacy | in rip breaſts. | 
Tf oo 


* 


40 25 % * 14 they have Mood” de 


to their intereſt by an enormous debt and pub- 
lie catnpanies af banks, South Sas, and Eaſt 


Indies, hy which proceedings the monied part 


neceſſarily becomes ſa deeply intereſted in the 
is kind of adminiſtration, char 


180. 


A aq in 


preſerving deſpotiſm, it has been the univerſal 
Praclice to ſpread. venality through every little 
borough in the kingdom; by this may not 
every man be returned member of who 


is furniſhed with moſt money from the: treaſury ? 
and may not the ſenators of Britain in future 
times be no longer repreſentatives of a free peo- 


ple; but the repreſentatives of the miniſters in- 
clinations ? from this- ſource may not-ſome fu- 
ture more corrupted man become ſo firmly fixt 
in the adminiſtration, that, far from fearin the 


being diſmiſſed from his office, he may oven 


| threaten the king to leave his e Wages 
#225 uſe 
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Wovl p not acceſs 3 in ed a deſign be an 
abſolute power? when the miniſter has nothing | 
to apptehend from the prince's diſpleaſure, an | 
thoſe | who. ſhould be the truſtees of the pec- 
ple's rights and immunities are all choſen by 
him; and each aſſigned to the borough he ſhall 
5 pretend to . and Fobedhint to * i wl. 1 


Tursz laſ ths are wks 8 mines ; which 
will deſtroy the conſtitution of Great Britain, and 
are more to be dreaded than the army, as every 5 
thing ſtill bears the ſpecious appearance of the 
ancient government. Here is the aud the 
and who ſhall dare to ſuggeſt that every. 
, thang! is not engl by them * ** all un- 
due ae 1 24 3444 JON VAI {KM P 


n . . * 0 
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"Rack, new wy of deſtroying: a govera ment 
is much eaſiet executed than one that has been al- 
ready put in practice, the minds of men are alarm 
ed by the ſimilarity of the ſecond to the firſt, and 
therefore are eaſily led to obſerve it; from this 
it happens that whilſt the Whigs have been cry- | 

J ing 


arbitrary power, the eyes of the people have been 
drawn to thoſe objects, and never attended the 


They thought they had once ſuffered from the 


true cauſe of any thing, or perceiving where the 
principles of the Whigs would terminate, lulled 


was diminiſhed by the revolution, they conceived 
it impoſſible they could be enſlaved from ano- 


authority decline, they concluded it impoſſible 


that it could increaſe in any other place. ws 
will finiſh the life of liberty in England, 


ts fall, nor unoppoſed by thoſe who to the ho- 


have reſcued their country from ruin, if true 
Vol. I. c reaſon- 


Ing put againſt popery, paſſive obedience, and 


dient path by which theſe exclaimers ſtole to 
18 power; in this imitating little thieves in a 
throng, one calls your attention to the right 
whilſt another picks your pocket on the left. 


wo former cauſes, and therefore believed it pro- 


bable they might again; but being never accuſ. 
ſtomed to, or indeed capable of inveſtigating the 


| vith the muſic of that ſong of liberty which was 
forever chanted i in their ears, that the king's power 


| ther quarter; and becauſe they ſaw their prince's 


unobſerved by numbers, tho? too few to Pay . 


nor of themſelves and fellow ſubjects would 
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. LETTER II. 
LY 

| | reaſoning, or public utility, had — b Wann 
8 attention in the nation. 5 


Pern aps, in uſing the term ſlavery, I have 
aggravated the condition of the Engliſh beyond 
that ſtate in which it really at preſent ought 

to be conſidered, tho” I fear abſolutely beyond 
recovery; every individual being diſunited from 
the other, without any common principle to 
hold them together; open to venality, vend- 
ing the public good for private intereſt, and re- 7 
carding honor, patriotiſm and its attributes, as | 
viſionary ties of deluded and miſtaken men. 


PE RHAP Ps, if the united kingdoms of Great 
Britain and Ireland were not ſo extenſive, ſome- 
thing like the Venetian government might one 
day be the fate of theſe kingdoms ; but as they 
ſeem too large for the nature of that conſtitution, 
as the people have lo long taſted of kingly go- 


vernment mixt with liberty, the ſway which ariſto- 
cracy or oligarcby would bear over the people 
j would be too ungrateful, and drive them to the 
| _ ſurrendering themſelves entirely to the diſpoſal 
f of the prince upon the throne ; and thus deſpo- 
tilm in one, take its riſe from the deſire of 
avoiding 


LETTER Il. 19 
avoiding the deſpotiſm of many, as it once hape 
pened | in Denmark. 


1 preſume you are tired with this long letter; 
I therefore give you my benediction, and diſ- 
mils you with the trueſt aſſurance, that I am, 


© Your moſt obedient ſervant. 
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LETTRR II. 


LETTER Ill. To the fame, 


Deir Sic, | 
"OUR compliment, f in * to my lat, 
- merits my beſt acknowledgments : you de- 
fire me to give you. my ſentiments, on what 
would have been the fate of England, if the 
Tories had continued i in the adminiſtration ; but 
this is an affair compoſed of ſuch different and 
entangled parts, that it will be almoſt impoſſi- 
ble to develope what would have been the con- 
ſequence; it will be more-difficultly decided, 
than. the famous queſtion in Livy, where that 
author examines, what would have been the ſuc- 
cefs of Alexander's arms, if he had turned them 
againft the Italians, inſtead of the Perſians. 


Ir we conſider a Tory imply, without con- 
necting with it what all the Whigs never fail of 
| beſtowing him, in my opinion, he is the pro- 
pereſt miniſter ; a man of his principles muſt 
conceive the religion of his country, the prero- 
gative of the crown, the rights of the people, 
ſomething above himſelf ; as he acknowledges 
he has no right to think. different from the eſta - 

3 bliſnment 
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bliſhment in either cafe, Whereas, every Whig 
muſt imagine himſelf above all theſe; becauſe 


he imagines he has 2 right to think, and deter 


mine for 'himfelf in each particular. And cer- 


tainly it is the nature of that man, who thinks he 


has a privilege of accepting or refufing whatever 

parts he pleaſes in any government, to be leſs 
bound by it, than thoſe who lock on the three 
above mentioned articles as ſacred. The con- 


ſtitution is for ever unſtable from principle, in 
the hands of a Whig, and fixt in that of 4 
Tory : For tho? this kingdom received its ulti⸗ 
mate degree of perfection, at the acceſſion of 
king William to the throne; yet that principle 
of changing, which has inſenſibly prevailed ſince, 


has totally deſtroyed the true ſtate. of the go- 


vernment then eſtabliſhed, in every thing but 
nominals ; after that change, it was abſolutely 
a 0. be ſteady. 


Svryosrnc that the catholic refigion, and 
the return of the Stuarts, would have been the 


neceffary attendants of A Tory miniftry ; things 2 


which are always connected in the idea of a Tory 


by a Whig it muſt be difficult to aſcertain, what 


would have followed ſuch a change, | or how 
1 _ far 
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far the miſtaken zeal of thoſe catholics, whoſe 
| fiery imaginations puſhed king James the fe- 
| cond into ſuch precipitate diſcoveries of his re- 
5 8 faith, U have carried them? 


| Yr) give me leave to aſſert, that, if the Whig 
dms ple was neceſſary to preſerve the Engliſh 


in their freedom and religion, at the revolution ; 

the Tory is equally neceſſary at this moment, un- 
leſs they prefer no king and no religion, and madly 
Imagine a nation can be well directed, without 
either of them, and their conſtitution preſerved. 


Wu AT EVER Was the opinion and deſign of 
the Tories at the revolution, however fixt their 


attachment to the Stuart race might be, at that 


time, thoſe notions at preſent are at an end; they 
now defend the royal houſe on the throne, with 


as much zeal as the Whigs, and can only pre- 


ſerve the kingdom from the anarchic ſtate which 
threatens it, before it totally takes its laſt unalter- 
able change. In fact, unleſs the Tories have the 
adminiſtration, or their principles are adopted, 


the Engliſh conſtitution is at an end: it is become 


as abſolutely requiſite to oppoſe the oligarchic 


| power at preſent, as ever it was the monarchic, 


in 


”S 


- 
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in the time of king James the ſecond; and the 
principles of the Tories will ſoon be as neceſſary 


to defend his preſent majeſty, and the people's 


rights, from the uſurpation of the miniſtry, as 


thoſe of the Whigs were in the reign of king 
James the ſecond, to protect the * s liber- 
ties alone. 


Nornixo is ſo apt to deceive mankind, as 


ſpecious plans of government, ideally delineated 


on paper: what can be finer imagined than this | 
of England ? but it is in this inſtance, as in 


the moſt highly finiſhed machines; a duſt ſtops 
| their motion, or produces an Irregularity. If 
| men were all reaſonable beings, and their whole 


drift and deſign were to render each other hap- 
py 3 if no intervening paſſions would interfere, 
to diſturb the regular diſpoſition of things, and 
the principles of a government once eſtabliſhed 


would proceed as uniformly as thoſe in mecha- 


nics; the Whig plan of the Engliſh conſtitu- 
tion would be the beſt adapted for human na- 
ture, and human happineſs. 


Bu r alas! ſuch is the temper of man, that 


ſomething more material and hardy- muſt make 
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LETTER III. ; 
up the component parts of a government, that 


thoſe which ate imagined in in the mhis (ſtem, 


: Is a bins (nc that be has an — 
ble right, and his, miniſter indulges him in that 
imagination; a militia, which was the ancient 


military force of this kingdom, and the gentry 


which command it, will never bend to ſuch 


9 mam carrie dee what ths” hows 
allow, - 97) 


No. king has an indefeaſuble tight t mbre 
than what the conſtitution allows him; and this 
>, and may be ſafely: granted: whatever more 
the ſpeculative zeal of a people may yield him, 
their ſenſations will contradict and correx;; and 


real feelings baniſh the influence of ideal notion. 


Thus, in this very manner of conſidering things, 
the king's deſire of power muſt be oppoſed 
by the people's love of liberty; two objects of 


the fame ſtrong paſſion, which, meeting like 


the ſides dnnn gh! 


port al firm and connected. 


II ſtranger way Mage er 4 fat be tha 


in 
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in what is every .day advanced i in public places, 
chat the Tories are bees ttie "Whigs, ant the 
Whigs Tories 3 which is, that the miniſter” bas 
: adopted the ptincipfes of the Tory, cho? he ealts 


kümſelf a we and the Tory oppoſes e en thoks 
er the Whigs, 4 


* 
et - 4 » _ - 7 %s #. 


hen k think can hav leſs _ in K city 
this aſſertion; the Tories have nd mclination to 
oppoſe the kings they bend their farce againſt tho 
miniſter aloneg whole power they ſee very year fo 
enormouſly increaling ; and the miniſter has no in- 
clination to augment the regal prerogative, and 
only advances his own power: thus it appears 
| that the Whigs are ſtill Whigs, tho? in power; 
and the Tories ſtill the ſame, tho? out * 


Tuis is the true ſtate as it appears to me, 
and the Whigs are conſcious of it; for which 
reaſon they brand with the opprobrious term of 
Jacobitiſm, all thoſe who are in the oppoſition 
to their meaſures. And as the million judges from 
words alone, without diſtinguiſhing ideas, this 
keeps their ſchemes from being examined, and 
their opponents doomed to a kind of infamy, 


ME. 


Wav . by rr rr 


6 . LE orange Wi | 


Mzrninzs 1 Fon given you an account 
| ſufficient to let you into the preſent ſituation of 
Engliſh' liberty; 1 have no more to add on 
this ſubject, and only deſire that you would con- 
ceal theſe Letters, which I may from time to 
time write you; perhaps there may be greater free- 
dom in them, than the nature of our order 
allows, or at leaft, than ſome warm heads will 
permit, who cannot bear a difference of ſenti- 
ment in matters of this nature. Adieu, T am l 


6 A 


1 


Yours moſt fucerey. 


LE T. 
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LE TT E RW. 
To the Rev. Father PaoLo Srexzzi 
at Rome. , 1010 


Dear Sie, | 


oF has been my frequent obſervation, that when 
man cannot account for any Phenomenon 


which is characteriſtic of the manners of a na- 
tion, they immediately ſeek aſſiſtance from ex- 
ternal nature, to explain the appearance and 
effects of internal. Indeed, a late writer of 
great merit would ſolve all the difference of 
governments on the face of the earth, by refer- 
ring them to the variety of air, climates and 
ſoils, which are to be found upon it; and thus, 
by placing words in the ſtead of ideas, ſoothe us 


into a ſolution of that phænomenon, which he 15 


yet leaves unaccounted for. 


Ir is ten thouſand times eaſier to ſay, that 
the air, climate, and ſoil of Venice, have been 
the cauſes of the government which exiſts in 
that city, than to trace the thouſand intrica- 
cies, which lead back to its real ſource. 
| To 


28 LETTER IV 


To me it appears, that nothing which af- 
f fects the body in the manner which thoſe exter- 
nal objects muſt affect it, can be the motives 


* — . . % 


to any conſiderable changes in government; they 


may make men more or leſs healthy, fatter or 
leaner, hotter or colder. But as all parts of go- 
vernment take their riſe from the powers of tlie 
mind and caſual circumſtances in its progreſ- 
Gon ; 3 methinks, to that all changes and con- 


ſtitutions of it ſhould be refer'd, 


7 — « * 
Fs 


\Worrs it not mY a pie who 
efpouſes this airial ſyſtem of government, to al. 
 fign by what wind the little republics of Lucca 
and St. Marino were blown into Italy, ſurround- 
ed with dominions of another kind; and pre- 
ſerved during the change of the reſt? Or whened 
it ariſes, that the very city which you inhabit 
ſhould have felt ſuch remarkable alterations } 
Are the climes and all material objects ſo totally 
changed firice the days of Cineinnatus, that: the 
revolutions of Rome can be deduced from thoſe 
cauſes? Have the winds of liberty forgotten to 
blow over that city, and the foil refuled to lend 
nurture. to its ſeeds? - | 


Tran 


Tu ax the effects of climates and exterior cauſes 
operate little in producing the various forms, by 
which mankind is governed, methinks we need to 
ſeek no other proof, than that ſameneſs of govern- 


rica, where (according to the accounts from the beſt 


ö | inhabit that part of the earth, and reſided long 
with chem) they are all held by one kind of 
conſtitution, from the leaſt habitable parts of the 


| the more ſouthern diviſion of Mexico and Peru, 
tho? che Spaniſh writers have given ſugh formi- 
Gable accounts of their emperors and incas, have: 
| no-remaining ttaces witch can lead a traveller to 

believe their ſtories; this renders their accounts to 


conquerors of great nations, may have ſupplied 


re E 


EP winds, l * climates, were the efficient 
cauſes. of that great variety of forms in govern 
ment, which ſubſiſt on the face of the old world 
it would be — to expect the ſame con- 


ſequences 


j 


ment which prevails thro* the continent. of Ame- 


travellers I have converſed with in this kingdom, | 
who have often viſited the various nations which 


north, to thoſe of the gulf of Florida; and even, 


be ſuſpetted, and that the vanity of being deem'd; 


their imaginations with what was deficient in 
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2 HET TPR W. 
ſequences in the new, where theſe cauſes have 
equally operated, and America ſhould therefore 
teem with all that is to be found in Europe in 
that kind. | 


Ye T, Sir, if we diſclaim all reſource from 
theſe cauſes, do not we deliver up the veſſel 
of philoſophy to the direction of winds and 
waves; and loſing that which may paſs for a 
reaſonable account, tho' without foundation, ſet 


our minds into diſquietude, and thus become 


more unhappy by this diſcovery, which tends 
do tell us we have been deluded. 


SHALL we then ſay, that ſuicide amongſt 
the ancient Romans and preſent Britons, is owing 
to the winds, air and foil? If we ſhould pay this 
complaiſance to that opinion, how will it help us 
to explain, why Rome has loſt that iniquity, and 
England found it? Why it deſerted that land, 
| where it is no more knewn, and fled to this, 
where it never found admittance in former times ? 
or ſhall we riſque the aſſigning ſome cauſe, which 
may explain this phznomenon. Notwithſtand- 
ing this cuſtom of ſelf-murder has ſo greatly pre- 


vail'd in each nation, I am far from thinking, that 


it took its riſe-from the ſame cauſes in Rome, 


2 1 
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LETTER IV, 37 


and in England; ; the education of Roman youth 
was military, and a contempt of life was of con- 


ſequence inculcated into their firſt ideas, and 
grew up into a total poſſeſſion of their ſouls. 


BES1 DE s this, the nature of their religion 


does not ſcem to offer ſuch reaſons for the fear of 
death, as the Chriſtian ; nor is it yet quite evident 


to me, that the Romans believed in a future ſtate = 


if Tully in ſome places ſeems to give countenance 


to ſuch a belief, in others he contradicts it; and 


Tacitus, and he, I think, aſcribe the intrepid be- 


haviour of the Germans, to their expectation of 


rewards in another world, for dying gloriouſly in 
this. 


Doss not this ſeem to intimate, that the Ro- 


mans entertain'd no notions of future exiſtence z 
at leaſt, that it was not the popular opinion, or 
even the philoſophical? and if they expected no re- 


ward it ĩs ſcarce probable they feared puniſhment, 


b Tu vs it ſeems that their diſpoſition of kil- 
ling themſelves aroſe from a contempt of life, 
early ingrafted in their minds, not conceiving 


it worthy the dignity of a Roman to live in mi- | 
"I 
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LETTER iy. | 
fory or Kiſhonour, either ideal or abſolute, for the 
ſake of a that de property, exiſtence, 


Fx oM this Fan their religion could not i 
terrify them; it did not tell them, that the ſuffer- 1 
ings af this world Jead to che feljeities of a beater; 
or that the crime of ſelf · murder would be attended 
with puniſn ment: hereafter: they had nothing to 
hope by tarrying here in affliction, and nothing 
to dread by leaving it, thro* their own volun - 
tary inclinations; and thus the love of life alone 
was not ſufficientiy prevalent to withhold their 
hands from ſuicide, unaſſiſted, hy che two prevail. 
ing paſſions of hope and fear. 


Ir you ſhould have the goodneſs to indulge. 
me in this account of the cauſe of the Roman ſui- 
cide, it will ſerve me but little, fear, in this of 
the Engliſh. Theſe men are Chriſtians, I think I E 
may ſay it to you, who ſee things with the leaſt 
prejudice. of all men, tho our faith ſcarce allows 
it to them; and yet I believe we muſt have re- 

cource to che reformation and its conſequenges, - 
for the cauſe of this unnatural practice. In en- 

deavouring to trace this to its ſource, we may per- 
perhaps find the reaſon, why it no longer prevails 
in Italy; and diſcover the cauſe of its prevailing 
| in 
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'E 1 T 1 E R IV. 33 
in this kingdom, to be « owing to the negleR of 5 


that which is obſerved in catholic « countries. 3 


ae E R lhe my rehding i in this nation, PAY 
I have heard of this raſh at of ſelf-murder be- 3 
ing com mitted; and have endeavour d at the 


MN knowledge of the character of thoſe perlons Who | 


have Been guilty of it; z it has cohſtanily appeared 


| | to be from poverty, from which they ſaw no 
Y way of relieving. themſelves; from a religious 
: melancholy; where the fear of future puniſhments. 
I has weighed down thit ſouls ſo heavily, that they 


have fled from this inſuppottable burthen, to: the 


very place they dreaded, the prelent pang was tos 
$ dreadful to Tuffer a mometit 's delay; ; from diſap- 
poititment i in their deſires; ; from having amaſſed 


large ſums by the moſt iniquitous means, inatteri- 


q tive in the Liltry day « of youth, and action, to the 


horrors which muſt ſucceed in the chilly evening 
of old age; or laſtly from having been equally 


abandoned thro? the love of inordi inate pleaſures 


in their youth, and: ſtered their breaſts with ſeeds 
of tortures for the inquiſitive hour of conſcience; | 
one or other of theſe has born tl the viſibk cauſe 
of their ſuicide, . . 
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34 L ET T E R IV. 
No man is fo partial to his own religion, to ima. 
gine that the catholics have not ſeeds of the ſame | 
diſpoſitions in them; whoever is accuſtomed to con- 
feſs thoſe people, will find chem there; but then 
they poſſeſs : a cure which th ep roteſtants have not, 
and can fly to the falutary and oothing expedi ient of 

a confeſſor, where the mind disburthens itſelf in 
ſecrecy. and faferty, and comes back lighten'd from 

its woes, like a galley-ſlave from his fetters juſt 
knocked off. Every perſon who has, felt afflic- 
tion, or obſerved the onſequences of 1 it in others 
of the henry” pour rs out the ftory of its ſufferings 
and calamities, S0 earneſt i is it of ſeeking ſome 

ear to whom it may unfold its ſtate, that the de- 


| fire of obtaining preſent caſe very frequengly 
urges men fo diſcoveries of what they ought to 
conceal, and to perſons Who they are con- 
vinced are no friends, and whom they ought not 
to truſt, 5 Gs 1 


. *- a 


1 x many inftances You Aube 2 this into 
ation; a confeſſion! of former iniquities would 
be err death, irreparable diſgrace,” or total 
ruin: thus the mind continues harraſſed, till it 
les to that, which is the be greateft of all terrorss 
1 the preſent. 


Y 7. 1 
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ant ſecrets of life, reputation and property, that 
will not reveal them ? Whereas i in the catholic 


religion the confeſſor hears this, and no dread of 


diſcovery haunts the mind, which has opened | 
its whole cabinet of ſecrets; he ſooths the afflicted. 


into ſome contentment of their ſtate, and alle- 
viates their miſery. It is to the want of this re- 


ſource in England, that this horrid crime of 


ſuicide is chiefly to be attributed, and to the 
power of confeſſing the moſt atrocious actions, 
that it prevails 1 no where | in catholi countries. 


| Pha tell me, Sit, you who have been long 
| Inured to the ſecret recefſes of human hearts, 


and found conſolation for thoufands in diſtreſs, 
whether this which I have been/faying, may not 


offer ſome reaſon for the common practice of ſelf⸗ 


deſtruction ſo frequentin England, and its defetting 
our country ? Duting my refiderice hete, 1 have 


hever known one catholic whe has been guilty of i it. 


To me it appears that the 2 of the | 


Engliſh church were extremely miſtaken in ab- 
D 2 ns liſhing 
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LETTER AVL. 35 


Tnoss in that ſituation haye no relief in the 
religion of England. To whom ſhall they con- 
feſs? Who can be ſafel y, truſted with the import · 


a LET T E R IW. 
liſhing auricular confeſſion. To diveſt the Prieſt 
of the power of the peoples conſciences they gave 
0 them into their own hands, who are very bad 
keepers of then; arid thay fear of being held in 
: ſlavery, as they call it, by the church, they re- 
ſigned themſelves up to be actuated by that evil 
Principle Which reigns more or leſs in every 
breaſt; which Xenophon has finely deſcribed i in 
his Cyropedia, i in the ſtory of Panthæa, to have 


actuated Araſpes, and which the Chriſtian religion 
calls the devil. 


ls it not 4 that the minds of men require 
is much attention, to be preſerved healthy, as their 
bodies? And tho? we pay the greateſt regard to 
the latter, in chuſing all we eat or drink, yet 
diſcaſes will arrive, and we are obliged to fly to 
ſome ſkil), ſuperior to our own, or we run che : 
riſque of being deſtroyed. 


bs it uncharitable to ſuppoſe, that health & 
bode 3 is more the concern of human nature, than 
ſanity of ſoul? 2 Or that it is leſs ſolicitous to 
preſerve the latter from ſtains, than the former 
from every thing which may defile it. 
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Ir it is not, it pit require more relief, and 
more frequent application to the latter, than at- 
tention to the former ; 3 the mind of a man will 1 
no be more at caſe under the choughts of great 0 
| crimes, , than a beauty under that of a tetter e creep- 
ing upon the roſe in her cheeks, and ſpreading 
ceformiry ; and yet in theſe mental diſeaſes, there = 
are no remedies provided. in this land. 1⁸ not 
this to be ignorant of human nature, and a want 

of he at e of n _ 3 that of 
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pk RHAP 8 it is in. n part Pon a 0 that 
there is almoſt an univerſal reſtleſsneſs in the be- 
haviour of the people of England; they are ſteady | 
in nothing but the love of wine, which diſſipates 
their diſquietude whilſt they ſit together; we ſee 
them moving from ſeat to ſeat in company, with 
every ſymptom of the tædium vitæ on their 
countenances and actions. In aſſemblies, withour 
being preſent ; riding and driving from one pu- 
blic place to another in ſearch of new objects, 
which after a week become as dull and unenter- 
taining as thoſe of their own homes. For this 
reaſon you ſee more people on the roads of Eng- 
| | Dat mad. 
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- 


O N E erer G in . government of 7 


mankind, is to prevent as much as poſſible the 
inhabitants of a country from running into ex- 
ceſſive diſorders, which are fatal to the happineſs 
of the people; and the moſt effectual way of ob- 
"raining this adyantage | is the coming to the know 
ledge of them the ſooneſt 3 | | 


* 4. . ” * 
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TEE mind which has been ated by its firſt 
crime, generally feels inexpreſſible compunction 
for that commiſſion, and would gladly lay hold 
on the occaſion of being reinſtated in its former 
tranquillity. Yet, ſuch is the nature of human 
frailty, it ſeldam has force enough to obtain this 
Without aſſiſtance; the pain harraſſes him that 
has lapſed, to drown it in company and exceſs; 
and that again puſhes him to farther autrage 
till at laſt time hardens that heart which before 
was ſenſible of its offence, and the delinquent 
Joes on ta deſtruction, or old age, when all re- 
coils in horror on the ſedentary and inactive foul 


| Tas is s frequently 3 bs n 
the firſt error, the offender finds ſuch lghgeosb 
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LETTER I. 39 


of ſpirits after this diſcharge, ſuch. eaſe ſpreading 
over the ſoul, recalling peace and pleaſure, like a 
flower dtowned with exceſſive | rains, or like the 
| ſleeping a animal amgkened by! the genial ſun-beams; 
that he dreads the, relapſing, into his former ſtate, 
and is reclaimed entirely. 2M he ſoul in the guilt 
of offends catelefs of elk, it heedleſsly lets all 
run to ruin, but When it becomes depurated by 
thi act of confeſſion and comfort, it takes heed 
to its paths, and enjoys, | the Fe which are 
alone! to human fh ; 
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ſome filth will flow with the pureſt water, and 
requires cleaning at certain times, or the whole a 
element becomes corrupted. | 


vob muſt have obſerved, Sr, that a fon wid 
rat under the father's diſpleaſure, if it continues, 
ſeldom amends his life from it, the pain of hav- 
ing offended, leaves him entirely reſtleſs and un- 
heeding; ; he commits yet greater offence from that 
very uncaſineſs which was cauſed by his offend- 
ing. Yet let a reconciliation be once obtained, 
| he feels a pleaſure and eaſe unknown before, and 
having freed himſelf from that anxious ſituation, 


fins no more, and lives in peace and felicity. 
D 4 | To 


4% LETTER IV, 
F 0 this want of eaſing, the mind by confeſſion, 


is t to be attributed the frequent commiſſion. of 
ſuicide, tho indeed | many ( of theſe deſperate ac- 
tions may be aſſigned to the being awed by no 
god, 'and influenced by no relj igion ; a. ſtate not 
uncommonly found amongſt the "big -heſt and 
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by | loweſt ranks of people i in this kihgdom, . 
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1 F you converſe with the natives of this' con- 5 
try on his ſubje, they w will eſther tell you, that i 
_ their church allows and approves of confeſſion 7 
or that this uſe gives the prieſt an abſolute 7 power 
ver the lives and contfienpes of Hh confines 


ET), 


11 DEE p, the firſt | is true; but then there lies 
no puniſhment againſt that prieft who ſhould re- 
veal the ſecrets committed to his ear; and thus the 3 
penitent has no ſecurity : And the latter they are ö 
miſtaken 1 in, ſince no man need be afraid of them 
who cannot hurt him. All revelation of ſecrets, ; 
by catholic clergy, is inevitably puniſhed by I 
death. Pray tell me then, have not theſe reform- 

ers diveſted human nature of its greateſt con- 
ſolation, and by the imagination of preſerving 
themſelves free from the tyranny of the clergy 
rendered themſelves ſlaves to thoſe feelings and 
conditions which are more or leſs inſeparable 
8 from 


from the ſtate of a man, from which very fatal 
conſequences are hourly ariſing ? To me it ſeems, 
they might have preſerved this cuſtom, without 


being thought guilty of popery, that beinous lin 


to preſbyterian Purity. , Burn this,' and believe 


me, moſt alſuredly, 
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25 the Reverend Father Auerre 
Bon cAAO, 4 Rome. ng 0. 
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DS,, 
T has been frequently aa; chat the hap- 
pineſs of individuals does not depend on poſ- 
.-  ſeigns, ang that the labourer enjoys the delights 
Wa bf eaſe and ſleep, with a pleaſure unknown to thoſe 
kn who live in continual inaftivity : One day of re- 
1 laxation from toil is taſted with rapture, by 
thoſe limbs which are exerciſed in work all the 
bother ſix; ſleep is exſtacy to fatigue, and plain 
food delicious to the hungry. Whilſt all theſe 
are paſt over, unaffecting the hearts or ſenſes of 
thoſe who live in one continual reſearch of that 
which fails them in the poſſeſſion. | 


; Iv Uke manner every people forms che idea 
of felicity from what it perceives in itſelf: The 


Engliſh are not more confident, that this iſland 
from Tweed to the Lands-end, ( Scotland is ex- 
cepted) is the moſt inviting ſpot of the univerſe, 
chan the Laplander, who freezes beneath the arcs 

fc 


= f , 
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tic circle, or the negro ho burns vpon the tor- 


rid ſands of Guines. are of the s ol. their 


4 


nativi F 
. „„ bu” | Li »# 70 > ' 
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Ir this be a ed it is a « benefits one 3 


it reconciles its inhabitants to the place of their 


24 Hf 4b 


reſidence, and peoples the globe 1 in a thouſand 


101 


places, which muſt have been Es a deſert. 


1 bes 3. 


"Yer probatily it is no weakneſs in che natufe 


of man, but the abſolute and real condition of 
being human creatures: the ideas we receive 


from external objects, and internal ſenſations, 
form and compoſe the actuality of the ſoul, 
and theſe naturally make the pleaſures of our 
| lives. Cuſtom” and education are the baſis of 
our judgments; things are conſidered right 'or 


Wrong, true or falſe,” more as they refer to theſe 


two parts in us, than as they are in the real 
nature of things. Abſtracted truths are the con- 
ceptions of very few underſtandings, whilſt 


thoſe of relative ones, are general to all minds: i 
the beauty, happineſs, underſtanding, of all na- 
tions are examined, as they relate to each in- 
dividual, tho? imperceptably, and determined 
to be more or leſs excellent, as they tally with 


the 
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the ideas which we have formed upon thek 


ſubjects; ſelf ſteals into all our examinations, 
and eſtabliſhes our judgments relating to man. 


e 1 


5 * 1 . — + £14 
r . e 4 43 
* 8 


"Te F "os" he t true, that cuſtom. and, locality 
form our fouls and its pleaſures, it of conſe- if 
"quence makes us diſlike or condemn thoſe which i | 
differ from us ; and therefore, whilſt an Engliſh- 


man wonders how an Italian can live in a land 


of popery and Alavery ; the Italian admires at 


the Engliſh libertiniſm, and want of all religion 
and police; in thoſe two views it appears, wi 
thoſe Engliſh eyes who are accuſtomed to ſee . 
our worſhip in ſuch exceſs, carried into ido- I 
: latry and arbitrary power, according to En. 
gliſh judgments z and to Italians their liberty i is 
licentiouſneſs. . 


0 * 
a. | 1 


Mr TH INK 5 liberty i is but another'r name for 
eaſe ; where the mind is in tranquillity under the 
government where it lives, the inhabitants may 
be denominated free, at leaſt they cannot be 
termed ſlaves, where the chains are not felt, | 


Every 
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Ev E R * | Engliſhman's notions of happineſs 
q 18 included in riches; for that reaſon, where · 
: ever they travel, they conclude all the world 
5 are more or leſs happy, as they are more or 
eg wealthy. When they ſpeak. of the deſerted 
W towns of Italy, they talk of their inhabitants as. 
; the moſt. miſerable of people, becauſe they are 
15 not rich; trade, commerce, and buſtle, are their 
WW only and eternal notions of felicity: the quiet, 
: ſedentary and contented man, is conceived as 
; unhappy, becauſe he is not in conſtant acti 
W vity ; whereas I believe, that the pain in getting 
1 riches, is ſeldom balanced by the : 1098 they 
bring with them. : 


Is truth, money is all that is zealouſly pur- 


: the whole of human bliſs, in the poſſeſſing it ; 
Woot conceiving that the mind of man may draw. 
Wconſolation and exſtatic joy from other obj es, 
Wwich more m and win. 


. N * people, on their travels, ſee a 
poor Italian pouring out the warm devotion 
Jof his ſoul, before the image of his patron ſaint, 
| ANY | they 


ſued in this nation; the inhabitants have placed 
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| 46 
they conclude Tal a fool, or a deluded bigot, 
becauſe he can draw no advantage from this 8 | 
| Image, which is inanimate and void of power; 
and laugh at this as idolatry, not once conceiving 4 


— 


that the rapture Which Alls' the foul of this de. 
votee, is as real and effectualj joy to him and his 
conception at that time, as if the image was im- 
powered with all the as of creation : yet theſe 
very men ſhall approve of the perſon, who, in 
commerce, ſwears thro the day, and paſſes the 3 
night fleepleſly, or him who demeans himſel 
to act the loweſt character to an idol miniſter, | 
in hopes of that gold, which each is frequently 
diſappointed of; or, if they lay their hands upon 
it to take poſſeſſion, feel every parting chilling 1 
going fromſt Weir f like Ny from their | | 
hearts, 3 e ee 


Tu idolatrous adorer of gold is Neuen 7 
deceived, if not always, in one ſhape or ano- I 
ther; the religious devotee never: if he does N 
not receive the boon he afks, he always rifs 
from his knees- with more happineſs, than be 
fell upon them ; and, ſuch is the fabric of the 
mind of man, finds eaſe i in aſking, tho“ diſap- 


Pointed, and continues that devotion thro 2 
whol 


W ſtatue of the faint does to the religious: the 


whole liſe « bang. e in bi wages 
diſpoſition. TOES: i WS 


— _— 


ITI K * c can never « find mls l in diſappoint» 
ment, and tho' he poſſeſſes what he adores, to 
a man. of his temper \gald can afford no more 
of what the world generally ad mires, than the 


miſer dares not touch the ſacred hoard, and the 
marble cannot give. Thus, in each inſtance, it 


is the belief only, that each object of their devo- 


tion has the power of beſtowing. which com- 
municates their happineſs, and no real reception 


In any other manner from either of them. 


Ir we place liberty in the room of happineſs; 
and examine whether the being flaves to the 
paſſion of wealth, and goaded on to the obtaining 


tit, is not as painful as that of being ſubjected 


to the religion and laws of monarchic ſtates; 
taking into the conſideration the effects of cuſ- 


tom, education, and belief, ſhall we not find 
| that thoſe people are as free as the: Engliſh, 
at leaſt as eaſy, chearful, and contented ? which 


tho'* not the ideal liberty of a Britain, is the 
true one of human nature; in which, freedom 
N and 
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and eaſe 
or the paſſion which domineers over us, is 
equally a tyrant, whether ſeated WIR on 4 
2 or de in out hearts, | 


k 


Fos my felf, 1 wel 10 u. were it in my 
Power to chooſe which of thoſe paſſions I would 


poſſeſs, the love of God in penury, or the love 
of riches in poſſeſſion as a miſer, even for the 
joys of this world, were they to extend no far- 
ther; 1 would ſeize the firſt, and renounce the 
latter: every diſappointment on earth, the de- 
vout mind converts by hope into rewards in heas 
ven; and every diſappointm ent to a adorer of 
/ gold, is real torture. 


1 am 3 ſatisfied, that devotion yields 
more joy to the natives of Italy, than wealth ; 


does to thoſe of England; and that the pbot 
of each nation have no kind of compariſon in 
their happineſs 1 thoſe' of London having loſt all 
influence of religion, and almoſt forgotten that 
there is a God, at leaſt i in practice; whilſt thoſe 
of Rome draw conſtant happineſs, f. from his eters 

nal preſence, * | 
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ate the ſame things, and tlie Piet 
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"I the philoſopher i it remains to decide, which. 

is the inoſt reaſonable way of paſting life ? 

not to the Engliſh wiſeman, who trying every 

fingle object of the various faculties of man, 
W by what he calls reaſon, which is wealth, in 
ü this inſtance, judges truly of none: but to 
; that man who knows human nature, its variety 
. and weakneſs, its paſſions, ſenſes, and ſenſa- 
ons, the fallibility of its judgment and par- 
WE ciality to particular cuſtoms, -and what it muſt 
- enjoy to be at eaſe; to him I fanſy, the difference 
of happineſs will not be ſo wide, as the Engliſh 
| Wl conceive it, between the poſſeſſor of the Ro- 
miſh religion, and Engliſh riches z if it ſhould, . 
| I own myſelf miſtaken, and recall my opinion; 


1 ; and yet believe me, ſuch is the depravity of 
1 man, I am perſwaded, that the catholic Italian 
: E would rendunce his faith, and patron faibr, 
u fooner than the Engliſhman his money, with a 
W | view of 1 Os 6 in the Wan I am, 
Ah if Tok our - ml ebedient, 
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7⁵⁰ ble r Father 8 T EF a N 0 | : 
LoABENZIXI at Rome, 


Dear 3 

P JERHAPS it would be Aiicale to find 

I two cities, which reſemble each other o 
Little, as that which you inhabit, and this from 
vhence I wtite. At Rome tho? there are matks 
of preſent grandeur, yet the remains of the an- 
tient edifices impart an air of dejection, and 
decline, which naturally awakes the ſigh ; whill 
all London increaſes in architecture and inhabi- $ 
tants, and conveys' no other idea, but chat of i 
buſtle and buſineſss. | = 


W E RE we to STOR df * ths in 4 5 
5 ſtreets on all days but the Sunday, we muſt con- f 
clude that the idea of a God is unknown in this 3 
country; here are no monks in rr 
richly clad, bearing crucifixes, and relicks ; ne 
hoſt carry ing to the ſick, to ſweeten the moment 
of the ſoul's departure; the temples are ſhut, 
and- their God _ exiled from that plate, 

where 


LETTER vi. Fi 
Where he is more immediately ſuppoſed to 
dwell: not A prieſt in the ſtreets to be ſeen, 
but juſt at the times of, before, or after dinner, 
firutting behind a roſey cheek and double chin, 
to or from ſome table of good chear. Even on 
theit days of worthip in their churthes, there 
is ten thöufand times more inattention to theit 
duty, than to the price of ftocks in change alley 
all the reſt of the week ; and the fervour of their 
| devotion fo obtain a | ſeat in. paradiſe i is infinitely 
ſhort, of that of e one in 5 : 


++ % +» 


; are az pode — unanimated in their W of 4 
; votion, as they are warm and active in thoſe of 
W gctting, riches z and their temples, and exchanges, 
W are accordingly conſtrued: within for thoſe dif- 
kerent diſpoſitions ; every family having in their 
3 churches a ſnug pew, a kind of cloſet, where 
Itbey all Gt and fleep, or employ themſelves in 
any thing but their duty to the higheſt : where- 
as, in their Places of commercial rendez vous 
there are no ſeats, they would be uſeleſs there, 


the zeal of gain enn them ars to their 
duty. 


abe, N | 3 


Ox 


> 
fi 


On the contrary, the ſtreets of Rome are : filled 
with religious objects, prieſts, proceſſions, cru- 
cifixes, the living and dying attending and at- 
tended 3 the churches, ready to receive the riſing 
devotion of the inhabitants, ſtand with open 
doors to yield them a place of worſhip 3. alt has 
the continual air of . exerciſe. 


I London, religion f ſeems to be periodical 
like an ague, which returns only once in ſeven 
days, and then attacks the inhabitants with the 
cold fit only, which phyſicians reckon the moſt 
fatal; che burning never ſucceeds i in this country, 


Ix fact, the whit buſineſs 011 London ſeems 

to be deſigned for the kingdom of this world; 
and that of Rome, for that of the other. If 
it be true, as the proteſtants pretend, that we 
have too much pomp and pageantry, in our 
way of worſhipping the author of our religion 
is it not equally true, that they have too little? 
Shall we then, one moment dropping all attach: 
ment to every particular ſe& of chriſtians, ex- : 
amine as philoſophers, whether theſe aſſertions | 
re true or falſe; and conſidering man as he is, 
endeavou 


n Err Vo, "6 


eder to decide ſomething more perma- 


this . 


1 * has been 0 againſt the 8 


W countenance in the goſpel ; this latter, I think, 


| churchmen, 


ment had received it, ſhould always continue 
in that ſtate, is juſt as ſenſible as to ſay, that 
becauſe we are at firſt children, we ſhould al- 
ways continue ſo; or, that our Saviour being 
born in a place for the reception of cattle, ought 


to be worſhipped by none but cow-herds, * 
herds, and . 5 


—— 


Evi RY iuſtitution, religious or civil, muſt 
have its birth, e maturity, and decline 


nent, than has hitherto been determined upon | 


in favour of the proteſtants; that the former 
bave deſerted the primitive way of worſhip, 
. | and introduced ten thouſand frivolous and idle 
- ceremonies . into their religion, which find no 


has been fairly obviated in the writings of our 


8 ve methinks, the en that . pri 
mĩtive mode of worſhip, when Chriſtianity was 


in its infancy, before any kingdom or govern- 


Þ 
1 7 
1 
[4 1 
bi 
: ! 
8 
: 
5 
1 
N 
1 
{on 
x 
| 
bit 
4: 
i! 
2 
Mi 
1 
1 
} 
l 
* 
TH 
j 
14 
3 
4 
| 5 
. ! 
4 
| 
. 
: 


84 1 ETTITEIN: UL .- 
perhaps, equally with animal nature. Thing 
and ſyſtems, animate or inanimate, are obnoxious 
to this deſtiny ; and if it were not contradi&ed 
in the ſacred ſcriptures, 1 ſhould be inclined 
to believe, "that even the chriftian religion, may 
one day or other feel this fatal effect, and a new | 
diſpenfation recall mankind from the vices it 
is at preſent ptecipitated into; at leaſt, it ſeems 
n in Us . of apoſtacy from the 
a 


. OY 


As there is no mode of worſhip laid down 
in thoſe writings, which have imparted to us 
the dictates of Chriſt; we may reaſonably ſug- 
geſt, that chriſtianity, like the firſt religion of 
| nature, was deſignedly left in this manner, that 
legillators and potentates might adapt it to the 
different ſyſtems of government which they 
pleaſed; ; and to the nature of thoſe inhabi- 
tants, amongft whom it was promulged : there 
are many paſſages in ſcripture which would ſup- 
port ſuch an bu at leaft were MY 10 
to do. 


Fo R this reafon, the nature of all mankind 
being much the fame, f in the days of the firſt 
pto- 


LETTER VL 5 

W propagating the goſpel z their exerciſes, / arts, 
commerce, and employments, being extremely. 
few, except in Greece and Italy ; it was ne- 
W ccflary that much time ſhould be employed in 
as of devotion: the mind muſt be agitated | 
ke the ocean to keep it ſweet, and every part 
of it, the paſſions, ſenſes, faith, imagination, and 

- reaſon, find ſome Object which may anſwer.to 
each fut, to make it happy and at caſe. 


Wy nos E Who have conceived that the origi- 
nal ſimplicity, which made the charaReriftic 
Jof the firſt chriſtians, was always to continue, : 
W have been extremely ignorant in the nature of 
W man : it was neceſſary to oppoſe, at that time, 
h that deluge of deifying the moſt infamous of 
men, who from being leſs than human under 
the title of emperors in this world, would be 
| gods in the other, or the whole effect of reli - 
gion had been deſtroyed. But when this rage 
was aboliſhed, human nature muſt again take 
1 place ; tho floods have drowned the lands and 
ſwept away the harveſt, yet it would be abſurd 
to think it muſt never -be fair weather : tho? 
| the common proceſs of nature, ſeems neceſſarily 
Interrupted by thoſe revelations from heaven for 
OT ſome . 
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ſome time, yet the former manners will return 1 
and thus the progreſſion of Chriſtianity from its 
primitive to its mature ſtate, has been as natural 
to it, as the paſſing from infancy to manhood. 


For theſe reaſons, have we not done right to 
catch the eye and ear, by objects of admiration 
and influence? muſt not the faith be kept alive, 
by objects adapted to the credulity of the hu- 
man mind; which diſpoſition actuates indefi- 
nitely in human nature, if not the whole ſpe- 
cies; ſomething muſt inflame us by enthuſiaſm 
to acts of virtue, and damp us in the hour when 
the evil principle preſides; and thus ſecure 
us from violence and miſdeeds, 


Tus reaſon of that man who does not con- 


To ceive things in this way, is extremely limited; 


he is either differently framed, or not acquaint- 
ed with what pally. in himſelf, or in the hearts 


1 other men; he decides from too circum- 
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ſcribed à knowledge, and calls that truth and 
right reaſon, which is the glimmering of a weak 
capacity, and only ſerves, like the dim ſepul- 
chral lamp, to light him to diſeaſe and death. 
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Arrzx having advanced chus fa, it may 
be allowed, that, ſome governments, and ſome 


people, may require leſs pompous application 


to every part of the underſtanding, than others; 
but certainly no civilized nation can be happily 
conducted, without ſomething of this nature. 


Ir the idleneſs of the Italians requires the at- 


tention of many religious ceremonies to pre- 
ſerve them from ill actions, and keep their 
minds active; the Engliſh, a buſy commercial | 
ſtate, may perhaps ſtand leſs in need of ſuch 
great numbers as are ſeen in Iraly ; ; if the im- 
putation of idolatry be thrown upon us, becauſe 
we aboynd too much with ceremony; if tyranny 
over the minds of the people, be the ſarcaſm 
which falls on the Romiſh church; we may re- 
ply, that irreligion is the conſequence of ne- 
glecting the firſt, and anarchy, confuſion, and 
immorality 1 in the people, from the too much 
indulgence in the other, in Great Britain. 


| 1s it ſhould be objected, that by means = 


all that pageantry of devotion which is ſeen at 
Rome, the ſpirit which ſhould animate the 
chriſtian 
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i LETTER VI... 
chriſtian evaporates, and leaves the ſoul ſteril 
in acts of charity; it may be juſtiy replied, 
that in Britain there is not enough to make the 
mind active, i in ſearch of beneficence. Thus pro- 
bably, it may ſeem that ſomething may be 
mended in each city, relating to the form 
and ſpirit of religion ; and that tho* England 
requires leſs ceremany at this time than Rome 
yet conſidering human nature as it is, there i is 
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more morality to be expected from that peo- 
ple, which has ſome object operating on every 
part of the wind, by the warmth of hope en- 
couraging, and the chill of fear reſtraining; 
11 than from that where the whole number of in- 
| 14 dædividuals has almoſt forgotten, that there is a 
10 power which ſuperintends, ang is ſuperior to 
man. 
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14 Pray receive the bearer Gf this, with 1 
i Wi reſpect which he deſerves; and conceal the con- 
| Jil | rents from your right eye, if you read it with 
j 1 1 your left; in truth * this and remember 
1 me. I am, &c. 
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LETTER Vl. 
To the Reverend Father Dow i 
MAN ZZ ONTL at Nene. 


9 Sir, | 
ERHAPS no nation bas produced great- 
er geniuſes, than this from whence I write 


q this letter, in many parts of literature and 
knowledge; their philoſophers, paets, and ma- 
chematicians, are eſteemed and ſtudied every 


where; and a reputation of learning attributed 


to chem, beyond the other kingdoms in Europe. | 
IIc is beſides this, the peculiar honor of the indi- 
© viduals, that their productions have been owing 
I to the force of their own genius, unafliſted and 
unencouraged by any thing from the throne ;, 
even to this hour, there is not a ſingle penſion 
| given to any one, as the reward of literature, 
Y unleſs it be to that apoſtate of our 


order, who having revolted from the religion 
he profeſſed, and diſengaged himſelf from all 
e vows he had made (a liberty Sir Thomas 
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* LE TT E R VII. 
More thought that no man could conſcientiouſly 
diſpenſe with) receives a penſion of two hundred 1 
pounds a year as long as he ſhall continue to 5 
write the lives of 1 how long this 
will continue you will judge from the nature 7 
of the man, a very ſterile ſample: of which he 
has already given to the public; you would be 
delighted with the artifices which. he has made Wi 
uſe of, to imprint a belief of his being, i in conti I 
nual danger of death from the hands or machi- ; 
nations of our order; it would not be ſurpri- 
Zing t to me, if I ſaw. him Archbiſhop. of Cath 
 terbury : So greedily thoſe ſenſible people ſwal 
low the im probable. accounts he gives them, 
and believe that a man, who thinks himſelf 
bound by no oatlis, becauſe he has a mind to 
break them, and that change of ſentiment dil 
ſolves all obligation, is yet candid enough to 
tell nothing but truth in the tales he recites to 
them; after this can they laugh at catholia 
who give credit to the miracles of ſaints, and . 
be ſurprized at the populace being in devotion x 
before their ſhrines? 


a. * 


* 
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LETTER 6 

FR oM this neglect of learned men it is, hat 
the preſent decline of literature i is ſo great: The 
men of letters have nothing but that harpy,'a 
bookſeller, o give them bread; and is it pol- 
ſible that an author will for the ſake of honour 
| alone ſtarve, whilſt he is giving the laſt finiſhings 
of his productions by repeated reviſals, for which 
he will not obtain one ſhilling better price? Can 


the nonum prematur. * annum find entrance 
here? | 
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E "is. is a « ſcandal to ph "nation, „ duc letters 
121 given the kingdom its greateſt reputation, 
that thoſe who deſerve well on. that account, 


a . ſhould be conſtantly haunted by that fiend ne- 
1 ceſſity ; ; and whilſt they are labouring for the 
g instruction, happineſs, and entertainment of ; 
, | others, be deprived of all theſe themſelyes. 88 
to Every thing that does not come from che 
ics I hands of a genius, is either diſeſteemed, or pre- 
nd tended fo to be: like the late king of Pruſſia in 


bis tall troops, this nation receives none, of the 
common ſtandard. ' genius will ſhew itfelf, it 
burſts ſpontaneous like flowers from the earth; it 
usa native of this clime, and therefore requires no 
R OV 5 artificial 
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artificial heat to bring it to perfection: This is the | 
common talk of all; and yet the naturaliſt will tell 


them, that very few flowers in this varying clige | 
blow well, without being ſhelter'd from the ſudden 
blights and froſts which are : natural to it. 1 


+3 44. 


Furr neighbours the French ate of an: 
other ſentiment ; the academy of ſcience far? 
niſhes twenty penſiohs to men of gemus; and 
their other academies honburs äfid favourable i 
reception to their members alſo ; ſcarce à Wi 
ter of note who is not at his caſe, remains unre- 
warded. The celebrated Marivaux and Crebillion 
have been each very lately remunerated by the 
Marchioneſs of PTY, who does honour to the 
king that takes her to his arms, and effaces e every 
reproach | by the favour which the ſhews to 
learned men and artiſts, It mould be declarel 
high treaſon for a king of any nation to have | 
a miſtreſs, or be ſerved by a cou, that Is not 
a native of that 1 Shay live in. 10 


5 N 


SoveREtons who feel [ls controul than 
their ſubjects, from all kinds of inclination, are 
more liable to purſue their deſires than other 


men; anc indeed, ſpeaking humanly, they will 
and 
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LETTER VII. 63 
and muſt be allowed in it; but chen their fol- 
lies ſhould be converted to as much uſe as poſſi 
ble; and what chey give their favourites, thouls 
return to the people. The fun which robs th 
fields of theit fragrance! by exhalations, reſtores 
it again in dews-and friendly ſhowers, to the te- 
freſhing thoſe flowers which it parched in the 
zenith of its heat, and does not fuffer them to be 
wafted to other lands, and denied to thoſe fields 
which firſt nnn _— % Elte 

n anoinas 2d) S 0 

* ts nition a than of ſenſe n 

Power of aſſiſting himſelf, and improving, in polite 
company; there ſcatce remains perſon of diſtine- 


WD _ 


79 tion who pays regard to men of letters; and the 
oldies, who have good natural capaeities, have not 
4 et imitated the French, in what would be more 
* 5 laudable than following the cut of a Cap, or 
ot the dreſſing their hair, the prefiding at their own 
caſemblies: tliere men of letters might meer, 
| converſe, and tearn purity of manners, elegance 
afl: 


Jof converſation, and decency of raillery, from tho. 
reſpect which men naturally pay to the pre- 
ſence of a polite woman. It is the ill fate of 

| this 


vill 
nd 


64 B 'E TTER VII. 
4 this nation to borrow the follies of France; and 
the good fortune of the- French to adopt the 
excellencies of this iſland : You! will ſuggeſt 
then from this continual intercourſe, what judg- | 
ment threatens this kingdom, and what a glorious 
revolution there vill e arrive at laſt. 


A I F kts a man 3 ideas, it is 
education which affords them their dreſs; not 
that of ſchools and colleges, where the deſire 
of following the ancients in their very expreſſions, 


as near as two languages will ſuffer it, deſtroys 
the originality of thinking, which ſhould appear 
in all writings, | and gives that the air of copy 
and plagiariſm, waich the knowledge. of- the 
world would otherwiſe have rendered new and 
e | Fry 


Fan hence + is, that thoſe men of . ſtudy 


| who have written on familiar ſubjects, have drawn 
the characters in their works with a mock exalted 
and tif out-line, like the drawings of Albert 
Durer; and thoſe who have never ſtudied” the 

_ claſſics, but written from what they call life, 
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LETTER VII. 65 


8 tw6 low, finical, and familiar, without that alert 

x | and eaſy grace which is to be ſeen in the paint- 
5 ings of Watteau. The firſt have deſcribed 
mankind as it is ſeen ic moſt moral authors; the 
good unallay'd with weakneſs, the bad unim- 
z proved with yirtues : The other as it generally 
. looks in nature unexalted by ſuperior touches 
1 of genius and underſtanding, a uniform nothing 
F in nature, like cyphers without a firſt figure 
7 to add value to the ſum; an every moment's | 
b object totally improper for entertainment or uſe. 


Tas ſeems to be the true reaſon why ſtran- 
ers complain, that the writers in this language 
i are deficient in a certain grace and elegance, 
which are to be found amongſt the French 
Wand Italians, at the ſame time applauding their 
E firength of conception and hardineſs of expreſ- 
ion; the ſeeds of genius ſhoot out ſtrong in this 
© foil, but the pruner's hand is not ſufficiently 
employed to make them bear the moſt ex- 
quiſite fruit to foreign palates. If the man- 
the ners, and way of life, ſhould change to that 
are which is known abroad; the women dictate 
too Vor. I. = elegance 
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ſit this iſland, we may 


Fa 


our, an 


* 


* 
yet ſee the other nations of Europe ſurpaſſed 
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J am your moſt obedient. 


— 


Ap l EV, recommend me to —— 


genius once more revi 
all the parts of fine writing. 


elegance to ſenſe, and grace to behav 


66 
in 


2 


* — - 2 — — =_ . - . 2 4 6 7 = > — : . en — 7 b _ IF 5 2 PN 6 7 ; g As . 
8 — — —————B . ———— 0 — : —— 3 ** PR 1 8 e. g . Gore . 93 * 8 a OS ; ” 
þ — n . — . k 4 S 


n — > 5 D : 
, Ws oy n ＋ * No - - An . 2 7 8 8 1 : - * xt fx ” — 4 1 
—:. — PIR — — — * ä —— 


5 3 e a IRAN. wort» 9 2 — SO. + . Sod: : — * 7 3 * 8 2 8 P — ä 2 — 
* 8 p — > 0 : 2 2 — : rb: N * "ap... oO. Be . r . * 7 * - my x : rr „ — 
. - —_ * 7 — 18 w = AA) > * - 


* o . | ſe 1 r : 3 — 
r ** 3 . 9 — 

..... ⁰ ³ it ati nies ER AD OS AS 

T Ye Re FL Pe SY IR 3 ——— 


i 
—— ER rngns 


1 


nern... 


* a N . 1 
B ͤ—— 


OS — wv, os, = . E OS 5, En 
rr SER dr Eon, Fn te — 
- * * 


23 


"at 2 e . * 
* Fe ens 2 r >. 


33 v 


— 
— 2 — EE — — — — 


LETTER VIII. 67 


. | 


T the Reverend Father Fitieeo Ae 
_ Boxing, at Rome. 
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Dear Sir, 


N my letters to you, I have frequently hinted 
ho deficient the police of this nation is in the 
Wale of laws, which may prevent inde- 
cencies, outrages and theft, but to do all man- 
kind juſtice; if the legiſlative capacity fails in 
this reſpect, it excells in another; and if the Eng- 
um are not much reſtrained from deſtroying 
| themſelves and others, they are greatly en- 
- couraged to increaſe their ſpecies by every in- 
centive to propagation. The number of the 
inhabitants makes the riches of a kingdom: of 
15 conſequence, the miniſter who encourages the 
propagation of mankind ought to be eſteemed a 
true patriot, and lover of his country ; and from 
all I have gathered from antiquity, none ever 
& excelled the preſent of this iſle, in that particular 
branch of enriching a land. 


r 
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MARRIAGES in general take ſome time be- 
ore they can be compleated : Cuſtom has made 


68 LETTER VII. 
a previous courtſhip neceſſary, of months or 
years; this is loſs of time, loſs of inhabitants, 


and loſs of wealth. In this nation, where the 
ſpirit of calculatian i is ſo much cheriſhed, where 
lives, hours and days are ſtrictly brought to 


account; and every minute's idleneſs oomes 
into the computation of loſs and gain z where 
the ſabbath is look d upon with an evil eye, 
| becauſe it deſtroys one year's labour in ſeven; 
every delay comes into queſtion, and is con- 
ſidered as a loſs; for this reaſon all due en- 
couragement is given to the increaſe of man- 
kind, not by the old Roman law of the Ju 


trium Liberorum, but by an act againſt mar- 


riage, and by incentives to what is called ſimply 
fornication. 


Taro fear however, left ſo e 2 
ſcheme. might languiſh and decay, objects are 
exhibited to catch every ſenſe, which may in- 
duce men to ſerve their country; every print- 
ſhop has its windows ſtuck” full with indecent 
prints, to inflame deſire thro? the eye, and ſing- 
ers in the ftrects charm your ears with la- 
Kiviaus. longs, to waken you to the ſame em- 

ployment, 
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| ployment, leſt you ſhould forget to what pur- 


poſe you were born ; for men are apt to forget 
cheir duty in this inſtance particularly, This 
is to know mankind, to ſerve a country, and be 
2 miniſter z but as the night comes on, and 
the eye can no loriger be ſolicited by viſible 
objects, there are innumerable women who walk 
the public ftreets, and prompt their fellow-crea- 
tures with the ſoothing words of my dear, like Phi- 
lip's ſlave, remembering them that they are men, 
and enticing them to their duty, and the enriching 
their  epuntry : The comedies repreſented on their 
ſtages have an excellent tendency to this patriot 
deſign, and all ſeems full of this uſeful intent. 
In this part of governing then, it muſt be allowed 
that the proteſtant legiſlators excel] the catho- 
lic; liberty is the word; and therefore the har- 


lots of England have full freedom to ſeduce 


all whom they can, and augment their ſpecies; 


whilſt ladies of this order at Rome are confined 


to one part of the city, ſhut up from the pu- 
blic good; thro' a miſtaken notion that they 
ſeduce the unwary, and ſpread diſeaſe to the de- 


firuQion of particular - happineſs between men 


and their wives. 


F 3 Tris 
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Turs popiſh invention, of reſtraining pro- 
pagation, is abominable; it is directly a con- 
tradiction to the feriptures, which tell us to 
increaſe and multiply. And therefore 1 hope 
his holineſs will iſſue a bull, which may aboliſh 
this reſtraint from the Roman ladies of plea- 
ſure; and as the proteſtants of England have 
adopted the Gregorian ſtyle, tho? it was of popiſh 
a invention, that you will in return ſtick the poſ- 
tures of Aretine in every window, and not ſuf- 
fering obſtinacy to oppoſe- reaſon, becauſe it is 
proteſtant, give the ſame indulgence at Rome, 
which is to be found in London. At my re- 
turn I hope to find every thpg of this kind, 
as it is here; your ſtreets fill'd with harlots and 
libidinous ſingers, with full liberty to propagate 
our ſpecies by law and public encouragement, un- 
fetter'd by matrimony, I am 


Your moſt obedient, 


LETTERS If. 3 


LET TE k.1% 
To the Reverend Father Dowinico 
= e at Rome. 


$ 


Dear Sir, 


HERE is but one way, as it appears to 
-me, by which the religion of a country. 


ſhould be examined by the eye of a philoſopher z, 
which is, if it anſwers all thoſe faculties in hu- 


man nature, which will find objects for them- 
ſelves; if the legiſlature does not take this pro- 
viſion on itſelf ; that is, the ſenſes, paſſions, faith, 
imagination and reaſon of man, ought to be 
exerciſed and influenced by the various parts of a 
religion, eſtabliſhed in all countries, where men 


muſt be reſtrain'd by mental ties from evil- 
doing, and ſtimulated to virtue by hopes of 


future conſiderations, If we conſider the nature 


of man, and compute as well as we are able, the 
number of thoſe who ought to be intruſted with 


the liberty of thinking for themſelves, or draw- 


ing concluſions in things relating to their own in- 


tereſt ; we ſhall conclude, I believe, that the peo- 
ple of England are not the moſt likely to con- 
| F 4 „ 
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iümplicitly the dictates of religion, which fell him 


72 LETTER K. 


ſider chemſelven Sy tied to the rules of x re- 
ligion and morality. 5 | 


Tus mä who evarfiints, i an ab 


tion ſhould be tranſacted or not, which would 


increaſe his wealth, (tho not ſtrictly honeſt) 
heſitates leſs at injuſtice than one following 


it is iniquitous, and a his future feli 


city. 


DzzATING on matters at el like Fs 


_ liberating. in love, is attended with conqueſt on 
the ſide of paſſion 3 the love of money and the 


love of the ſexes, carry it from the ſoundeſt rea- 


ſoning which finds no aſſiſtance from hopes and 


fears; honor in one caſe, and probity in another, 
are extremely apt to yield in all conteſts, where 


the head and heart are at variante 3 and hy+ | 
man nature unaſſiſted by the ordinances of re· 


ligion, has not virtue ſufficient to be honeſt: 


Fon this reaſon there muſt be checks mack 
to theſe propenſities i in mankind, for the ſenſes, 
as well as the other parts of the underſtanding, 
In this great city, where commerce and the love 


of Kin, occupy all mankind i, in one ſhape or an- 


I. : other, 


1 
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öther, the mind, hurried in amaffihg wealth, is 
apt to forget the trie TOs of nen tho 4 
chriſtian. | p f 


Tr is not ill-founided, ty my manner of think- 
ing, therefore in Hitman natute, that the Hoſt 
nould be carried publicly to the departing ſoul; : 
it may be of as much uſe to the living as the 
dying, and awake a ſenſe of duty in thoſe 
who ſee it in the ſtreets, who ate apt to be 
remiſs without frequent adrfivnitions 3 it may 
ſuſpend the hand one moment from deeds of it 
juſtice, and by awakening the hopes and fears 
which would otherwiſe lye ſleeping, preferve 
men from impoſing, and being impoſed upon. 


W1THOVT entering into the arguments for 
and againſt tranſubſtantiation; as an affair of this 
world, is it not better that all Chriſtians ſhould 
believe it than not? will it not affect the mind 
with more ſolemnity, i if the God of our wor- 
ſhip be believed to be preſent in this ſacrament, 
than not? and would that teſt of Chriſtianity be 
permitted to be ſo trifled with, as it is by the 


pe oteſtanty who pretend to conform to the eſta- 
| bliſhed 


LI. 
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bliſhed church of England, if the real pre- 
ſerice was received as the doctrine of the eſta · 


bliſhed religion? For the mutual advantage then 


of kuman nature, if the belief of the actual pre- 


ſence is not abſolutely neceſſary, it ſeems re- 


quiſite that the ſacrament ſhould be conſidered 
as the moſt ſacred of all obligations: and yet, 


the corrupted heart, or pernicious head of a cer- 
p per 


tain biſhop of this, nation, has Produced a book 
on the Euchariſt, with deſign to annihilate all | 


conſideration. of its being ſacred, a mere health 


to the pious memory of Jeſus Chriſt, King 
William, or. Oliver Cromwell; 5 as if men wanted 
to have the reſtraints, which keep the mind 
from running i into contempt of religion and her 


| ordinances, rendered leſs obligatory than they 


. 
Fro on this it is, that the Preſbyterians, * 
are obliged to take the Euchariſt before they can 


poſſeſs any place under the crown; ; moſt ſo- 


lemnly in the face of heaven receive this fa 
crament, the proof and pledge of their confor- 
mity to the church of England, the moſt ſa 


cred of oaths, and then totally diſregard it the 
Next t day, and all their future” lives ; " conſider- 


3 ing 


ing it in no light but as a convivial ceremony. 


Should a man who can 'trifle with ' theſe” inſti- 
tutions, be intruſted with the public welfare! 4 
Can there be an expectation of honor, or pro- 


bity, in that heart, which has been mean enough 


to yield to {6 baſe, and ſo infamous a practice? 
Vet, the biſhop” has been exalted to the moſt 


acceptable ſee in the kingdom, by the miniſter, 


for this performance, and others equally bene- 


ficial; and his praiſe 1 is the ſybje& of all thoſe 
who ſtand in need of ſupport for the practices 
of occaſional conformity; 3 he has done more 


miſchief to the Eauſe of religion, than all the 


deiſtical writers of the world, and fapp'd the 


foundation of thoſe principles which actuate 
more ſtrongly chan reaſon, in producing hap- 
pineſs in man: It ſeems to me, that the rebel 


to the religion of his country, ſhould. not be 


better treated, than the rebel to his king ; even 


here J ſhall venture to ſay, that tho? they both 


ought to be preſerved, religion and the prince, 


| that the religion of a country is of as much 


conſequence to its welfare, as the ſovereign who 
governs it; and the perſon who employs his 
head and hand to the deſtruction of the eſta- 

bliſhed 
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bliſhed worſhip of his native land, is but little 
nen to exert them in defence of his ſovereign, 


LETTER IX. 


LEY 
Fro M "what has been fad, does it not 2p. 


N that the catholies are more philoſophical 
in believing, and ſupporting the belief, of the 


real preſence; than * Proteſtants who 1. it? 


% 
— 4 


Fi 


i pet GR the word truth, tho? it ha 


$3 *.©£FS 


made ſo much clamour i in the world, has yet, ne- 


ver been well underſtood; the reaſon is, that 


few people have 9 yet defined what 1 it is. Every 
thing which is the object of faithy a and received by 
any mind, is always conſidered as true; therefore, 
the manner in which all things are conceived, 
is the particular truth of each individual mind t 
but as this muſt for ever make one eternal 
claſh in the belief. behaviour, and ie of 
mankind, there temains, that the objects of 
faith not being capable of receiving any demon- 
ſtrative proof, the utility which accompanies 
any of them is the only truth they can poſſeſs. 
Truth in this ſenſe being abſolutely unlike ma: 
thematical truths, where every part is perfectly 


underſtood, and the whole reſult fairly compre: 
hended. 


Iy 


I this inſtance, it means nothing but right 
of fitting: Thus, rain is truth, in reſpect to its 
being right and fitting for the productions of the 
earth, without which no ſuſtenance is to be ex- 
pected. The whole vegetable and animal world 
were originally formed with reference to this 
fluid ; and in like manner the mind was di- 
vided into various parts, to each of which theræ 


are proper en E22 by the hands of na- 
ture. 


Dons it not appear ke ke to ſay, that 
objects adapted to influence the faith and paſſions 
40 good works are true; that is, right or fit- | 
ting for human nature; tho they cannot be 
proved to be logically, or mathematically true. | 
In what ſenſe are the laws of a nation to be 
conſidered but in this light ? We acquieſce in 
the belief of their being true, becauſe they are 
right and uſeful, without ſeeing the reaſon on 
which they are founded ; and we ought alike to 
to receive the objects of our faith as true, be- 
cauſe they are right and fitting to our welfare. 


Tux public inſtitution of a religion and its 
objects, are the truth of religion in every coun- 
try, 
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try, from which no one has a greater right to 
differ, than he has from the eſtabliſhed laws; 
members of ſocieties having given up all right 


in both to think for themſelves, at leaſt to act 
and in e of ſuch akin 


T Hus then, each religion eſtabliſhed | is the 
truth of that nation in which it exiſts; yet, there 
are ſome religions more, and ſome leſs, adapted | 


than others to the public utility, in particular 


parts; and in this reſpect of the real preſence, 
it ſeems to me more philoſophical and wiſe, to 
adopt than reje& that belief. A nation will 


be more probably reſtrained from acts of injuſ- 


tice and rapine where it is received, than where 
it is not, which is all that ſeems neceſſary to 
conſtitute the truth of things of this Kind. 


| R M E ABER of what conſequence this let- 
ter is to me, let it be beheld by no eye but yours; 

indeed your own intereſt ſpeaks plain enough, 
that it be committed to the flames. Lan, . 


Your moſt obedient. 


LET 
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Coconi art Rome. 


Dear Sir, 
HERE. is nothing which the Proteſtants 
_ endeavour to turn into ridicule with more 
pleaſure, than the infallibility of the Pope, par- 


ticularly the diſſenters from the church of En- 
gland; and yet there is nothing in which the 


laſt reſemble us ſo much, Wl in that n 


INDEED they carry the idea ach higher 


than we do; for whereas we catholics, know- 


ing that infallibility muſt reſt ſome where, or 


which is the ſame thing, an implicit obedience 


to the dictates of ſome one council or head, 
have modeſtly given this to the head of the 
church; whilſt the diſſenters have in direct con- 
tradition, made each a Pope of himſelf ; that 
is, ſet himſelf up as an mann judge in all 
ſpiritual matters, | 


To 
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To me it ſeems, if there be an abſurdity in 
making one infallible head, there is yet a greater 


in making ten thouſand infallibilities ; and there 


is even more modeſty and reaſon, in allowing 
that the perſon who has applied his whole ſtu- 


dies and talents to the diſcovering and adapt- 
ing religious objects to the mind of man; than 


in eyery taylor who leaps from his ſhop - board, 


or cobler who ſallies from his ſtall, ſetting up 
for an. infallible judge in matters which he can; 


not underſtand, both from the nature of the ſubs · 
ject, and the degree of his capacity: In En- 


gland therefore, every Preſbyterian is a Pope, 


and in Italy 5 is but one. 


Ir is the avowed 2 principle of the Diſſent 
in this kingdom, that each man has a right. to 
decide for himſelf in affairs of religion, which is 


the ſame thing as to ſay, that men have a right 


to determine wrong in theſe matters; or, that 
every. thing is both right and wrong in this ſub- 
ject. If two men are of opinions, that are dia- 

metrically oppoſite to each other in every tenet; | 
ach of them it is ſaid, has a right to decide for 
himſelf; one then muſt be wrong, or nothing 
135 Sa comes 
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come under that denomination; and thus, in 


conſequence this man has a right to decide 
wrong; or which is yet more abſurd, as they 


aſſert, that whatever each decides with reſpect 


to himſelf i is the truth; it follows, that what is 


wrong being the ſame as what is falſe; right 
the ſame thing; this is yet a more manifeſt abſur- 


tradictions between truth and falſehood, right and 
wrong, are not incurred in the ſuppoling that infal- 
ible power in one man, which are manifeſtly. the 
conſequence, in allowing it the general right of 
al men; hence it ſeems, that the Preſbyterians 
and Papiſts do not differ in the article of infal- 
| lvility, but where it ſhall be placed ; whether 
every tinker, taylor, and mechanic, ſhall poſſeſs 


bead of the church, as s the Papiſts prunes to al- 
bw it. 


InvDz ED, the eſtabliſhed religion of England 
obſerves a medium between theſe extremes, and 
without allowing infallibility in the head of their 
church, acknowledges, that he has an authority 
to rule and determine what is, and what is not, 


— 


— — — 


| and wrong, truth and falſchood, are one and 


dity, than the infallibility in the Pope. The con- 


this power, as the Diſſenters conceive, or in the 
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to be admitted into their worſhip. Thus then, 
this heinous ſin of ſuppoſing an infallibility in 


the Pope, ſo laughed at and ridiculed by the 


ſectaries in this country, is yet more glaringly 


3 abſurd in their own tenets and doctrines. 12 


Fr is a RD TY N 3 alan 2 


place in the hands of the government in this 


kingdom, muſt take the oaths of allegiance and 
ſupremacy. z that is ſwear fealty to the king, ] 
and renounce the Pope as being the head of the i 


church; or, which is the ſame thing, that the 
king is the head of his church : this exclude 


all catholics, who tho? they would willingly 


take that of allegiance to the king on the throne, 


have not yet dared to trife with their conſci- 


ences | and abjure the Pope; if this is no proof 


of their prudence, it is of their integrity; and 


this circumſtance excludes them from all Places | 
and employments of honor and profit. . 


Tux Preſbywridns on the contrary, without I ; 
heſitation ſwear allegiance, and take the oath of IM; 
ſypremacy, allowing the king to be head of his 
church; which laſt article is contrary to the 

1 . 


 GETETBE XL H 
firſt principle in their Diſſention; that each man 
has a right to\think for himſelf in religious af- 


fairs, independant of all 1 upon earth. 


Tnvs the catholic is excluded and difruſted, 
becauſe he has conſcience, honor and probity; and 
the Preſbyterian cheriſhed and promoted, becauſe 
he trifles with the moſt ſacred obligation on earth 
openly, in direct violation of his avowed princi · 
ples. Methinks this partial toleration is knowing 


| little of mankind, and being but weak in the great 


fairs of adminiſtration, In defence of this they 
ledge, that the Preſhyterian principle is ſtrong 
in favour of liberty, and the catholic of ar- 
bitrary power. The catholic Cantons of Swit- 
zerland are as free as the Proteſtant; the 


E Preſbyterian principle is in nature deſpotic, and 


in the days of Cromwell, was the occaſion of 
more bloodſhed and deſpotiſm, than all the at- 


tempts of catholics have produced in this na- 


tion: did it not end in the hands of that 
uſurper as arbitrarily, as it could have done 
in Charles I's? and would it not have con- 
unued in that manner, if his ſucceſſor had been 
qual to the taſk of governing? x 
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Nay theſe very Prefbyterians, thoſe advo- 
cates for liberty of conſcience, were they not 


_ equally deſpotic during the grand rebellion with 


what they impute to catholics? they had no ſooner 
paſt the ocean and landed in America, than they 
ill-treated thoſe who differed from them in 
religious ſentiments; infliting that perſecy- 
tion on others, which they exclaimed again, 
and fled from themſelves. Thus it appears 
that extremes are all the ſame 3 fire and, froſ 
deſtroy vitality alike, and a rank Preſbyte- 


| Tian is at the bottom ſomething worſe, tha 
what they ſo analy impute to us of the Ro 


miſh communion. I am, 


Your moſt obedient, 


E1 
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LETTER * 
To the Reverend Father F 1 LIPPO 
La U RA at Rome. 


Dear Sz 


WI EVER may have been ls cauſe of 
the decline of the Roman ſtate; it is 
not luxury which has been the ruin of this: 
Men are too apt to attribute the cauſe of 
tings to ſome viſible object, which accompa- 
nies or precedes any change; and neglecting to 
examine within, miſtake the ſhadow for the 
reality. That nations are generally ruin'd when 
luxury prevails, may be true; but it is from 
the ſame cauſe that luxury and ruin come to- 
gether. 


PropfE of every ſtate that is poor, and 
driven to frequent diſtreſs, have no objects 
which can tempt them to eternal diſſipation z 
the ruling paſſions in that land; are the love of 
their god, and the love of their country ; ; the ſe- 
condary, themſelves. The Swiſs amidſt the de- 
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lights of F rance, pines to death thro? pure love 
for his native mountains; and the Dutchman, 


worth a hundred thouſand pounds, ſighs for 
lands of gold and ophir. The only bond which 


can unite a whole nation are the two firſt, and 


the laſt is that quality which diſſolves this power 


of attraction, whatever is the intervening cauſe 
in a ſtate, that diſſipates the ſpirit of patriotiſm, 


or baniſhes the influence of religion, at the 


ſame time it e the mind looſe to all kinds 
of depravity and deſtruction. However, Sir, 


when I fay that the laſt paſſion is that which 
deſtroys a nation; I would not be underſtood 


to mean, that the love of ourſelves becomes 
eulpable but in the wrong Li and 2 
of! it. 


* 


Ir we caſt our eyes upon two neighbouring 


nations, we may plainly perceive, that luxury 
does not ruin, nor parcimony in the individuals 


fave a ſtate, 


Franc z, tho” it has been long practiſed in 


the higheſt luxury, i in a much more refined and 
exceſlive way than is to be ſeen j in England, of 
Perhaps ever was known i in any nation of Europe, 
has yet increaſed in Power, extent, riches and ſci- 


3 ence, 


LETTER. xl. = 


ence, ſince the introduction of that taſte amongſt 


them . and Holland bas ſunk 1 into contempt: and 
ruin amidſt the greateſt parcimony, and moſt ex 
ceſſive meanneſs of ſaving: Hence it is evident, 
that neither luxury deſtroys, nor frugality ſuſtains 
a ſtate; but ſame uniting principle, which com- 


bining all the individual particles, moyes the 


whole together, and imparts a force to the center, 
of the greateſt importance, when the maſs is once 
put into motion; it is this which preſerves 
the conſequence of a people 3 whereas each parti- 
cle being let looſe, and diſunited, the whole moves 
vithout effect or regard. From theſe depends the 


good or evil of a nation "the firſt i is a bullet 


which, from its union, driven from a cannon acts 


with efficacy and import; ; the other ſmall ſhot, 
which dilunited, have no  effett but upon ſmall 
things. "0 


? ; 

* * 
* * 0 \ 
I 
7 
" 


fY fa 3 + 


Tux Jove of money; Whenever it ns; poſſe: | 
ſion of the heart, declares war againſt all human 
nature. As the ober of trade 18 the poſſeſſing 
riches z the more that purfuit is encouraged, the 
more will this love of money prevail, tilt at 


AMT 
laſt it becomes the ſole motive to all actions. 
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7 15 Dutch, infatuated by the love of nichts, 


have fupplied the French during the war with 


that powder and ball, which was to be the death 


and deſtruction of their own native troops the 


next day; and the higheſt ranks amongſt them 
have ſold themſelves, their towns, and nation's 


intereſt, till it is become contemptible, to the 
French; and thus are undone without one ſpark 
of . having ever been lighted up 1 


89 1 ' 
4 bk. 


"Tax E F rench officer, loft ; in luxury at Paris 
no ſooner hears the drum beat to arms, but 


he flies to the field, and behaves becoming the 
braveſt man ; his own. honor. and his monarch's 


glory form the union, and create incentives which 
actuate the whole nation to this behaviour. The 
Dutchman ſculks in his town, and, contrakted 
into himſelf, plods how he may draw ſome per- 
ſonal advantage and preſerve ſelf in ſafety from 
the circumſtances around him. Thus the firſt 
grous great with his country's greatneſs; and the 
latter, meanly. conceiving he can create a parti- 
cular. advantage from that of his country, blinded 


by ſelf-intereſt ſees it dak, tho he muſt fall 


TOM! 


with it at aft, 2 


8 1 


8 Tay 


Tus parcimony does not ſave, nor luxury 
4 f a nation; it is ſome other diſpoſition, 


blended with either, which muſt ſave or deſtroy 


a ſtate. Every exerciſe of the love of wealth 
is accompanied with the idea of ſelf, in aug- 
menting its own ſtores, and diminiſhing thoſe of 
others; or, which comes to the ſame thing, that 


of being richer than every one elſe: this diſunites | 
every man from every other, creates a ſeparate 


intereſt in the breaft of each indiyidual, and in- 


creaſes the paſſion | of {elf-love, which it is the 


duty of every nation to diſcourage; it deſtroys 
the univerſal good by foſtering the private; thus 
nations become poor, whilſt the individuals gnaw | 
their way thro? the vitals of their mother into 


immenſe riches, or, like young pelicans, live on 
their parent's blood. Parcimony i in the inhabit- 


ants of a country is a virtue, if they ſave from 


themſelves to ſerve the public and, like the old 
Romans, empty their own coffers to fill thoſe 


of the national treaſury, This frugality ariſes 
from a different motive from that which robs its 
country to enrich itſelf. - This laſt ſort of men 


eſteem their own nation. preferable to no other; 


but 


6 ETER 
but becauſe in time of diſtreſs, they can enrich 
themſelves by its ruin. it is the moſt amazing 
of all things, what fortunes were made by thoſe 
men who during the late war joined with the mini- 
ſter and their enemies, to Plunder this king; 


dom by loans of money at treble intereſt, and 
aſſiſted in endeavouring to fink that ſhip which 
1 ſcarce finds power of ſwimming at preſent, | 
except the tameneſs with which this iniquity 
was permitted ; theſe are the nation? $ friends, if | 
we are to believe the Courtier and Whig, .. 


* HE idea of luxury in England, is a un. 
derſtood; it does not deſerve that name; ; it is 
profuſion only, another ſpecies of ſelf : All that 
- is expended here, at leaſt the greateſt part of 
it, is on the individual poſſeſſor. That of the 
table 3 is at taverns, where each of the company 
pays for himſelf: In France che notion of libe- 
rality accompanies expence z. the men of that 
„ turn impart to their friends and acquaintance, 
1 pt that Which an Engliſhman beltows on himſelf | 
= alone ; the ten guineas, which this latter at 4 


tavern ſwallows a down his own. throat at 
: Lon- 
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LETTER XI. gx 
London, ſhall be communicated in Paris with 
gaiety and good humour to a company, Who 
are entertained with politeneſs and eaſe ; even 
noblemen of great eſtates and high Places in this 
country, will meanly ſend a turtle, to be eaten 
at a tavern amongſt their acquaintance, club 
their five guineas with the others, and . ſcuffle 
off large plates to be ſent to their ladies, who 
admire it extremely, but do not like chat their 
good men ſhould have that liberality which 


makes the genuine charaReriſtic of nobility, and 


entertain their friends at home. They tremble 
at the fatigue, poor women! and pretend they 
cannot ſupport ſuch n as if 1 were * 
cooks, 6 u.. 


In France, luxury i is combined with liberality ; ; 
this keeps up the mind to its true ſpirit: In 
England, with avarice ; which debaſes it to the 
laſt degree. It is the ſelliſnneſs of the Dutchman, 
and not the pleaſure , of the Frenchman, that 
threatens the ruin of this country, if ruin is o 
come from * of them. c 


Lu XURY, in the manner * which it is uſed in 
F rance, has the lame elfect that parcimony had in 
ancient 


92 LETTER KI. 
| ancient Rome. In rich ſtates the national ſupplies 
are kept up by the conſumption of thoſe articles 
which form the luxury of a ſtate ; and the libe- . 
rality, with which it is given, preſerves a true 
ſpirit of generoſity in the mind of men. 126 


1 8 
8 


In Rome, poor in its beginning, the national 
expence could be ſaved from the private alone; 
the œcoOmy of the individual was only able to 
ſupply the wants of the public, and the minds 
of the citizens were enobled by chus Siving ts 


the general good, bd 3s. ice 


In En A where all is fa, their profuſion as 
well as their parcimony, the mind is contracted 
and debaſed, and the nation declining from that 
cauſe. If the chevalier de St. George was not to 
the miniſter what the devil is to ſinners, it had 


been ruin'd-long ſince: The one keeps many a 
chriſtian honeſt thro? fear, as the other has many 


a miniſter from taking too haſty ſtrides,” to the 
placing themſelves in abſolute power: ſince the 
laſt rebellion, the eldeſt ſon ſecreting himſelf, and 
the other being turn'd prieſt, the terrors from 

that 


LETTER XI. 92 
that quarter are much alleviated, and 1 ruin advan- 
ces with larger ſteps. 


1 


1 r is not in the luxury of eating alone, that 
this ſelfiſhneſs prevails ; their collections of paint- 
ings, and other faſhionable ſtudies, are all for 
themſelves. In France and: Italy, thoſe curioſi- 

ties are made to ſhew how much the maſter i is 
obliged to thoſe who think them worth their 

attention. In England, to tell you how much 
you ought to be obliged to the maſter that lets 
you ſee them; the difficulty is great which you 
muſt overcome to obtain a ſight of their curio- 
ſities, and the maſter conſiders it worth ten ſtul- 
lings, which the ſervant receives, and oftentimes 
double that ſum: by this means a domeſtic in 
many families has as good an employment as 
many at court; and as much money has been 
paid for the ſeeing many houſes, as they have 
* 2 


* 


＋ HU s, it is not luxury which threatens this 
nation with ruin; it is that mean ſelf-love which — 
is mixed in all the actions of the preſent genera- 
tion, that is to be dreaded only on this account : 
the money which is ſpent, i is not in the liberal 
| and 


94 LETTER XI. 
and noble manner of their anceſtors; when pub- 
lic tables received men of wit and learning, as 
in the days of Charles the ſecond, and queen 
Anne; but 1 in the purchaſe of boroughs, and in 
that company of fellows who are pimps to the 
ruin of their country: this contracts the nature 
of their fouls into that of traffickers; the firſt 
miniſter i is only a larger broker than thoſe on the 


exchange, and deals in more pernicious com- 
Nerd 


Tur kx ate ten chouſand a which may 
be inſtunced, to ſhew the contracted ſpirit of 
this nation; no painter, however excellent, can 
ſucceed amongſt them, that is not engaged in 
painting pourtraits. Canalerti, whoſe works they 
admired whilſt he reſided at Venice z at his 
coming to London, had not in a whole year 
the employment of three months. Watteau, 
whoſe pictures are ſold at ſuch great prices at 
preſent, painted never a picture but two which 
he gave to Dr. Mead, during the time he reſided 
here. At the ſame time, Van Loo who came hi- 
ther withthe reputation of painting pourtraits-very 
well, Was Lows to keep three or four ſubaltetn 

- painters 


f | 
LETTER Xx: 65 
; painters for drapery and other its; whoſe 
pictures nine out of ten, from hurry and other 
things, are not better than the firſt ſigns which 
hang in the ſtreets; yet, every one trembled leſt 
his own ſweet face ſhould not be drawn by him. | 
Self is the moſt delightful object which ſelf can 
behold; from this ſpirit it is, that painters of 
the ſuperior kind never find encouragement in 
this city, the connoiſſeurs of this nation will not 
give ſix-pence for the production of any man 
who paints in their own country, becauſe others 
can have the ſame performance; it muſt be the 
ſelfiſh idea of having what no other man has, 
which makes the pleaſure of the poſſeſſor, and 
not the true merit of the production. DT 


T K1$, tho? it extinguiſhes all advancement 
of the imitative arts in the ſublimeſt part of 
them, is of great uſe to the dealers in pictures z 
it has converted many a ſooty old woman into a 
Rembrand's ; ; Raphael's, Guido S, Carrache* s, and 


Titian's, are to be found in every collection, 
undoubtedly belonging to theſe painters, becauſe 
the godfathers who gave them theſe names are 
ſtill alive, and can | anſwer for their being ori- 


ginals. 3 
Ay 


% | LETTER XI. 
Ax Engliſhman of no note, thinks he can- 
not make you a more acceptable preſent than 
his own picture; as he knows that the deareſt 
thing on earth to himſelf, is himſelf, he fanſies 
he makes you the moſt valuable donation, i in 
giving you that other ſelf ; tho the whole ac- 
tions of his life have been without one inſtance 
of a good heart, or good underſtanding. T hus, 
in a thouſand inſtances of expence, all termi- 
nates in ſelf, and communicates a contracted and 
limited ſpirit ; whereas, liberality added to ex- 
pence, enlarges and exalts the mind; the one 


reſembles that peculiar power of attraction which 


belongs to particular bodies, which drawing only 
to itſelf, diſſolves and counter- acts the general 


[1 union ; the other, that power which, diffuſing its 
| [4 influence every-where, holds together the univer- 
| ſal frame of nature, which is liberal and produc- 

\ tive of all the benefits we receive. Adieu, I am, 


8 e Tours moſt obediently. 


f f 
14 1 — 
* 4 4 
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LETTER XII. 


Jo the Reverend Father Dou! INICO 
Manzo, at Rome. 


Dear Sir, 
have formerly ſaid in my letters to you, 
that the cauſe of the decline of religion 
in England, was owing, to that liberty which 
each man takes, in deciding for himſelf in theſe 
matters; from thence it happens, that tho there 
may not be more than five hundred nominal | 
ſets, yet there are almoſt as many different 
opinions as there are various heads; and nothing 
in either of them in which all unite; from this 
it proceeds that the true fire of devotion is 

| diſſipated in diſpute, and the fervour which at- 
tends our worſhip annihilated and unknown in 

| this country. 


Tuo this diſcord makes great part of the ne · 
glect of public worſhip, and diſregard of the author 
of all, yet there are other reaſons which conduce eto | 


this effect, which were formerly unknown © or 
unobſerved by me. 


Vor. I. M 
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tained in idea; the mind therefore being greatly 


— 
— _ — * ak, — 
* 


Ir is natural to the mind of man to be 


more ardent in obtaining its deſires, than grate- 
ful in its returns for the receiving the comple- 
tion of them; the cauſe of the inequality of theſe 
paſſions, ſeems, to me to ariſe from this, that 


no one thing which we can poſſeſs, anſwers 
to that excellence of it, which we have enter- 


diſappointed in poſſeſſing the enjoyment which 
it expected to receive, becomes cool in its re- 
turns of gratitude to the Being who beſtowed 
it; and this, whether it be £ to the Giver af all, 


or to our fellow. creatures "If 


| Wnoz v E R therefore | is at eaſe, and in afflu- 
ence, is neglectful of acknowledgments ; ; Wwhill 
the perſon in expeRation, and deſire, is active 
and humble: the firſt will be leſs buſied in de- 
votion to the God who has given, than the latter 
who expects: the firſt will ſooner think himſelf 
independant of all things and all beings, than he 
who finds in himſelf. dependance, and want, of 
many things, and much aſiiance 3 mas: riches 
create irreligion. 


\ | — 


LETTER XI, 99 


I x this be true, that kind of policy which ren- 
ders men moſt independant of their Maker, is 
moſt likely to extirpate religion, and with that 
generally all the valuable qualities of the heart diſ- 
appear ; we give to thoſe in want becauſe we have 
taſted of that bitter cup ourſelves, or becauſe we 
conceive we may naturally fall into that conditi- 

N on; the man ſurrounded with plenty and ſecurity 

| who has not felt diſtreſs, is leſs likely to impart, 

| than another who is not in that fituation and has 
taſted of affliction; this is generally found to be a 

| true obſervation. Methinks therefore, this depen- 
dance on a ſuperior power, ſhould not be annihi- 
lated, fince charity and probity depend ſo much 
upon the believin g that we are im a ſtate of danger, 
and in the hands of ſomething e to man. 


SECURITY deſtroys our fon and our devo- 
tion, and thence in great part proceeds this neglect 
of worſhip, which is to be ſeen in this nation; 
the power of inſuring a ſhip at ſea, or houſes 
and effects at home, if what I have faid be true, 
is therefore ptoductive of this independante and 
neglect, 


a 


H 2 . 


100 LETTER XI. 


Tur merchant who has fecyred his property 

by inſurance, from waves, winds, and ſhipwreck, 

on the ocean; and from fires at home, is more at 
a eaſe than if he had no ſuch power of inſuring ; 
he is leſs apt from nature to aſk protection from 
heaven, and be charitable with the view of re- 
ceiving favours in return, than he who is under 

the actual influence of all theſe riſques. Rex 

ſon as you will on this ſubject, and exalt the no- 

tion of the human ſpecies as you pleaſe, ſuch is 

the nature of man; he will leſs probably defraud, 

who fears being viſited with calamities of the above 

kind, than he who, fecure from theſe chances, pur- 

ſues his intereſt, unadmoniſhed and unchecked by 

ſuch apprehenſions. The inſurers, on the other 

hand, where this loſs of devotion in the merchant 

ought to be accumulated, compute and reaſon 


in another manner ; they conclude from a com- 
putation of chances of all the ſhips which fail, 

and all the houfes which are infured, and draw 

the idea of advantage and profit from the whole | 
calculation ; they are- therefore unactuated from 
that ſpirit of devotion, by their ſecurity: being 
diffuſed thro? the n of commerce and build: 
— ing; 


LETTER Lt am 
ing ; their concern is too little in any one place o 
be — afraid for * accidents. 


1 ee idea of ſecurity ee diſſi- 
pates the ſpirit of religion; the heart of him who 
is ſecure and at eaſe, is never ſo truly animated 
with gratitude, as his is with deſire who wiſnes 
to ſucceed; and from thence this frigidity of de- 
votion, and neglect of worſhip, is partly ſtolen 
upon this nation without their being acquainted 
with the motive. 


Nor HIN is ſo flattering and prevalent 
in the minds of men, as the love of indepen- 
dancy; it is therefore no wonder that. theſe in- 
ſurances have ſo univerſally prevailed z yet, ſince 
no lucrative advantage to the whole community 
can be obtained by theſe inſtitutions, the tranſ- 
fer of property only from one man to another, 
being the conſequence of their loſs or gain; it 
may be worth while for a legiſlator to conſider, 
whether dependance in the mind of man on the 
ſupreme Being, ſhould be leſſened by theſe in- 
ſtitutions, and the reſtraints from ill actions and 
incentives to good diminiſhed, for the ſake even 
of no temporal advantage to the whole. | 


H 3 I) 


— 


9 
K: 
it 

1 
1 
* 
fs 
v1 
| 


J 
3 
* 
* 
N 
WF 
+ 
2% 
47 


IF; 

{4 

14 
N 
+5) 

3 # 
+ | 
Is 


* Y 
: ; 
& ? 
* 
4 
* 
N 
i 4 
T x 
by J 
. 
5 E 
5 0 1 
| 
FI 
* 


— 
— re 


re — .. 
——U—U—ää4— — - — Ir ww 


4 = 7 3 r 2 * 
— ITINI r 5 
. Xx b > Ov ogg Ape — * 3 


* — —— — won r ——— 
— 
—— 


— 
wy" Fr 
— * 
- * —— L 1D >" 4a * 
pf 2 EE ” A 
= IS nn . — 
2 — — — — — — — 
$ 0 > + an — = 
N wp — 1 — —3 
— — 


—— 
LEY 
— Pane — 1 — ©. 5 . 
VTVTVTb—ÄT—T——VV . ⅛ ĩ•:——— ne OS 
.. o 


12 LETTER XI. 


Ir the cauſe of God was ſimply to be op- 


| poſed to the defire of wealth, I know this nation 
too well to doubt one moment which van be 
the viſor, „ ode agen 30-40 ie , 20G 


Ir ſeats to me alſo, hat the great b 
which is ſeen in this city,' the total ĩnattention to 
all acts of devotion, and irreligion amongſt the 
loweſt people, ariſe in Yoſt * n the a 


cauſe. 8 Sit 


* 


15 this — there ! is an my of the te: 
giſlature, which obbges all the pariſhes to main- 
tain their poor; nothing ſeems more humane, 
or more worthy the care of a legiſlator, than 


this inſtitution: ſcarce any man living, who 


had not ſeen the effects of this law, but would 


approve of it, and yet the conſequence is 
this, that the ſtreets of London are filled with 


ſuch objects of miſery, as are to be feen i in no 
other cy a and no other nation. 


TT i Poor claim the revenue ariſing from 
this tax as their proper right, they receive it 


without chankfulneſs, e the giver does not bequeath 
| | | it 


old age, is 


LETTER XII. 103 


it from the principle of charity, nor the re- 
ceiver take it with the ſenſation of gratitude. 8 


Tux firſt depends upon it in ſickneſz and 
is leſs ſolicitous to ſave, than thoſe 
of other nations, till he becomes habitually pro- 


fuſe; he ſees the eſtabliſhment is of man's 
ordaining, and not depending on charity, that 


principle eſtabliſhed by providence in the hu- 
man -heatt, is not touched with gratitude at 


the proviſion'z wheteas if this aſſiſtance came 


from the good diſpoſition of the giver, the cauſe 


being inviſible. to vulgar minds, the God of all 


would receive their acknowledgment, and the 
ſpirit of devotion be preſerved living * ” 
theſe moſt deſpicable creatures. 


Ir if they depended on heaven for their ſup- 
port, they would be more religious; if they were 


influenced by religion, they would be leſs aban- 


doned in their behaviour : thus, this ſeeming 
good act, turns to a national evil, and there 
is more diſtreſs amongſt the poor of London, 
than any where in Europe; ſuch drunkenneſs both 
in male and female, as is inconceivable to you 
who have never paſſed the channel which divides 
England and France; however, this laſt vice is 
„„ „„ 
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Ir the cauſe of God was ſimply to be op- 
poſed to the deſire of wealth, I know this nation 
too well to doubt one moment which n be 
the vickor. e 

Ir feat to me alfo, that the great W 
which is ſeen in this city, the total inattention to 
all acts of devotion, and irreligion amongſt the 
loweſt people, ariſe in n great A n the any 
cauſe. 5 | . 


* this — there i is an at of the te: 
giſlature, which obbges all the pariſhes to main- 

tain their poor; nothing ſeems more humane, 
or more worthy the care of a legiſlator, than 
this inſtitution: ſcarce any man living, who 
had not ſeen the effects of this law, but would 
approve of it, and yet the conſequence 4s 
this, that the ſtreets of London are filled with 
ſuch objects of miſery, as are to be feen in no 
other city a and no other nation, 


Tux poor claim the revenue ariſing from 
this tax as their proper right, they receive it 


without chankfulneſs, the giver does not bequeath 
it 
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it from the principle of charity, nor the re- 


ceiver take i it with the ſenſation of gratitude. 
Tax firft depends upon it in fickneſs and 


old age, is leſs ſolicirous to ſave, than thoſe 
of other nations, till he becomes habitually pro- 
fuſe; he ſees the eſtabliſhment is of man's 
ordaining, and not depending on charity, that 
principle eſtabliſned by providence in the hu- 
man beart, is not touched with gratitude at 
the Proviſion; whereas if this aſſiſtance came 
from the good diſpoſition of the giver, the cauſe 
being inviſible: to vulgar minds, the God of all 
would receive their acknowledgment, and the 


ſpirit of devotion be preſerved living 1 
thẽſe moſt deſpicable creatures. 


Ir if they depended i on ena for their ſup- 


port, they would be more religious; if they were 


influenced by religion, they would be leſs aban- 


doned in their behaviour: thus, this ſeeming 


good act, turns to a national evil, and there 
is more diſtreſs amongſt the poor of London, 
than any where in Europe; ſuch drunkenneſs both 
in male and female, as is inconceivable to you 
who have never paſſed the channel which divides 


England and France ; however, this Jaſt vice is 


H 4 „ 


104 LETTER XIII. 
become a national advantage; the revenue ariſing 
from ſpirituous liquors is ſo very conſiderable, 
that the miniſters, having drenched the nation in 
debt ſo deeply, are reduced to be much obliged 
to thoſe whoſe vices aſſiſt them in raiſing taxes 
for their aac 


Sat we then exclaim in praiſe of the 8. 
city of that miniſter, who converts the fins of the 
people to the advantage of the whole; or ſhall 
we pity that nation whoſe health, morality, and 


FE religion, are duped to the pernicious fchemes 


of deſtructiye men, and whoſe vices cannot be 


corrected, leſt they and the revenue n 
am, 


Yours, 


D 


"= * eo # | * * | 12 8 
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1 the Revertnd. Fathers Lounge 


FRANCIOSINI at Rome. 2500 


Dear Sir, . 

OTHING is more the ridicule of the 
N people of this nation, than that ſet of 
idle drones, as they are pleaſed to denominate 
- thoſe men, who, dedicated to the good of man 
kind, give themſelves up to the ſervice of reli- 
gion; they deſpiſe from their ſouls, a people | 
who can ſuffer ſuch uſcleſs members in a nation, 
beings who live on the toil and labour of other 


men, 


I ſhall not enter into a vindication of theſe 
pious men, the reflections of proteſtants do not 
affe them, and you and 1 want no convition f 
of their utility. 


ALL that I ſhall remark is, that 1 ſole ob- 
jection to them ariſes from their being devoted 
to religion; change that name, and as great a 
proof of weakneſs is to be found amongſt theſe 

ſharp-ſighted philoſophers of England. 
| - „ 


e N 7 


16 


been to the clergy at wy time. bo is 


0 religion, when the clerg SY had ſuch great 5 | 
ſeſſions and power, the money which came i ro 


— — . ͤ .v — 


rr AA un 


For . put fine-cure places and trade i in 


the room of religion, and Eaſt India company in 


that of monks; and it will appear that the 
people. of Eützland are at preſent greater dupes 
to the Eaſt India Directors, than ever they, have 


In' the moſt e hour of the cat 0 | 


their hands remained i in the kingdom, the poo 


| and many others received aſſiſtance from it; it 
certain theſe churchmen lived i in great affuence 
and ſplendor at that time, p 7 


Ar preſent, | the cold and filver which is ine 
by other trades, from the weſtern world, is ex. 
ported by this company for teas, china, and other 
uſeleſs commodities ; thus, the other merchants 
work to enrich this kingdom, and this com- 
pany to impoveriſh ' it for their own private 


advantage; many millions having been ex- 
ported, and totally annihilated with refpe& to 


the nation, ſince the eſtabliſhment of this per- 


nicious — Is this convent of directors 


3 leſs 
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leſs pernicious, than thoſe of the monks wert 
formerly? or, is their ſplendor and affluence nivre 
moderate than thoſe of the clergy ? If ehe lth 
ter received too great a revenue, they exported 
les, and conſequeutly were leſs * me 


| theſe — in that * 26 Nagl 
„ . 28 1 I; 369 & i 28 
172 — el; of the pres 


ſent adminiſtration, that this company pra 
couraged to the nation's. ruin, and. the peop 
tamely ſee a ſet of men ſelected from the = 
making them their property, and wallowing in 
riches: unleſs I am miſinformed, the whole 
profit of tlis trade riſes from what & imported 
and ſold to their fellow · countrymen, and not 
on what is carried abroad. 0a 


* 
10 . : 


Ss. . 


Dos not this appear as ay, and fie ay 
great an infatuation, as being ſubjected to the 
artifices of Prieſts! ? and if trade was fallen intq 
as much diſgrace. as religion, would it not ap- 
pear as great? 2 reflection on the underſtanding of 
a nation, to be the property of an Eaſt India 
director, as of a capuchin fryar ? Far this rea- 
ſon, unleſs the miniſtry, and this company, a 
ſome reciprocal advantage different from that 


of 


| to ſome not more than twelve. 


7 the TOY chis e 0 * ſince 


been aboliſhed ; Dy notwithſtanding this may be 
the mutual advantage of the above mentioned 


men, it is become the people's 1ntereſt to res 


form this power, and the abuſe of it, as much at 
leaſt as it was that of the power of the clergy, 


at the reformation ; without i it, as it appears to my 


eyes, and to thoſe of father *, who is well 
inſtructed in theſe affairs, this' nation muſt: be un- 


done without another „ 


1 KG iT 


oe" 17 15 iaforins: me right; hive 155 they 50 


W * 7 


lions of money coined ſince the reſtoration ; 
of which ſum there remains circulating in che 


hands of the natives, at the higheſt calculation, 
not more than fourteen millions, and acer 


- Tav 8, it is s plain that che trade of che Eaſt | 
Indies, and ſome. other means which may be 


hereafter explained, have drained this nation 


continually of its caſh ; the pool has been run- 


ning out at the lower end, as faſt as it has filled 
| from the ſource. Since the eſtabliſhment of the 


Eaſt India company this nation has only in- 
3 creaſed 


* 


I. ET TER XI, tes 
creaſed in viſionary wealth, by jobbs and loans in 
time of neceſſity, there being, according to ſome 
well founded computations, as much wealth in 

the kingdom at the expulſion of James the ſe- 
cond, as at this moment, and ſcarce any taxes; 
the whole being no more than two millions annu- 
ally levied. 


TH x veil which covers this diminution: of 
| caſh i is the bank, who lending to the miniſter pa- 
per in the place of money, and it being received 
as ſuch in all payments, conceals the eſcape. of 
that ſpecie which is continua! ly deſerting this 
land; till at laſt it will become too viſible to be 
unobſerved, and too great tt to be mehl. 


To ſay the truth, his holineſs drew large ſums 
of money, during the reigning. of the catholic 
faith, from this iſland ; but then the German 
ſubſidies are as fatal at preſent, as the glory 
of the church was at that time; and of what 
conſequence is it to the ſubjects of this na- 
tion, whether electing and ſuſtaining an emperor 
of Germany, or a Pope at Rome, plunder them 
of the fruits of their labour: 

Oe | THE 
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this nation, however it may value itſelf for its be- 
ing enlightened in philoſophy and good ſenſe, is in 
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Briton as ridiculous an object in itſelf, as reco- 


vering the holy ſepulchre from the hands of 


the Saracens, and a cruſade not more viſionary, 
than the ſuſtaining a balance of ** in 
Europe. 


Tx ſpirit of religious warfare is loſt, and 


8 the latter remains-to lull the people; and ſqueeze 


the money from them with leſs reluctance: thus 


fact, all prejudice a- part, as weak in intellects, 


and as much ſubjested to deluſion in the days 
of George the ſecond, as before the reformation 


in the days of Henry the ſecond, and Thomas a 


Becket ; the object is changed, but the folly re- 
mains, and the latter will probably prove more 


fatal than the former. 


From all I can perceive, the getting free 


from prieſts, has duped the inhabitants to Eaſt 
- India companies, bank and South-ſea direc- 
_ tors, ſine-cures of great profits, and deceits in 


public 


LETTER XIII. ri 
public offices; and tho the ſituation of the king- 
dom may flatter the mole-eyed. with ideas of 

liberty unknown to their anceſtors ; yet, to their 
| miniſters and their. agents they are at preſent as 
great ſlaves, as to the Kings and ny before 
the reformation. - 1 am, 


Moſt fincerely. 


L E T- 


b z 


LETTER XIV. 


, 75 the Reverend Father Cv RT 10 


MARIN ELLI at Rome. 


Dear Sir, 


\HEOLOGISTS have FO two 
| manners in their accounts of providence ; 

one that the Author of all having finiſhed his 
creation; from the perfection of the creator 
the work muſt be likewiſe perfect, and there- 
fore i it has needed no intervening attention ſince 
its completion. 


Tunis is one way; others have ſuppoſed that 
tho? the creation was the work of a perfect be- 
ing, yet that it requires at certain times farther 
ſuperintendance and aſſiſtance from the firſt 
author. 9 5 


1 nr Britons from a ſelf-ſufficiency, igno- 
rance, or neglect, ſeem to conceive their govern- 
ment eſtabliſhed upon the firſt ſcheme z which 


EET TER XW. x3 
as it is a compoſition of the fallibility of man, 
cannot be perfect, and therefore impoſlible. 


Tux French, knowing what government is 


in its true nature, proceed on the ſecond way of 
diſpoſing things, ſuperintend and remedy ap- 


proaching evils before they become enormous. 


Was EN the people of this nation have once 


made a law, they imagine it will have its effect 


without putting it in motion, and are as Care- 
leſs about its execution, as if it had never been 
made at all ; the evil proceeds, and no advantage 


n drawn from it. 1 


Ax irregularity which cannot be totally cured 


1s not worth their attention, the leſſening inconve- 
niencies is not an object of ſuch all- ſeeing mini- 


ers; therefore becauſe licentious and immodeſt 
women will be found in every ſtate, no care 


ſhall be taken to diminiſh the miſchief which 
they may bring; inſtead of being confined to par- 


ticular places and prevented from ſeducing intoxi- 


cated men and heedleſs boys, they are ſuffered 
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114 - LETTER XIV. 
to patrole the ſtreets, and ſpread diſeaſe every 
where, to the ruin of families. Ke” 


vernment, there runs a heedlefineſs which 1s not 
eaſily to be accounted for; ; every officer in a pu- 
blic place ſteals with impunity, and whoever thro 
a deſign of ſerving his country ſhould diſcover 
; frauds of' this nature, will be received with con- 


a perſon who had robbed the public, and the 


IN Paris and Rome thera are we} women, 
but they appear not in the ſtreets; laws made 
in that country are obſerved, the people and the 
prince are the better for them. 


Tnro' the whole adminiſtration of this go 


tempt, and perhaps diſmiſſed if he has a plac, 
whilſt the thief proceeds uninterrupted. 


Fur kingdom of Ireland has reſented with 
juſtice, the countenance which has been given to 


miniſter ſupports the deceiver againſt the pat 
liament; this may be right | in this country, but 
would be wrong in every other. 


\ 


T HE nba og that , ine are extreme. 


1 loyal at preſent, and friends to the famil 
On 


eTTER KY. 11; 


on the throne 3 but men angry with the ſer- 


vants, are very apt to tranfer it to the maſter 
who may ſupport them in their ill-deeds; at 


himſelf by ſomething like that conduct. Men 
are not beings endowed with equity ſufficient 
to make ſuch nice diſtinctions, as may one day 
preſerve the lord, and execute the ſteward: 


miniſters therefore, who trifle with themſelves, 


ſhould take care of their maſters, 
Tux reſpe& which is paid to a nation, is 


the ruling powers, and not the money which 
t can raiſe alone; a domeſtic police well direct- 
ſed, a care of foreign affairs that beſpeaks atten- 
don and capacity in the miniſter, convey to 
ther nations that ſpirit of good ſenſe, which 
e a * from inſults. 


vs ſuch is the known relanigion of this 
rue ſpirit of government, the very Portugueze | 
eat this kingdom with contempt 3 and ſo little 
6 the care in ſending fit governors to their plan- 


Ne” 


* - ; of 
on 


leaſt, Charles the firſt ſeems to have ruined | 


chiefly in proportion to the underſtanding of 


tions, that thoſe who have ſhewn no marks 


} 
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to patrole the ſtreets, and ſpread diſeaſe every 


wn the ruin of families. 


Ix Paris and Rome there are lewd women, 
but they appear not in the ſtreets; laws made 
in that country are obſerved, the people and the 
"Fm are che better for them. 


Ta RO the whole adminiſtration of this = 


vernment, there runs a heedleſſneſß which i is not 


eaſily to be accounted for ; every officer in a pu. 


blic place ſteals with! impunity, and whoever thro 

a deſign of ſerving his country ſhould diſcove 
frauds of? this nature, will be received with con. 
tempt, and perhaps diſmiſſed if he has a place 
whilſt the thief proceeds uninterrupted. 


— 


TAE kingdom of Ireland has reſented wid 
Juſtice, the countenance which has been given v 


a perſon who had robbed the public, and the 


miniſter ſupports the deceiver againſt the pat: 


lament ; this may be right i in this country, but 


would be wrong in every other. 


\ 


i TAE inhabitants of that , iſle are extreme- 
ly loyal at preſent, and friends to the- family 
on 


at 
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on the throne 3 but men angry with the ſer- 


vants, are very apt to tranfer it to the maſter 
who may ſupport them in their ill-deeds z at 


himſelf by ſomething like that conduct. Men 
are not beings endowed wirh equity ſufficient 
to make ſuch nice diſtinctions, as may one day 
preſerve the lord, and execute the ſteward: 
miniſters therefore, who trifle with themſelves, 
ſhould take care of their maſters, 


Tax | reſpe& which is s paid to a nation, is 
chiefly in proportion to the underſtanding of 
the ruling powers, and not the money which 


d, a care of foreign affairs that beſpeaks atten- 
tion and capacity in the miniſter, convey to 
ther nations that ſpirit of good ſenſe, which 
IH protect a people from inſults. Or 


l 
to 
he 1 
Vier ſuch is the known relaxation of this 
ue ſpirit of government, the very Portugueze 
feat this kingdom with contempt ; and ſo little 
the care in ſending fit governors to their plan- 
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me-Wations, that thoſe who have ſhewn no marks 
nih „„ of 
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leaſt, Charles the firſt ſeems to have ruined | 


t can raiſe alone; a domeſtic police well direct- 
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of underſtanding in their own affairs, are ſent 


4 MIC ee et Otter At. A ²˙ - 0 


c 
to direct thoſe of a people whom they Know not. t 
By ſuch proceedings the colonies abroad a are | 
divided into feuds and ſeparate intereſts. 
BEST Ds the weakneſs of choſe at the helm r 
the Engliſh have nothing to fear but the French t 
and yet, this ſeems the only nation againſt wid 
they are not guarded ; their ſtanding troops f 
not ſufficient to repell an invaſion, the paſſig o 
is ſo ſhort from one country to another, a 
may be made ſo quickly in a dark night will 
a favourable wind, ſo little to be interrupt 
by the naval powers, that it is amazing no pu I 
viſion of a militia is yet inſtituted to defenijhi = 
this country from attacks, P 
| c 
ONE battle in the favour of the enemy vill 
decide the fate of London; what is to be «Mt! 
pected from a people unuſed to the thought Þ 
of an invaſion, and untrained to arms: yet, fu 't 
is the remiſſneſs of the adminiſtration, that ti 
' miniſter chooſes to rely on the few troops whid . 
this nation has in pay, rather than arm the ne 4 


tives in their own defence, and ſeems more in 
2 cline 
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dined that the French ſhall be theif maſters, 
than that they ſhall owe the protection of them- 


ſelves and property to their own hands and 


virtue. 


Is it a conſciouſneſs of miſbehaviour which 
W ccftrains him from permitting the people to be 
their own defenders ? or, is he afraid leſt being in- 
dulged with the power of protecting themſelves 
from foreign invaders, they may turn their arms 
on the domeſtic, and expell him from the * 


i 


face of his maſter ? ? 


IT is in conducting a government, as in ſuſtain- 


ing a vaſt machine, the parts of the firſt as well 
s the latter muſt wear by action; and it is the 
prudence of a miniſter to ſupply thoſe deficien- 
cies as they come'on, and thus ſupport and con- 
inue without intermiſſion its motion and opera- 
tion: this the French continually do, they re- 
pair every tailing part, and add new ones to make 
it yet more perfect. | 


THe Engliſh on the contrary, inattentively 
let the whole machine wear out, and then are 
a a loſs how to behave ; having nothing pre- 
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pared, the whole work ſtands ſtill till the new parti 


are made, and thus, the benefit of its motion and 


effect is loſt for ſome time. Indeed the French 
reſemble the wiſe, and this nation the fooliſh. vit- 


gins in ſcripture. Since the peace of Aix la Cha- 
pelle, the Engliſh have done no one thing i in fa 
vour of their nation, unleſs that of reducing the 


intereſt of money may be thought ſo, and which 


1] imagine in the _ will Ove the contrary.” 


TE French have proceeded on other prin- 
ciples, and preparing to ſtrengthen their colonic 
in America have built forts to ſupport them; 
not with deſign as is generally ſuggeſted of in- 


: vading the Engliſh ſettlements at preſent, but 


to be in readineſs when a war ſhall be again de. 
clared between the two nations. 


Trex colonies of Virginia and Maryland ar 


the morſels which tempt the French appetite z 
the tobacco which they buy annually from the 
Engliſh, carries a great ſum from their nation 


in favour of the Britons ; this they would pre- 


vent. If good authority may be relied on, the 


French ſcheme of going to the walls of Vienna is 
at an end, and thoſe of London will be their 
next 


LETTER uv. . 
If they ficebath they know their © 


intereſt too well to Pretend the continuing in 
this iſland, the other powers of Europe will 
ſearce permit it. Yet, after having created 
univerſal ruin and national bankruptey, Virgi- 
nia and Maryland may be gladly given to make 
peace, _ ne their — 2 Filo 


. 


next attempt. 


7. HIS every. Engliſhman in the miniſterial 
rain, tho? he ſaw his country invaded by a hand- 


ful of Scotch highlanders, treats with infinite de- 


rifion. Security, and ſelf-ſufficiency, have already 
ruig'd too many nations, and promiſes to be the 
bane of this, 


An this very moment they are raiſing ſub- 
ſidies for electors, whoſe ſituation cannot ſuffer 
them to be their friends; the true reaſon - of 
the intereſt of money, borrowed from another 
elector, who is the richeſt of the whole Ger- 


Thus England is the bondſman of all the Ger- 
man courts, pays principal and intereſt, and 
breaks at laſt ; buſied in making a king of the 


14  lonies; 


which is unknown to the ſubject; only to pay 


manic body, which they cannot pay themſelves : 


Romans, and inattentive to the ſtate of their co- 
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lonies; oppoſing the French power on the con- 
tinent, where it cannot hurt them, and neglect. 
ing the defence of their own country, where it 8 | 
ſo eaſily attack d: believing nothing can offend 
it, till it happens and then totally diſconcerted, 
thro' want of providing againſt it. Such is the 
policy and miniſterial conduct of this illand at 
preſent, and ſuch it will continue in all appear- 
ance. Judge what will be * event of i it. 1 Tam, 


Wur moſt obedimt. 
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LETTER XV. 


T the Soi Father banners 
g SANS, at Rome. 


Dear Sir, OY 


WH O; you have often heard of the various 


impoſſible to feign to yourſelf one half the. 


oddities, | which are to be found amongſt the 
inhabitants; 5 checked neither by religion nor 


3 


policy, each runs into extremes, and the ruling 


whim, or reigning paſſion, takes up all his 
| time, and marks his whole behaviour. From 
| this Jatitudinarian manner of thinking, there, is 
greater variety of men of the ſame kind, than 


is to be found upon. the globe : . the men of | 


pleaſure are all of the ſame ſtamp, in Italy 
and France; in this country there is ſome Va- 


rying vein, which characterizes one from another: 
tho? the purſuit may be the ſame, yet the man- 


ner of taking and enjoying the game makes ome 
difference in each of: them. be 


In 


characters which inhabit this iſland, it is 
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Ix the law, phyſic divinity, and trade, tho 
there may be every where ſome original difference 


that decides to which each man belongs; yet 
there is ſome ſecondary diſtinction, which makes 


every man more original in this land, than is to be 


found in any other „ 2-143 cacatl 


10 me, who) lidve long reſided in this ile, 
there ſtart out every day new characters, which 1 


have never ſeen before. Not long ſince two dil 
putants in a coffee- houſe caught my attention; 
one ſuſtained with great humour the miſchief, 


g which had been brought into the world by Phi- 


lofophy and learning; the other how much theſe 


ſtudies added to the dignity of human nature 


The firſt (proteſted, that in his opinion there x 
were but two uſeful books in the world, which 


were the bible and an almanac. Men, ſays he, 


cannot well do without knowing their religion 


and the day of the month; but as to all commen- 


tators and expoſitors of the ſcripture, they ſhould 
be committed to the flames. A religion once 


eſtabliſhed, ſhould be complied with ; and the 
* of a nation's faith once ſettled, ſhould no 


mor c. 
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more be examined than the right of the prince, 


to whom a man has once ſworn allegiance. 


To what other purpoſe have all the learned 


theologiſts and philoſophers publiſhed their ſe : 


veral ſentiments, but to diſturb the keads of 


others who read their works, and believe they 
underſtand them; the laſt have reaſon'd them- 
ſelves out of the truth of a ſmall underſtand- + 
ing, into the errors of what they think a greater, 
and like dwarfs who undertake to carry the 
burthens of giants, ſink beneath the weight 
which becomes intolerable ; they are aſhamed 
to ſhew their weakneſs, by acknowledging that 


the load 1 is 00 heavy for * 


.# 


ola 


W HAT advantage. have all your writers on 
the ſcriptures brought to chriſtians, continued 
he; the ſpirit of diſpute has devour'd the ſpirit 
of religion, and we want another revelation to 
bring back the minds of men from the various 


ways of chinking, and ſects in chriſtianity, as 


much as that revelation was neceſſary to deſtroy 
all the futile and claſhing lets of een | 


amongſt the ancients, 
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' Our of one plain truth they have produced 
a thouſand errors, all under the ſanction of in- 


fallible truth, and yet each of theſe truths is de- 


nied by the followers of the others: Thus, each 
ſect being avow'd as true by ſome, and falſe by 
others, it comes to paſs, that every ſect is at 
once both true and falſe; a rare concluſion on 
a matter of ſo much conſequence, as the re- 
ligion of a nation. 5 To theſe men of philo- 
ſophy we are indebted for this abſurdity 3 | 
all which would have been avoided, but for theſe d 
Gogular judgments, which differing from the N 
vulgar, are called wiſe, and perhaps the leaſt i in- 
titled to it amongſt men. PT, : 


* 


1 know, fas be, FR theſe wiſe heads and 
their followers aſſert, that the ancients permitted 
all opinions in their religion, and therefore had no 
diſputes about it, but this is a miſtake, the ancients | 
of the ſame kingdom never differed about the ge- 
nealogy or worſhip of their gods, nor attributed 
to one, what belonged to another; the worſhip 


of Jupiter was the ſame by all the Romans, 


and no one ever attempted an innovation; they 
never ſuffered it to be diſputed, whether a god, 
2504 | received 


- 
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received as ſuch by the nation, was a god or 


not; or whether his temples ſhould ſtand eaſt. 


and weſt, or north and ſouth; nor would the 
ſtate ſuffer a ſet of ſwivel-headed bigots or free- 
thinkers, to alter the worſhip of their deities, or 
change a national religion to pleaſe a few fana- 
tic imaginations, perhaps of a cobler or tinker, 


whoſe impudence had thruſt them into the 1 in- 


termeddling with the affairs of a religion. 


ſtandings, but puzzle ten thouſand ſculls who 
would have gone to their graves undiſturbed 
but for him, and let looſe millions of tongues, 
to prate about what they have not the leaſt 
comprehenſion of. 


SIR Iſaac Newton has made more cox- 


combs than all the dancing-maſters and mammas 


of London; every prig has him in his mouth, 


who never underſtood one of his problems, and 
nothing but demonſtration can convince theſe 


gentlemen, in things even where demonſtration 


is not to be obtained. 


* 


Wikis has Lotte done to human under- 


To 
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To me it ſeems neceſſary, that as in the af- 
fairs of gold and filver, there are officers 
eſtabliſhed to examine into the vaſes and other 

_ utenſils made of theſe metals, to ſee if they 
are genuine; ſo there ſhould be others, deſtin'd to 
inſpect and decide what underſtandings are pro- 
per to be truſted with ſuch authors, and not | 
permit the moſt abſtruſe and difficult matters to 

fall into the hands of every pretender to think- 


ing. 


. 


In my opinion, ſays he, the emperor, who 
burnt the library at Alexandria, was the greateſt 
friend to human kind; and if all the copies of 
Plato and Ariſtotle, as well as the other Greek 
and Latin writers, had been conſumed in it, 
we ſhould have had reaſon to bleſs the day, 
and paſs*d our hours in unanimity and peace. 

I am not ſure whether printing has not done as 


ip much miſchief as the plague. 
1 Fo R my part, ſays he, I would join in a 
1 * 


4: . petition to the legiſlature to burn all the books 
| in the nation, except thoſe I firſt mentioned, 
-.- WE 
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we ſhould have more eaſe, leſs diſſipation, 
warmer devotion, better ſenſe, and better times. 


THrvs he ended his converſation, which * 
tho' mixt with much wildneſs, has yet much | 
truth in it, and may partly ſerve to juſtify 
our reſtraining the bible from the hands of the 
weak and ill- judging. Adieu. 
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JI 
To the Reverend Father Dou ix I 
Manzoni, at Rome. 


Dear Sir, 


OTHING has leſs truth in it Win what 
Voltaire and abbe le Bland have ſaid relat- 
ing to the Quakers in this kingdom : it is either 
| plain from what the firſt has written, that he ne- 
ver was in their company, or did not attend 
to their cuſtoms. He deſcribes one of theſe 
gentry, with whom he dined, as taking off his 


hat, and aſking a benediction on his repaſt; 
in which he muſt be abſolutely miſtaken: it being 
the eſtabliſned maxim of this ſect, never to per- 
form that ceremony. It is the preſbyterian cuſ- 
tom indeed, to ſay a grace as long as the 
hundred · and- nineteenth Pſalm, before and after 
meals; but a quaker aſks no bleſſing from hea- 
ven before he eats, and has not gratitude enough 
to return thanks after he is fill d. To ſay the 
truth: the church of England does both in a be- 
coming manner, without that ridiculous and hy- 
pocritic length, and tone, which is to be found 
amongſt 
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amongſt the ehh, anabaprſs and inde- 
N 1 25 , N | 3 


"Iv; it was the pit af. e e 
which actuated the firſt, Quakers ; it is a ſpirit of 
another kind, which reigns amongſt them at pre- 
ſent. If ſimplicity of dreſs, and ſimplicity of | 
ſpeech, aroſe . from the humble conſideration 
of human nature, in the beginning 3 3 it is the 
love of ſingularity, pride, and perſonal advan- 
tage, which has taken poſſeſſion of their hearts, 
and which continues their dreſs. and manners at 


pr oh... 


* 
- 
„ * 


No TRIO on this globe has half the arro- 
gance of a Quaker; he will accoſt the king with 
Friend George; the miniſter with Neighbour | 
William, and this without the leaſt reluctance, 
diſtruft of himſelf, or mark of confuſion. 
What can argue greater inſolence than this of 
meeting thoſe perſons, whoſe characters all the 
world agree to reverence, upon equal terms; 
and treating them, with the utmoſt familiarity : 
the: fon. of a Quaker by: more. alurancs at ten 
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TI H E V call themſlives Cluiſtians, but I knoy 

not what title they have to it; there is no facra- 
ment in uſe in their religion: in fact, they ſeem 
to be a fet of fataliſts, who agree to call chat 
cauſe which moves them to action, a ſomething 


| proceeding from the fpirit. 1 have heard it al. 
2 in their 3 chat 250 celui 


have any at all ps 
I - % ; et . 


As their Ln is but fniall, ſo they dr 
advantage from that circumſtance, being alt utiſtel 
in the general intereſt of the ſect. They . are a. 
moſt all in trade, and therefore once in the yea 

they meet in ſeveral towns in En lane to know 
the ſtate of thoſe parts of the cquntsy *, to tho 
places of rendezvous one or mare of tho Qualen 
of the towns within two hundred miles abwajs 
comes. At this time theit real deſigu of inet 
ing is concealed, by praying and preacking y 
is a religious act to the eye, but a political ont 
at the heart; every Quaker who aſſembles bring 
the ſtate of the trade of that town from whenct 
he comes along with him; the particular-buſineh 
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of every grocer, mercer, and other tradeſman; 
his induſtry, manner of living, and  Expences : 
by this means the wholeſale dealers of London, 

- Briſtol, and other great towns, ate acquairited with 

the characters and buſineſs of all the tradeſmen in 
the kingdom: they Know whether their buſineſs 
is fuch as that they may be ſafely truſted with 

| goods, if induſtry is obſerved in their affairs, 


and al other requiſite for thriving 1 in trade. 


7 
924 


Tuus the Quakers in the leer towns and 
cities of England are ſpies on the actions of the 
nbabitants, and preferve their ſect from loſſes 
in trade, And for this reaſon they endeavour to 
eſtabliſh a Quaker in every town, if there are 
none already, who may bring annual . 


SincutariTy to moſt peoples apprehenſion 
ſtands in the Place of merit, a gimcrack in ſhell- 
philoſophy | will lay out twenty guineas for a 
| 72h which is fingulat and Without a fellow, 
bo! ugly and il -ſhapen ; at the ſame time he 
2 not give a farthing for that which has the 
tnoſt elegant ſhape and greateſt diverſity of co- 


ours; if the ſpecies is numerous. Thus it is not 


f of 


ty, but Gagularity which makes it eſteemed. 
1 Iz 
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"Ir is the fame, thing amongſt men, a Quake 
with his Gngularity of dreſs, behaviour, laconic 
 fiyle, and air, of riches, the laſt of which he never 
fails to inſinuate to all his cuſtomers, catches the 
Eyes of tradefmen i in the country; the apparent 
Probity and power of ſelling cheap, becauſe ſup- 
poſed wealthy, create him buſineſs,; men in the 
country 2 are deſirous of talking with ſuch a may 
and thus deal with him from that Gingularity | in 


bim, and * whimſical Ver en in Tn 


Fs ; 1 
0 7 


7. HE Rinks are zerren — aa ho- 
neſt in trifles, conſcious that men wear out ther 
characters before they make their fortune, who 
proceed otherwiſe in trades where riches art 
on * _ 


_ oy "*.. HR * * a * 8 a - 7 1 * 
} f £ i - 44 5 : d 
14 1 / 


og vr, in matters 7 conſequence, the right: of 
the Thing i is not the queſtion 3 the power of. oh 
taining it by artifice 1 is the only object to be con. 


ſidered; and, if a fortune can be made at ole, 
there is little heſitation about the manner boy. 


ws 


IX is not a little - urprifing hat! a ſet of met 


&f ſuch n as the Quakers profeſs, coul. 
be 
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be 


be ſuffered to take root in any nation; they have 


covered all the political maxims which they 
adopt, by the veil of religion. Accordingly, in 
the rebellion which happened laſt in England, 


they openly avowed that their principles would 


not allow them to oppoſe it. This was nothing 
to be remarked in a Quaker yet a man of the 


eſtabliſned church would have been ſtigmitized 
for a : Jacobite, that had ſaid any ching like this. 


1 


TuEIR We it Grin; will: not ſuffers 


them to bear arms. What can be more ridicu- 


lous than this principle, to a man who knows 
human nature, except the ue: who indulge 


nenn in a this humour! 88 


Su right have any ſer of men to the pro- 
tection of a government in times of peace, who 
will nat aſſiſt with every power they poſſeſs to 


defend their country in times of war 2 their 


taxes are not rankt than other yon. 


3 E EY catholics more ridiculous in indulg- | 


ing monks amongſt them without contributing 


to fave their country by arms, than the Britons 


in m a {et amongſt themſelves, who 


K 3 openly 
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_ openly avow that their religion will not luke 
. to 1 their country? 


entoriix R lege their 8 has pro- 
cuted them is this; they are ſuffered to affirm 
before a magiſtrate that which all other ſubjeQs 
of this crown are obliged to depoſe upon. odth 
on the Evangelifts. In order to abſerve the 
effect of this ſufferance, I have frequently at: 
ended trials where theſe people have been wit- 
neſſes, and thro? the whole of imy obſervation I | 
have never found them give an explicit anſwet 
when it could make againſt their friends; nay, 
the whole chicanery and ſearch. of the council 
could not ne an anſwer hich was not fl 


Turi cauſe of demanding this privilepe is 
the moſt convincing reaſon for its not being al | 
lowed them; it is evident they imagine that there 

is ſomething more obligatory, ſacred and binding 
in an oath, than i in an affirmation : therefore ſince 
all the individuals of a nation ought to be under 
the ſame influence and apprehenſion in the ad- 
miniſtration of an oath, it was extremely ill un- 
W to grant this liberty, of affirmation to 


* 


niſhment, for the breach of that which another 


only conceives 26 bomething of a common 


| nature. | = 


= 


T HAT the legilature and ah Quakers "Ting 


ſelves conceive an affirmation to be of an infe- 


rior obligation on the perſon who takes it, to that 
of an oath, is certain: no man, whatever crime he 


is guilty of, can be executed on the affirmation 


of a Quaker ; j and no Quaker has refuſed taking 


bis oath to the execution of one that has rouſed 


his righteous ſpirit, by robbing him. Thus the 
legiſlature thinks it an indulgence, and not equal- 


ly obligatory, by making this difference in caſes 
of life : 38d death. 


Taz 8 who takes the c common oaths of 
the country, in caſes of being robbed, cannot at 
other times plead conſcience againſt it with juſ- 


tice ; becauſe either his conſcience admits of do- 
ing what it knows to be wrong on theſe occaſions, 


or he ſcreens himſelf from what he thinks to be 
__ 4 — * 


L. E -P T E R g XVI. : 13 in 
any 7 ft of men whatever. It i is a 164d that leads | 


to injuſtice; it is injuſtice itſelf, that one man 
ſhould, be ſubjected to the <errors of eternal pu- 
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right in others, and * no real exception 
againſt, 


Fo x theſe et if het is ſuffered to rake his 


affirmation in caſes of property, he ſhould not be 
indulged to take his oath in thoſe of life and 
death. He ought to adhere to his conſcienet 


throughout, and not change the nature of the 


obligation as his intereſt and inclination permit 


him In truth, it is a weakneſs to excuſe a ſet of 


1905 from oaths in thoſe. inſtances, - here Al 


others of the kingdom are obliged to take them. 


Sven are the Quakers : I leave you to decide 


if chey are that ſimple primitive people which 


Voltaire and abbẽ le Bland have told you; have 


not they found means to obtain advantages which 


favour of refined cunning, and ſecure themſelves 
in ſafety whillt the nation is s fighting their battles" ? 


T HE celebrated ſyſtem of Penn, which has 
been ſo much ptaiſed and for fo little reaſon, 15 


abſolutely impracticable amongſt men: indeed 


it is caſy to preferve peace with the Indians, who 


are purchaſed by ſmall preſents to continue it; 
but can they buy off the French, who are pre- 


Pas 


paring to inroads” their dominions in America ? 
will the ſpirit of meekneſs ſerxe them in that 
caſe? and what has been ſaid with reſpe& to 
their indulging all religions amongſt them, is 
not true, the catholics are excepted z and the it 


effects of a general naturalization i is ſenſibly felt 


amongſt them, the Germans being at preſent ſo 
numerous that they preſerve their language and 
intereſt ſeparate, which! is no ſmall inconveniency 
to the country; and would as probably live 27 


der a French, [2 an {Engliſh government, 1 
| aft Ta Gd. x 


 Tavs, fir, you f ſee this applauded Stem of 


tions; it is ideally better, but in execution a as bad 


mented v vith the name of flaves 3 in this country, | 
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Sovernment in England and that in America i is 
ſtained with as deep blots as thoſe « of other na- 


as that of F rance, whoſe inhabitants are  compli- 
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Coccur ar Rome. | 


a Bis Ki as cen 
1 1 ala to tay what may get's in 
"this kingdom by the effect of time; but at 
pfreſent there is no probability of the catholic 


4 as 


faith increaling amongſt the Engliſh.” FE or ur 


2&7, E public rheetings but ihdſe at the « amy 
| baſfidors chapels, ar are e forbidden by law, the 


prieſts of our NA, are not Hermitted to preach 
amongſt the people, and thoſe of an 1 enthuſiaftic 
nature are all ſeized by the Preachers of new 
ſefts, who harangue the multitude in fields and 
particular paces deftin'd far that end. 


unn. ; 7683 Wi N N . 9 A. 1 1 
Ir ſeems difficult to propagate any mode of 


religion amongſt people who are at eaſe ; thoſe 
who feel no warldly evils are little ſolicited to 
enquire into matters of religion, they are in 


opulence in this world, and undiſturbed about the 


conſequences of the other: for that reaſon there 
” _ 


LETTER XVII. mw 
are none but the - poorer ſort, whoſe diſtreſſyt 


prompt them to follow thoſe new-preachets, who! | 
| are extremely liberal in promiſes of rewards in | 
heaven to thoſe who join in their worſhip upon 
earth, A __ copfblaiog' 0 ny feelings of 


faengt! 0 
* 4 * 1 , 1 a 1 1 p " 4 4 Y 4 
We 1 * * * . 4 IF 


Wai C | general calamity might effectuste, 1 


know not probably, as thoſe who have no re- 
ligion are the molt apt to run into the oppo fite | 

extreme in theſe ſituations, the catholic faith, an- 
2 ſwering fully to the diſpoſitions of ſuch times, 


might be re-eſtabliſhed in England. At preſent 


I cannot avoid thinking, that this nation is of all 


others the leaſt advantaged by the religion which 
is to be found in it; the heads of thoſe who 


were originally deſigned to ſuperintend theſe 
affairs, are either ee welk or wee 


ly N | 
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Tow men in bunte bn is all hings, le n 0 
chis enthuſiaſtic ſpirit of the field-preachers un- 
converted to any uſe, unleſs they {oppoſe the 
weakening the eſtabliſhed church an ad vantage; 


whereas it is capable of being turned to great 


ee ſexyiory if they treated them as we do 
thoſe 
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thoſe: of our religious orders, whoſe: ſauls/are on 
fire with zeal to- bring their bodies to _— 1 
| 2 and the * 2 our i 7% 
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Wa they ſent. to convert nt the FO in . 
2 to the chriſtian faith, "they would unite 
theſe nations more ſtrongly .to the Engliſh in- 
tereſt than every other power on earth; he who 
rules the ſoul, rules every thing ; * otherwiſe the 
French will prevail throughopt the, continent, 
_ whoſe | prieſts are labouring to conyert the Ame- 
rican nations to their faith, and conſequeatly to 
their Joby. 3 
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Tu. 18 wa encouraged in hb manner 1 meh- 
tion, the kingdom of England would draw as 


much advantage from their enthuſiaſm 1 in Aide 


nic, as led brings wiſchiel at preſent. in this 
Mind. 5 A ISS en 


is NDEED the diſbelief of all Futurity 4 is 0 uni- 
verſally prevalent in this country, the men in 
power are altogether inattentive or ignorant what 
effect religion can have amongſt an uncivilized 
and barbarous race; the ſhort and only way they 
know of coming at things, is buying. This, 
tho” it ſucceeds in perfection amongſt the na- 
Aol: | _ = [gs | tive. 
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tives, is not ſure of ſucceſs in other countries; 
and thoſe who: ca ꝓrevail over the mind by ob- 
jects of religionz and influence by money alſo, 
are almoſt ſure of prevailing inothe end! The 

| F tench — — one or We method. 
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Ma av v not the 9 0 of ehix l ignorance in TOY 


; man nature be owing to this f. The human i 
heart is not ſo well known in this nation as in 


catholic eder 3 men judge. of others by what 1 
they feel alone, and no man is various ed to 


found a knowledge of all mankind on what paſſes 


1 


in himſelf only. Thus the man in power, dire&- i 
ing all things from, his walks ſenſations, knows = 
Ii: en haman nature. * 1 \ $070 p- 1M! ; 
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10 bs nations where. the ee religion mand, 
the clergy, aceuſtomed to attend to the various 
diſpoſitions of men, by the confeſſions of very 
different tempere in head and heart, know che 
map of man, the ſhoals, creelæs, bays, tides, and 
currents of human nature, better than thoſe 
who are not acquainted with any boſom but their 


own : they diſcern what ineites, and what re. 
| ſtrains. 
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Ta uE arc ſerfible bei: Silly man is nd 
11 paſſion, and therefore guide it 
0 theit intentions by that way, and not break 
dommn their minds into compliance with what 
chey pleaſe to have done, by dint of money only 
by this means even the doing juſtly thro' a d. 
niſter influence bas a vicious effect, the mind 


even ſuffers a kind of corruption in being par- 
chaſed t to do right. 5 DEED t 


rn vs this fetal machine of zeal bor t the 
eauſe of God, through want of knowledge or.in- 
attention, is ſuffered to do miſchief in this na- 
tion; which, ſent into their colonies, would' be 
productive of infinite utility. No nation knows 
o little how co turn the varteus diſpoſitions of 
the heart ae her as een 2.9 
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we 


11s nth more F for 
e the laws uf the land than this; hundreds 
axe tranſported to the plantations every yeaty 
from whence many return, and are hanged 3 o- 
hers ave ſervants for a certain vime ily. 
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Tr 1s britigh but Tirtle + aids to the £616- 


nies; whereas, if they had ericouragetnetir Wen 
them to marry Indian women, if it made part 
of the judgment paſs d on them, or the women 
were obliged to marry Indian men, there would 


then be a ſtronger alliance between theſe Ameri- 
can nations and the Engliſh. Some ſmall ſums 15 


of money might be given on n account. 


Tux French practiſe the encouraging inter- 


marriages between the neighbouring Indians and 
their people; and by this, and by their zeal for 


making converts, they increaſe greatly i in intereſt 


amongſt the Indian nations of America. 


; pr 


Ir theſe obſervations be true, which I have 


received from father B—— in that country, it 
ſtems: evident that riches and irreligion bring 


ſloth and ignorance in the knowledge of the 
buman head and heart. The great ſchool for 
the ſcience of which, is at that city where vou 


reſide; ; where men are better known and under- 
ſtood, and the different diſpoſitions better ap- 


plied, than any where on earth; from the zealot 
who. 
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10 W many things are ee bor cer. | 
1 tain truths by the different people of 
Europe, which are really: without any foun- | 
dation. This variety of opinions ſeems to me 
to ariſe from ſhottlightedneſs, or drawing. para - 
| lells between kingdoms ; whereas no two things in 
political affairs ſeem to be enou gh alike to deduce 
any reaſonable conſequence from the ſimilarity: 
If you aſk an Engliſhman, what has made arts, 
letters, anel trade, flouriſh . in the different 
parts of the world? he will immediately an- 
ſwer, Liberty: the Athenians were a free people; 
behold what prodigies the city of Athens pro- 
duced ; the Romans alſo; what: did that illuſ- 
trious people produce in arme, and literature ! 
as heft in faust. -0j 121039 1 5 
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bitants: The laſt of which, has not only mix'd 
the . knowledge of trade with war, but wen 
philoſophy and ſcience 4 thus it is liberty alone 
| which can give. birth to the ſuperior , ſupe · 
| . e ee * learning. 1 110 pt 
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tn commerce, in like manner, free ſtates 


alone, were thoſe who ſucceeded. The Tyrians, 5 
Carthaginians, Syracuſans, and Marſeillians ; the 
Genoeſe and Venetians; the Dutch and Brit: 
tons; what a figure have they made in the 
world! They have cover'd the ocean with theit 


fleets, and brought immenſe tiches to the Inha- 


17 we ſhould grant this to * true, 0 
aſſertors of this cauſe of learning and com- 
merce will fall into à wilderneſs, difficult enough 


| to find a path which leads. from it, to ſafety; 
if we ſhould deny it, there would be no " 
pain to mw the truth of this n. 


be painting abd 4 be the Joſt of 
genius, even catholic Rome has ne ſmall reaſon 


to boaſt of its productions. in that taſte 3 wal 


that city then free at the times when Raphael, 
„ x” | Michel 


1 


* 
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Michel Angels, and other great men, painted 


| ſcarce be 00 th. I oy 


* 


| and pet, no Englimman will allow that they 
are a free people; how comes it to paſs, that 
liberty can only promote works of genius, ſince 


ick in thoſe produBtions 


PERRAPsõ, in ſtrict truth, even Rome and 
Athens were declining from the ſummit of li- 
berty at the times of their greateſt men in 
literary genius. If Socrates, Plato, and Xeno- 
phon, like fruit ripeft juſt before its falling 
from the tree, lived in the autumn of li- 
berty; Demoſthenes, Ariſtotle, and others, 


lives in that ſtate; or be eſteem d fred in 
the days of Philip and Alexandet: And ſurely 
Livy, Horace, Virgil, Tully, and many others 


L 2 wrote 


and car ved in it ? If it Was at that time, it 
is the ſame at preſent ; the ſyſtem of govern- 
ment being changed in no reſpect; this will 


No man will deny, that the French have 


J produced men of genius i in all Kinds of literature; 


cke French a nation of flaves, has been profi- 


can ſcarce be imagined to have paſt their 
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148 LETTER XVII. 
wrote in that time when liberty was no lon- 
ger at Rome ; to ſay nothing of Lucan, Ta 


tus, Seneca, Juvenal, and many others, who 


lived in the days of avow'd tyranny. 


Even the greateſt geniuſes of this nation can- 
not with ſtrict propriety be ſaid to have liyech in 
times when England enjoy d its greateſt. free 
dom. The glory of England was great in the 


reign. of Elizabeth, but the liberty was nothing 


in the compariſon of what it bas ſince known; 
ſurely her father's reign was not h 


for the freedom of his ſubjects; and yet, Si Wi 
Thomas More lived in the days of Henry the k 


eighth, whoſe little hook of the Utopia has mor 


genius in it than all choſe that have ok 
written in that M9; fo will off 2 


F3& 438 1. 
= 
—_ 3} 9 89 7 71 


SHAKESPEA AR and Spencer, wrote in iir 


; reign of Queen Elizabeth, and no men haye 


ſhewn more genius in poetry than theſe tyo. 
Sir Walther Rawleigh, and my lord Verulam, 
im like manner, were far from feeling a 
warmeſt beams of liberty, and yet they are 


doubtedly men of genius, penivularly the ww 
who 
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who probably excell'd all men in that greateſt 


diſtinetion of genius, intuitive „ 


Tus it ſeems, that : liberry is neither the 
$ cauſe of literature, nor genius; if it were, greater 
liberty would have produced greater proofs of 


each kind. Whereas this nation has declined 


in genius in many parts, ſince it has increaſed 


in liberty : it would be difficult to find a man of 


very exalted underſtanding inthe nation at preſent, 


and yet no Engliſhman will allow he is not free. 


* 


Tus it is not liberty which creates ge- 


nius and literature in a nation; it muſt then 
be look'd for from ſome other cauſe. 


Tu Z firſt of theſe no human power, nor 
| ſtate, can create; 3.1 ſeems to be, amongſt hu- 


man kind, what a comet is amongſt the heavenly 
bodies, a being, bound to no one government, 


that comes with ſuperior intellects, to enligh- 
| ten the underſtanding of this world at various 


times; as the other may, to repleniſh the orbs 


ol this ſyſtem with light, or ſome other qua 
lities unknown to us. 
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'T HAT + encouragement buy nat produced ge: 
nius, is alſo as evidently true; ſince all who 
have ever received any advantage from ſu- 
perior parts, have diſtinguiſh'd themſelves be- 
fore they were rewarded 3 and many a man 
of great capacity bas languiſh'd in obſcurity 
and penury his whole life; even thoſe, whoſe 
writings had convinced the world, that the 
men had merit who wrote them. It is not 
encouragement then which has produced the 
talents of Fe who are ſo juſtly admired. | 


From chaſe conſiderations perhaps it e 
that the Engliſh have appointed no ſtated pro- 
n as an encouragement for men of ſu- 
perior genius in the polite parts of literature and 
ſcience: The divine and lawyer are amply taken 
care of indeed; but the phyſician, mathematician, 
and others in other ſtudies, have neither honors 
nor profits annex'd to ſl for being fin- 
pularly . 


Tu E Evgliſh tell you, that a genius will ſhew 
itſelf; and for this reaſon it is preſumed, they 
conclude that the beſt of thoſe capacities, which 

3 are” 
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are amongſt the common run of mankind, = 44 


— 


— — 
= cc // = ac ta 
EY) 


to be —— 1 | | li 
Eve ar nation ſhould have academies, with | | 
honor and penſions annex d to tlie members x i 
of them, to call out the beſt exertion. of thoſe - | 14 
talents or degree of underſtanding, which every | l 
man oe. : 1 N 
1 LG " 
165 8, tho? it cannot make genius, will 1 | 
make ſomething very near it; it will make 4 | 
the intellects of thoſe who apply, more ſtrong Fill 
and ready 3 in their ſtudies, than thoſe who have 1 | 
no incentive, but what may caſually reſult from 1 
their labours. The mind of a ſtudent ſhould | | 0 
neither be in great affluence, or in great anxie- ith | 
ty ; the firſt will create ſloth, the other emaci- 3 1 
date the powers of thinking, by the Pain ** 0 
it communicates to the ſoul. 1 
WII ur tas * to ſtudy, | | 

| | 


the character of a nation will decline, and the 
powers alſo, Genius comes too rarely to ſup- 
port the authority of a learned people; it is 
therefore the buſineſs of a miniſter, to inſti- 
tute ſocieties of that kind, where: men ſhall be 


urged by honor and intereſt, to the diſcovery 
DS: of 
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of things uſeful to the community, and pre- 
| ſerve a nation as well as the nature of * 
will Foes in the ns. it has acquired, | 


Tarts the French have N done; and 
their academics have had the good effect of ſaſtain- 
ing knowledge, and producing men who are of 
public utility to arts, ſciences, trades, and ma- 
nufactures. The honor of being a member of 
the academy of ſcience firſt draus men of 
ſtudy to offer their obſervations and diſcoveries 3 ; 
| which, if approved of, introduce them by de- 
grees to be choſen members: where, after far- 
ther proofs of their abilities, they become pen- 
fioners, and are at eaſe enough to proceed lei- 
ſurely in their | Ludies during life, 


aP E great büllinefi of a nation is, to con- 
vert the common talents of men to the greateſt 
poſſible advantages, not waiting the arrival of 
genius; 1 which, like the Meſſiah to the Jews, 
may never come z which if i it ſhould arrive, is 
to be confider'd as ſomething above. expeQation, 
and applied e to their farther utility. 


Ti Is the French 484 0 purſue; the 
Engliſh, on the contrary, deſpiſe, are ignorant 
3% | a of, ' 
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of, or neglect; hence it muſt inconteſtably / fol- 


low, that ſooner or later France muſt gain the 


aſcendant over all thoſe who are remiſs in 
theſe affairs. The ſpirir of invention is greatly 


promoted amongſt all ranks of people in France, 


every common mechanic | is rewarded with ſome 


gratuity, proportion d to its utifiry ; and the 


miniſter will read a memorial of any thing 
propoſed as an advantage, without rejecting it 
with the ignominy of a project, and projector, 
even if it come from the hands of the meaneſt 
artizan or labourer; and, if it offer any thing | 


that is probable to be carried into execution, 
reward him for the hint. 


Ir. commerce e has not hitherto LAIRD much 
amongſt any ſtates but thoſe which are free, 
it is not becauſe a monarchic government iS 


not fit for the ſupport and encouragement of 


trade; but becauſe monarchs Having hitherto 
eſteemed trade as ſomething below their atten- 


tion, and negle&ed to turn their eyes that. 


way, conqueſt has been the purſuir of kings, 


glory in arms their chief object, till England 


and Holland growing great by trade, have 


hewn, them, that there are other ways of ag- 


grandizing 
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grandizing a nation, than that of extending their 
dominionss. | i 


$ 


In conſequence of this, the F 3 trade | 
has proved a formidable rival to that of Eng 
land; and by determining the view of their 
meaſures on this object, wean d chem from the 
viſion of univerſal monarchy, and enrich'd their 
nation. 


# 


. "THE monarch, 1 deterimines to tale 
che care of commeree under his protection, has 
it in his power to promote it beyond that 
which can be expected from a free ſtate. Good 
laws may be defeated by claſhing interefts in 
popular aſſemblies, each ſet of tradeſmen oppoſ- 
ing the increaſe of trades different from their 
own ; perhaps the nature of a free ſtate will 
ſcarce permit that rigour of enquiry which is 
neceſſary to keep men from committing frauds 
in the manufactures which they are * in. 


Tu HE inspection of the French manufactories 
in every reſpect is ſo order d, that no frauds 
can be committed; the miniſter knows the na- 
rure and purſuit of commercial men is to en- 

a 
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rich themſelves: this deſire being entirely ſel- 
fiſh, is but little apt to conſider poſterity, or 
be ſtrictly honeſt. For theſe reaſons, thoſe pro- 


penſities are check d by public inſpection: a trade 
once begun with a foreign kingdom is almoſt 
certain of being eſtabliſh'd, the merchandize be- 
ing ſyre of continuing the ſame; the foreign 


merchant knows this, and depends upon it. 


WE AEASs the mechanics and mam Kur⸗ 
ers of England, having no ſuperintendancy over 
their productions, goaded on by the deſire of ſudl- 


den gain, have full licence of deceiving: For 
this reaſon they have loſt their. trades in ſome 
branches, and muſt in more, whilſt they are curſ- 
ing the French, far robbing them of that which 
1 loſe by their own diſhoneſty. 


In free*countries it is diffcult ta preſerve. 
that ſubordination, which is. neceſſary to ſupport 


commerce in its greateſt perfection: the en- 
couragement of advantageous ſchemes, and: 
prohibition of bad practices, are never well un- 
derſtood, are always tedious in execution, and 
the laws made in conſequence of one or the other 


il plan'd or imperfect. WE 
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EirHER of theſe deſigns a monarch ab 

compliſhes by a ſingle ordinance; the firſt ſhall 

be encouraged, che latter ſhall be deſtroyed ; 


and the people, accuſtomed to conſider things 
with a dependancy on their ſovereign, are con- 
tented with their ſtate, live more frugally and 


happy than any where elſe, cn rquitieer with | 
wake! is e 


Ir ſeems to me therefore, that a monarchie 
ſtate is the moſt proper for the advancement of 
commerce, and will at laſt (finding the advan- 
tage, which accrues from it) prevail over all 
dcother kinds of government. It is. probable that 
a king vill liſten to the public good, beyond 
that of particular companies; but miniſters will 
protect thoſe companies, in oppoſition to the pu- 
blic good, if theſe can protect them from their 
maſter” 8 and the peoples reſentments. 


* 4 E conſideration of what luxury effects in a 
nation, comes under this head of commerce alſo. 
In France, the Eaſt- India commodities, which 
are bought for ſterling money, are ſold again 

for ſterling money, and the nation is a gain- 

l er; 


er; England, on the contrary, ſending out 
money, ſees no return for the greateſt part 
which it. conſumes at home; even the ſugar co- 


lonies, only ſupply the people with luxury; ; they 
work a whole year, ſwallow their” manufactories 


down their throats, and draw little advantage 


to themſelves by exportation ; z, the F rench mak 


i SIX >. 


ing their luxury conſiſt 1 in elegance, and conſum- 
ing their own Productions, export great quanti- 
ties. of eaſtern and weſtern goods to be run into 
England, exported | to Harnborough, and other 
parts of Germany; and thus convert their foreign 
product to domeſtic : utility, , 5 


* 
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Ir is he part of a great mitiſter, to \ remedy 
theſe 1 inconveniences, which are growing in this 
kingdom where I am ; but there is yet no N. 
John, in this deſert of politics, arrived to pre- 
pare the way, and foretell the coming, of this 
temporal ſaviour, 5 much wanted in this nation. 


„ 
A beben me E 
* 
1 . 18S Ft 
\3 E. 1 32 WP S.2 * 4lt Ks S ned * 4 A S+* 5 . 


bas ee ore a Yours moſt affettionately. 


* * 
\ 1 1 d 
% #31 * g 1 ? 15 84 : ? N * 1 3 * 


o a * 
\ : 4 x : v 4 ' 0 L ' a 
Y 24 Pg i ® mY 1 *s G4 i% 3 4 4 ” * 2 
5 he” 
„ 9 * * * 3 
+ * 1 & 


* : * * Re : „ a * ＋ * FER" 
, . | +. . * 
4 i * 


L EH ER XVnI. 197 


8 rer E x e c 
ts LETTER XIX. 
— . " N 1 bs 
8 3 d N ; ” 9 4 1 4 . 
i F S ry o & 4 


LETTER NIX. 


25 the Coen of * nts ar + Rome. 


| Madam, | * 
OUR enquiry in 8 to 1 amours 


in the loves of the Italians 3 the French have much 


more of the ſentimental in their general nature, 


than the Engliſn; their gallantries are conducted 


with more decency, and more pe, is paſt to- 


SE F +2 


land, 


In general, it is the neden of gelle mich 


is the object of every Engliſhman's purſuits 
pet, when they do love ſincerely, no beings up- 

on earth are ſo totally devoted to their paſſion 
as the natives of this iſle they hang, drown, and 


ſhoot themſelves, if diſappointed in their loves; 
anothing is reſtraint enough on their inclinations : 


men "ul the en rank marry women of even 
| infamy, 


15 50 | 


and gallantries of the Engliſh, will afford 


me no very romantic ſubject of diſplaying the va. 
nous revolutions of the heart, which take. place 


LETTER XIX. 159 ik 
iInfamy, not to ſay of extreme low birth; and 7 I} 
ladies of noble families wed their footmen, play- | ii 
ers and ſingers; that univerſal manner of breed» = N 
ing children to ſcarce any reſtraint, that ſpirit | 
which is ill. underſtood. for liberty, indulging 
them to think that all actions which are not 
directly criminal, are not culpable. This, tho! it 
will appear extremely ſtrange to your appre- 
henſions, is not conſidered ſo here; many wo- 
men who have been public proſtitutes, have 
ſigured at court with talen. ad this accident of 
marriage. 21119 1 
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I AM 5 to believe, that few beings in any na- 
non are truly actuated by the real ſenſation of 
ove the deſign of meeting in the ſexes, being 
very well anſwered by an inferior degree o, 
on a ns e Rn 


In England | it is dd as vu a 
| effeminate to dangle after a woman, to prevail 
by ſighs, tender ſpeeches, long ſufferings, and 
perſeverance; to take a heart like a citadel is a 
thing unknown amongſt them: the moſt decent 
Engliſhman therefore, in ſearch of a miſtreſs; |, 
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amongſt: the meaner claſs of women, who are 
extremely beautiful in this /nation;c/and\making 

a compliment of his money, which he and the 
prefer to bleeding hearts and all amorous M 


knowledgements, 'obtains his deſire. 
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7; N the public n at Papst operas, and 
| gemblies here is no chichifbe nor amant us in 
Italy and France, who ſighs, grins, ogles, fetches 
and carries like a well educated ſpaniel. 
OE Tie 29 2:29 07992 mat. 
As man, madam, is a creature which istex 
tremely fond of power, ought I not to glory in 
this freedom which an Engliſhman preſerves, 
in thus keeping independant of the thraldom of 
beauty, and its ſervice, which 1s ſometimes very 
ag _—_” 2605 e 9 bakiga't wi 


— 


XY ET, tach is the = 5 true love, \chat 
1 I would renounce all other enjoy ments on earth 
to poſſeſ $ the. obje&, and feel that thrilling paſ- 
fion which J once knew; to ſee the emanations 
of reciprocal delight darting from the eyes of 
FEI | her 


U. 
nN 


HE TER MIX; 1641 
her whom! adoreq ; our whole ſouls correſpond- 
ing to each other's touch, like ſtrings in uniſon 3 
for- ſurely ſouls have power of touching each 
other; the joy of being ever wih her, and ſhe 
impatient of my abſence, whether in the mo- 
ment of exalted rapture; or in the chilling hour 
which generally ſucceeds, alike ardendly: nnn 
to be conſubſtantiated! with her. 


* £ *% * 
* 


ate in \ſpite a vows ia prayers «poſſeſſed ay 
foul entirely 3 this you knew and, indulged the 
weakoeſs for the ſake of the - perfeCtin in the 
object; this rapture you will yet indulge ; alas! 
diſtance | has not yet reclaimed my heart; one 
thought of love and woman, brings her back in 


full power upon my boſom, and I am dejected 
whole hours after it. 


As thete' is an indelicacy i in 4h men of Eng 
land; and as their paſſions are not of the moſt re- 


fined ſort, I do not wonder that they indulge 
themſelves with taking girls from the lower claſ- 
les, which are extremely beautiful; provided they 
had yet been unpolluted ; bur ſuch is the indelicate 
taſte of. many of the nobility and gentry of this 

nation, they keep expenſively women as well 
. M known, 
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known, and as much hackney'd, as the Appian 
way in Italy; this is ſuch a taſte as ſeems not 
to be accounted for; they are mere hounds in 
their appetites, and prefer carrion to the moſt 
exquiſite delicacies of the table. 

; I ave been often led to imagine, that the 
ſultans of the eaſt, are actuated by more deli 
cate emotions than the northern nations; it can. 
not be the mere deſire between the ſexes, which 
can thus feclude them from the converſation of 
the world in company with women, it mu 
certainly be that refined fenſation which I yet 
feel; perhaps, even more exalted and refined by 
the warmer ſuns, and the temperament which 
reigns ge that people. wr 


Is it be that joy, how il. judging i is human 
| nature, that, unconſcious of the tranſport, con- 
demns this lothful and unambitious life, as much 
to be preferred to thoſe tumultous joys of men 
in full liberty, as all that has been imagined of 
angelic natures and their enjoyments, is ſupe 
rior to thoſe of the moſt debaſed of the h bs 
man kind. 


Tu 
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Tux recalling what I would ever wiſh to for- 


get, has diſabled me from purſuing my account of 
the Engliſh ladies; I feel ſomething at my heart 
which ſo enfeebles me, that I cannot proceed 


alas! after ſo many years of abſence, I am obliged | 
to ſigh and weep myſelf into tranquillity. I am, 


Your moſt obedient 
and moſt bumble ſervant. 
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Apen to an Italian; but that there ſhould be 
ſo little converſation ee men and their wives 


ney enough, each purſues their ſeparate plea- 


wine, and ſmoaking tobacco, ſhe drinks her at- 
ternoon's tea in chatting with her neighbour 


or any curſory tittle-tattle of the day. 


fomewhat ſingular. It is no uncommon thing in 
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I. E T T E R þ 4 
To a Marchionſs of cork 4 * af Rome 


De Madam, | Wy 


HAT women have ſeparate delights from | 


thoſe of a huſband's company, is nothing 


when they are not diſagreeable to each other, i ls 


London, perhaps it is the moſt common, for a 
couple to live together on very good terms, 
who have not the leaſt rea] love for each other ; 
if their condition of life ſupplies them with mo- 


ſures; he paſſes his evening at the tavern in 


about her huſband's buſineſs, her new cloaths, 


Ar night they tumble into one bed toge- 
ther, he drenched in wine, and ſtinking of to- 
* bacco, 


EY 
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bacco, ſhe careleſs of this violation of decency, 
till next morning, when each wakes to their daily 
employ ments, and the day goes on like every 
other: if this prevailed only amongſt thoſe of 


prize would be nothing; but citizens of great 
wealth, and gentlemen of great eſtates, paſs their 
lives in this filthy manner; a wife who ſhould 
have delicacy enough to leave her huſband's bed 
on this account, would be conſidered as a wo⸗ 
man of a vicious diſpoſition, and be treated 
ſomething like a proſtitute perhaps; thus there 
is no kind of delicacy on either ſide, as they 


came together for ſome worldly advantage, ſo 
| when either dies, the ſurvivor” makes a hand- 


TE widow, if ſhe has the good fortune to 
outlive the good - man, wears her weeds a whole 
year, and ſighs heavily every hour after a* new 
huſband; ſo indelicate are the women of this 
country, even thoſe that are ftill chought mo- 
deſt, they never reſtrain themſelves to any num- 
ber of huſbands, and meet one with as much in- 


g difference, or joy, as they met the other, even 
od to half a dozen, — 
T | M3 | 1 118 


the loweſt order of human creatures, the ſur- 


lome funeral, and looks out for another partner. 
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8 THr1s kind of behaviour is not to be found 
in Italy; women who marry men for their con- 
veniency, ſeldom bear their company with good 

temper, tho* diveſted of all theſe diſpleaſing 
ſenſations which accompany wine and tobacco; 
and in France one bed never contains ſuch a 
pair; ſhe that has loſt the man ſhe loves, is ne· 
ver indifferent, much leſs happy, with another 

after the firſt is no more. | 


| EE Madam, tell me, you who know the 
human heart better than any philoſopher I have 
read, or been acquainted with, is this want of de- 


heacy in theſe Poop a rea] loſs of _— or 
is it not ? = 


$ Wh 3 K S GY, 10 


— 


13 Fox my own part, I am convinced, -that in 
| this erk it is not, as far as wy obſervation 
can extend, 


E On Hu Ax ſouls of a ſuperior nature, like the 
maſt elegant and beſt formed inſtruments, are 
he put out of tune, than thoſe of a coarſer 
fabric a duſt, lying on a particular part, ſhall | 
impair the found of one; and a trifle diſturb the 
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repoſe of the other; za rainy day untunes both: 

tho” the harmony of the inſtrument is moſt ex- 
quiſite, and the delights of the mind ineffable, 
yet conſidering how many difagreeable accidents” 
are probable to arrive, which may diſcompoſe 
one and the other, is it not better to be formed 


of leſs delicate materials, and, tho” wanting the | 


the higheſt excellence i in ſound or "ſeafarion, t to 
poſſeſs : a common bade, or or a common foul? | 


| a ! EI 5 4 : * 
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r 


To carry c on the alluſion ; ; i we could al- 
ways play ſolos, happineſs might be obtained by 


L. 


thoſe of refined taſtes; but as ſociety i is almoſt 


neceſſary. to our natures, and each ſex thinks it- 
ſelt unhappy. to a certain degree, till united with 
the other, as greater pieces of muſic compoſed 
of many; parts, are neceſſary. to ſhew all the pow- 


ers of harmony; ſo. perhaps, the probability of 


meeting, with correſponding, tempers and accord- 


ing tones makes it better to have leſs delicate 


ſenſations, and being leſs pleaſed with one. ano- 
ther, feel no miſery from j Jarring diſpoſitions. J ; 


1 


** HE ladies of the beſt, quality are indeed 


relieved from this cruel manner, which, , prevailed 
M 2 not 
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not long fince, amongſt the nobility even; _ 


grinking and ſmoaking ' were more the cuſtotn th 


at preſent : nowwirhilanding this change, and 111 


to. # 


the ladies are more in company with , Men” than 


ö uſual; yet, 1 5 have rot bt the focernel of tem. 


n 


of eas, 10 areful in fat, and pal fo arleſs in . 


pearance, is not yet arrived in this capital, but 


in few families; like the firſt flight of woodcocks 


40 3 7 11 8 1 1 10141 


but here c there one, i 'whi ch, like all ſcarce 
things, are much valued and rech alt with, | 


el Y? HJOL 22 MU 8 eva tommy; 10 21011. 


100 KO fi 3 3 Lit 8 8 PR 
nnen in Eüglind is not ü der- 


ftood, and complaiſance” te to the opinion of Wo- 
men has not yet prevailed enough to 4nak1 


their opinions in literature faſhionable ; it is not 


that their underſtandings ark not as good? as in 


— 4103 


any pat f Europe, but the ladics theinſtlves 
have not yet taken upon them to determine in 


works of literature, and writers think themfelbes | 
above ns e by female remarks. 1. 


1s this they are wrong, in my W 1 


val rather take your udgment in matters of 


polite 
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polite! writing; than the firft-wit's of Iedy; and 

ſhould think myſelf ſafer in your approbation, 
than in that of a long llt of literati, hom 
I could mention. Women have i in general more 


delicate ſenſations than men; what touches them 
is, for the moſt part, true in nature; whereas 


vious prejudice, and referring all things to the 


model of the ancients, condemn that by com- 


pariſon, where no true ſimilitude ought to be ex: 


pected. 


1 WISH ſincerely you could travel to this 
kingdom, and ſpeak this language : how proud 


ſhould I be to ſee you preſide at your aſſem- 


bly of men of letters, ſoothing the - Engliſh to 


politeneſs by your preſiding genius, and letting 5 


them ſee what ad vantage one polite woman would 
bring to all their literary productions. 


I Au ſtill flattering myſelf, the day will 


come, when women will have the aſcendant, and 
take to their protection the languiſhing arts, 
and expiring letters. Tho' I am not a native 


pf this land, yet I own long reſidence amongſt 
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the inhabitants, and the fame they have juſtly me- 


rited in learning, makes me wiſh that ſome au- 
ſpicious hour would arrive, and retrieve the de- 
clining ſtate of literature, I am, 


<4 : 


Sth tht - Your moſt obedient ſervant; 
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L E T, T E R XXI. 0 
To the Reverend Father BaTiSTA 
Guan N at Rome. 
Dear its...” 


E have it from. more . human au- 


 thority, that a prophet has no honour 


in his own country; in like manner, to Keep 


the character of a people in its fulleſt luſtre, it 


ſhould never be ſeen, A nation reputed for 
learning and philoſophy, when we read at a 
diſtance the authors it has produced, fills us 


with admiration z we forget to imagine, that 


every one in it is not a man of letters and ſci- 


ence, and entertain conceptions which are much 


above nature ; yet, when it comes to be beheld, 
we ſoon find our miſtake : a whole people, like 
an individual, loſes admiration by acquaintance, 


To you, who live on the other ſide of the 
Alps, who ſtudy Newton, and adore him, 
all England appears fill'd with ſuch geniuſes. 


But 
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But what will you ſay, when I tell you, that 
the reigning philoſophy at preſent, | is, collecting 
natural curioſities, foſſils, ſhells, and petrefac- 
tions of all kinds; and mathematics much ne- 
glected. It is much eaſier to remember all the 
different kinds of natural productions, than to 
folve a problem in the abſtruſe mathematics; 

for one, who can perform the latter, there „ 
| thouſands, who are equal to che firſt. Who- 
ever has memory enough to retain the 

names, and patience ſufficient to gaze till he 

knows one production from another, i is an adept 
in that philoſophy. Thus, the number is in- 
creaſed, and the value lefſened. | 


You "_ be * to ſee how dege- 
nerate this nation is become: can you con- 

ceive, that in the land where Bacon and New- 
ton were born, there ſhould not be one ex- 
tenſive genius, or one conſiderable mathema- 
tician. The academy of ſcience at Paris, at 
preſent, has much greater men in that ſtudy, 
than are to be found here: Clairaut and d' A- 


lembert are ſuperior to Simſon, who is almoſt 


the only one which belongs to the royal ſociety. 
Indeed, | 
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Inden, to the honour of England, here is one 
nobleman, who is by much the greateſt ma- 
thematician in the world, amongſt men of high 
rank 3 it is my dork Stanhope. 


Ar the meetings of theſe philoſophers, ga- 
Zing with raptures at a cockle-ſhell of a new 
kind, admiring the aptitude with which each 
animal! is fitted to his deſtination i in nature, won- 


dering at the humming: -bird and his neſt, built 
with ſo much art, and inſtio& ; I have beheld 
them with the utmoſt contempt, conſcious that 


their intellects were not ſtrong enough to ſee 


the fitneſs of religion to human kind. 


Trxse wondrous philoſophers, who extoll 
the ſupreme intꝭligence ſo highly in the ſtruc- 


ture and diſpoſition of a fly, ſmile at the word 


miracle; and from mere poverty of genius 
conceive that to be falſe which is unintelligible 
to their limited capacities. When alas! the 


wings of that infe& are not more adapted to 
the uſe of flying, than miracles are to faith 


in man; and as inſeparable from his well-be- 
ing, and his nature. 
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THxrRE is a certain kind of capacity, 


which is not exalted enough to ſee that hu- 
man nature is imperfect in all its reſearches, 
nor humble enough to acknowledge 1 its incapacity, 


which i is deſtructive to itſelf, and intolerable to 


men of great underſtanding; prompt to exa- 


mine all things, and capable of comprehending 
none, as it ought; it begets an arrogance in full 


health, Which terminates in uneaſineſs in old age; 
ſuch is that of the philoſophers of this * 
hour i an Great Britain. 


"1 
Ir you mention the attributes of the deity, 


each of them ſhall. deſcant an hour on his ig- 
finite wiſdom, juſtice, and benevolence; and 
if you name the chriſtian religion, they will 
give you to underſtand, they do not believe 


one word of it to be true: How incompatible 
with the former part of their converſation is this 


 laft declaration? How ſhort-ſighted is this pre- 


tenſion to philoſophy ? ? Infinite wiſdom, Juſtice, 
and benevolence, have ſuffered mankind to be 
govern'd ſeventeen hundred and fifty years by a 
rule- and guide, which has not a word of truth 
in it. 


T IS 
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Txr1s is either making their deity impotent, 


or regardleſs of the welfare of his creatures (nei- 


yet aſſign'd from what cauſe one part of his 


ther of which can be deduced from their prin- 


ciples) and deſtroys his attributes. 
Is there one man amongſt them, who has 


favourite ſhell is white, the other purple; he 


muſt tell you, nature made it, and the eye ſees 
it ſo; it is taken off intuitively. If he ſhould 

aſk a believer, why he gives credit to miracles? 
He would anſwer : God ordain'd them; and his 
faith was convinced of the truth of them: 

At this the philoſopher would laugh, and yet 
the humbler man of faith has all to urge in his 
favour, that this mighty man of reaſon can 
plead for himſelf; the one tells you the colours 


are ſo to his eye; the other, that the tranſac- 


tions are fo to his faith, and all the reaſoning 
on earth upon either of them would be exactly 
equal; neither of them being able to explain, ho- V- 
the ſhell became purple and white, nor how wa- 
ter became wine. One has the evidence of 
ſenſe to convince him, and the other the evi- 
dence of faith to convince him; : and the world 
acquieſce 
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acquieſce alike in both, where nature has been 8 
uncorrupted by falſe philoſophy, and deluſive | 
| U N co 1 and reſearch. 37.20 


f 


METRI NKS there is aecbiog bo truly grear 

in the character of Socrates, as deſ piſing all 

Fnowledge which did not tend io the ſtudy and 
diſcovery of human nature: even the ſublimer 
parts of philoſophy, the inquiry into the motions, 5 
connections, and dependances of the heavenly 
| bodies, which require genius and application, 5 
are infinitely inferiour to that of the ſtudying i 
man. What would that divine philofopher have 
faid of thoſe, whoſe whole purſuit is amaſſing | 
together the ſcarce and rare productions of na- 
ture, whoſe happineſs conſiſts in having a ſhell 


which no man elſe poſſeſſes, neglecting all 2 
mg to uſcful knowledge. 


Tr ESE «ibildſpher,' like the. Alkali of 
| the ſophiſts of old, are productive of evil to 
| - ſcience and mankind ; they bring æ contempt on 
i the appellation, in the opinion of many, which 
extends itſelf over other parts of what is diſ- 
tinguiſh'd by that name, or creating a real cha· 


racter and valuation in the heads of others, 
for 


1 
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for ſuch trifles, ſeduce them from more reaſon- 


able and worthy purſuits, and leſſen the true 


value of real knowledge. 
noun” 203 03 bn 


ALMOST af ;chis Prins rats proud ia 
An eſteem'd ; unbelievers 3, yet it is remark- 
able, chat the moſt extenſive capacities have been 
chriſtidns:z Sir Iſaac, and Mr Locke; are known ; 
to haye been ſugh;) but theſe men are wiſet; they 
lave diſcover d the ſceret behind the curtain, and 
being too cunning, to be deluded; by the falacy 
and art of prieſts, ate only dupes to their own 
who: have the "great; conſolation of deſtroying 
their happineſs by their own wrofg reaſoning a8 
the others have their lives by their own er 0 
hands. 


1 pays oftenimagined, that amopgſt men there 
ue too be ſbund all kinds and degrees of know 
ledge, Which heaven has given to. the other 
animals of the creation 3 the men of this kind 
of underſtanding, reſemble moles, Who have 
juſt ſenſe enough to grovel in the dirt, and diſcern 
foils, it is their native ſphere y: but when they 


N dayrlight, are aſtoniſhꝰd, and judge 
1.F O Loi X N. 8 amiſs, 
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amiſs, from the impetfection of cheir organs 


and full blaze of truth, | 


Ir a man would attend to the ſenſations 
which paſs in his own boſom, and "unravel 


the combination of thoſe materials, with which 


he is compoſed,” without” flattering the vanity 
that prompts him within, he will pereeive, 1 
leaſt,” I perceive it myfelf, that there are mo- 
ments, Hours, and days, when reaſon as 10 


' Influence in correcting the diſquietude we feel, 


where the only ſolid rock, which offers u 
a firm footing, is the belief in the mediation 


of a celeſtial advocate, and redeemer of man- 
kind; when the objects of religion only take 
place, and ſoothe the mind to/ a contentment wo 
| itſelf. ; | FAR 


Can theſe feebte philoſophers calculate; bor 


many animals are contained in a drop of fluid, 
admire how nicely the form of ' every cfen- 


ture is adapted to its exerciſe and einp le. 
ment, and not remark how truly the objekt 
of religion are adjuſted to the various fabric 


of the ſoul of man; even the belief of a Me- 
8 diator and Redeemer, are ſuch nn idea, 


3 b 7 7 fo 
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Jo fitted to the wants of hu man nature, that, were 


there no other teſtimonies and advantages in 
the chriſtian doctrine, I ſhould declare, that re- 
velation , came from. beaven. Is aer and wax 

ſuch; a. nd, 3 ro human 
kind ? Is that inſect better formed for colle&- 
ing theſe productions, than the mind of man 


for receiving the ſuccour and belief of ſuch 


opinions ? Is it reaſoging like man, to admire 
the formation of a bee, and exclaim there is 
A God, and then ſeeing the means, by which he 
has ever conducted mankind, aſſert chere is 
none aa 


ww 


8 v 0 1 it is at the concluſior on: : if reli 
gion is an abſurdity, it is not one of thoſe 
tranſient things, which ſeem to obſtru& of 
interfere . with. the general proceedings of pro- 
vidence, like earthquakes or plagues. It is a 
ſtable being, the ſtandard rule and direction of 
man's behaviour: either religion is therefore of 
his hand and revelation, or there is ho God. 
For to ſuppoſe man governed eternally by a 
abs, is to ſuppoſe that there is no foperins 

Na renging 
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tending power. II chey perſiſt to aſſert, that 
there is that power, from the works of the ere · 
ation, from flies and inſbets, which directs hem 
by inftin& to what is right, and deny tile 
truth of religion; they own that there is à gd 
of flies, and not of men; chat the bee, And ant, 
are objects of his care, and man left unhdedell 
and uncared for; either a partial deity, or Poel 
by fone ado power, 'whith 'reftrans hin 
from 1 the aback of his Will. 7 © enoinigo 
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Tux ruling. philoſophy” of France is more 
conferitanevus to itſelf, than tis ir England: 
the materialiſts found all theſe hal in 
mental nature, as ariſing from matter alone; 
and tho” there have yet appeared no Plaleſo 
phers amongſt them, who have trated the cir 
tulation of things, thro' the whole round of what 
is calbd cauſe and effect, yet they allign all 


Alike to one material ext, and are net ſo 
wealk and contradiftory to imagine; that there 
is a being who prefides over inſets, and is is inat- 


* * » — : 


tentive to what paſſes en men. 


4 


- 
; 5 


ſpeculative Atheiſt whether there ever have 
been ſuch men or not, : ſhall not take upon 
me to deeide; yer, I am convinced that I could 


with more eaſe be induced to follow -that phi- 


loſophy which ſuppoſes the cauſe of all things 
to exiſt in their own nature ; 3 that 1 is, that the 


different degrees of ſubtilty in matter, and the 
affections of its various parts, attracting and re- 
pelling, are equal to the production of all the 


phænomena which we behold in nature, than 
acknowledging 2 providence, which has formed 


and preſides over all, exclude him from the 


ſuperintendancy of human kind, giving him 


as a god of flies and inſets, and permitting 
man to be guided by ſomething totally erro- 


neous. This laſt manner of conceiving things, 


is that generally received by thoſe who deal in 


the knowledge of ſhells, and are unjuſtly named 


deiſts; the philoſophers of England. 


Taz other ſyſtem of materialiſm, is the 
modiſh philoſophy of France. I am neither 
N 3 the 


Ir is 8 aid, that chere never was 4 
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the follower of one or the other 4 but taking 
nature as ſhe appears, am convinced that there 
is a God of 1 and of men. 


Avr EU, i me in your addreſs to 
that being. 0 
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* the Reverend Father FAB ©. 


Mix ETI at Rome. 


Dear Sir, 


* 
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FT ER the ſound of an dannen has 
been communicated to a place of echoes, 
there remains a long while ſome dying tone 


which the ear diſtinguiſhes, that makes it re- 


oret the loſs of the muſic which imparted it. 


Is like manner, the languid Rate of letters 
in this nation imparts a pain to thoſe who aſpire 


to be received of that number; they remember « 
like a fine woman the full ſunſhine of their 
beauty, and knowing that they are ſtill agree- 


able, cannot bear being treated with light in 


the declining hour, when the ſhadows are 


e. 


8 


4 preſent, all attention is turned from ſenſe 
to ſound, and an Italian fiddler of note coming 
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184 LETTER XXL 
from Rome, would find admiſſion and counte. 
nance, where a genius equal to Horace, travel- 
ling from the dame, place, vould meet vo te-. 
ception. 


M USIC is the faſhionable favourity of 4 
ladies; a fiddler i 18 received in this country as 
an emiſſary from the ſkies; and 1 am, con- 
| vinced, if the ladies were to order a picture of 
our Saviour 8 being received into heayen, they 
would follow the Dutch taſte, , only, inſtead, of 
angels playing on che violin, they would think 
to honor him wore * the company of Italian 
fiddlers. 


01 N E of theſe gentlemen i is conſidered of con- 
ſequence enough, to divide a nation into two par 
ties in his favour. The diſtinction of Whig and 
Tory is almoſt at an end, and the concertiſts and 
operaſts will Probably take their place with e. 


qual vehemence; for this nation muſt be divided 
by ſomething, : 


* 


Tur money which theſe performers get in 
this city is amazing; they are no longer con- 
ſidered as creatures of entertainment, but rank; 

3 | they 


— 
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they keep better company than men of letters, 
and often very arrogantly refuſe playing at che 
houſes of great men where they have dined 3 
how would an Italian nobleman, * ſuch 
n 2 


So much ſound has gained on ſenſe, and the 
talents of one performer obtained upon thoſe of 
the other, that for one who ſighs after the genius 


of Shakeſpear, there are thouſands who pant with 


deſire to play like Digardino; and fo much he 
Profits of his kill, that I believe myſelf but little 
miſtaken, when I affert, that he gets as much 


money by his violin, as the whole number of wri- 
ters in the kingdom do by their knowledge. 2 


This will in a great meaſure explain the reaſon 


of their being more enamoured of ſounds, than 


underſtanding ; and preferring the modulations 


of an artful muſician, to the fineſt productions 


of the moſt vivid and juſt 3 imagination, 


P E& HA p T*y the ſecurity which aka criti- 


ciſm, on muſic, is the great cauſe of its being 
promoted by the patrons. of fiddlers ; there are 


do treatiſes written on the compoſition of con- 


cer tos, 
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certos, trios, overtures, and ſolos, as there are 
on / heroic poems, tragedy, comedy, paſtoral}: 
elegy, and ſatire; theſe, tho* they never im- 
part taſte, furniſh rules which the people of pre- 
tenſion to literature apply; with theſe they. 
combat the opinions of thoſe who have never 
read them, tho* probably of better taſte, and 
make their judgment controverted. | 


I muſic taſte is more arbitrary; and if a lady 
who has travelled into Italy, who does not know. 

one note in the gamut, or when an inſtrument 
is in or ont of tune, talks much of the Cantabile 
and Cromatic, ſhe ſhall be eſteemed a ſpirit of 
choice diſcernment in harmonic knowledge, and 
followed as blindly as the oracles which the 
prieſteſs of the god of muſic delivered to his ; 
votaries of ole. | 


1 HAVE known more than one inſtance of 
this, I affure you, where a lady has been dying 
in raptures at the ſound of a fiddle, that was 
ſqueaking out of tune, and the upper part of 
the compoſition had no more muſic in it, than 
the whetting a knife, filing a ſaw, or the crying 
of a ſow hung by the bead in the ſtye; at 
LEE the 
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the ſame time, nine parts in ten of the company 


ſcrewing faces in concert and complaiſance to 


her lady ſnip, which would have made a ſtudy, 
or academy for artiſts whq carved heads of ſticks, 5 


_ Paine i in \ Caracatura, 


11 * aniating in all countries, how much pre. 


tenſion to taſte finds means of diſſipating, but no- 
where more remarkable than in England ; here 


are men of fortune who ſacrifice a thouſand, 


pounds in exhibiting a tragedy, only to convince . 
the world how ill they are made for the . 


ſentation of great things. 


Ma ANY. a man of 3 entertains the 


world with concerts, to ſhew that of the thou- 


in tune, and playing in time; however, there 
was yet a more extraordinary reaſon which in- 
duced an Engliſh Jew who reſided at Paris, to 
give a public concert, which was to ſhew, that 
his lady's gallant was not an eunuch, for no hu- 


man head could divine to what other intent he 


Vas deſired to ſing. 


Ir 


ſand requiſites which are neceſſary to make a 
complete fiddler, he wants but two, ſtopping 7 
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12 T is become "ey  fahion i in th ay 4 to _— 
cure charities by muſick ; that power has found 
the way of aiding in the ſupport of hoſpitals, 
melting from hearts as hard as ſtone, the fum 
of one guinea for a concert ticket. I imagine 
Amphion was an Italian fiddler, and the walls of 
Thebes were built much in this manner, perhaps 
by ſubſcription concerts; 1 think operas were 
not then in faſhion; that inſipid taſte of chanting 
frigid nonſenſe, thro' three acts, is an invention of 
the moderns, and owes its riſe to our r nation. alt 


* 
z | 5 


Tu x genius of the Engliſh i is not much turned 
for muſic, tho much more ſo than that of 
France, faſtion makes its preſent prevalency 
the converſation which is continued at concerts 
 whillt the fineſt pieces are performing, puts this 
remark beyond corttradiftion ; ; or, it muſt be 2 
ſtrange degree of ſelf. love, which prefers the 
found of its own voite, to the fineſt compoſitions 


of Corelli, Handel, or Seni! G1 . uM 


3 
* 


N ee 1 b protection and 
encouragement which are given to the natives of 
our country, I ſhould with Lan ſee the re- 

vival 


T 
yival of Ry and 105 3 flame of ſcience 
cheriſhed by that generous fuel, which it merits 


great men; mhergit 8 


pens, I ſhall not fail of communicating it to 
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75 1 Reverend. Father. FER ONTO 
| Coccur at Rome. 


ber Sir, W Tad 9 
HERE is nothing which the - Engliſh 
value themſelves more upon, than their be- 


3 ing free from thoſe laviſh apprehenſions, to 


which ſuperſtition ſubjects the minds of men in | 
catholic countries; they are continually deriding 


our belief in the power of ſaints, and wonder 


how human creatures can be ſo weak, as to give 
credit to their influence and efficacy. 


To a new comer, this looks ſo much like 
a nation of philoſophers, that it is no won- 
der, ſtrangers have reported ſuch favourable 


- Ideas, in their accounts of this people; and yet 


acquaintance brings down all this apparent ſu- 
periority, to the level of that in other nations; 
indeed, they do not believe that the ſhrine of 
St. Francis, or St. Anthony, the Virgin's or ſaints 

| relicks, 
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relicks, have any power of doing miraculous 
cures; but they believe, chat one medicine can 
diſſipate all diſeaſes, and that a horſeſhoe: nailed 
on the threſhold of the door, wilt 1 all ey 
beings from the houſe. „gb 


& 3614} 2 „511 3 
Wa 010 Rate C154 OT 2105 dio 
E the -ople of 8 Field to this 


Faith in quack remedies, and put. their. lives into 
the hands of ignorance itſelf: owing to this cre- 
dulity in the people of this iſland, it is, that ſo 
many remedies of infallible virtue, are conſtantly 


adyertiſed Againſt all the evils which can affect 
the human body. In looking over the .pub- 


lic Papers, one would imagine, that the ayenues Z 


ww + 4 > 


danger of receiving no more e ſubjedts ; ; yet, Sch 


is the event, that thouſands find a f peedier. way 


to that 1 1 70 by theſe Preventives. 5 : 


2 * # AY. 4 7 ne + 9 
SET 14 : * 89 % * 3 W 


n 


"How i is "the belief f in one univerſal | remedy 
founded in truth; beyond that of believing in the 
powers of ſaints ] is it not equally the ect of 
enthuſiaſm or 75 N from the firſt, it the 
mind of the perſon affected is naturally inclined 
to hope, and from the latter, if inclined to fear; 
the love of life, and fear of death produce both. 
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In S it is 28 anne We 
the- effluvia breathing from the ſhrine which 
moloſes the reheks ef St. Francis; can Curk ally | 
diſeaſe, as s that a drop or pill of the fame riattire, 
can cure two diſeaſes ſpringing from two dif- 


ferent bauſes d ta _ a froth To any caſes, 
ito many c. can dak. 8 1 ö 
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e in this kingdom, but the paſſions which 
receive t them remain z and the habits. moſt, pre- 
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valent 1 in each country, rocks each thay ſeem 
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Is act, it is e the nature of the human heart 

to be arixious in ſicleneſs, and. the e head to he 

eaſily, Prevailed on, * its rare aten 


for 


"LEFT TER KAI, 9g. 
for that reaſon, in religious countries the diſ- 
eaſed flies to his ſaint for ſafety and protection; 
and in thoſe who have none, to quack medi- 1 
cines; each believes, that one and the other 
has ſome inexplicable power of extirpating their 
grievance, and the believer in univerſal reme- 
dies, is as much a ſuperſtitious devotee, as he 
that confides i in St. Anthony. - 


P RAY, is it more acrodible that st Anthony 
preached to the fiſhes, and that they attended : 
his diſcourſe, than that a miniſter has found a 
way to preach men into the ruin of themſelves 


and poſterity ; zor, that he can conceive it poſli- 
ble to oppoſe the invaſion of an enemy of regu- 
Jar troops, with thoſe who never knew the uſe 
of arms; yet, the latter is true to my certain 

knowledge. 


Ms. Addiſon treats os ich ridicule, the 
. believing that an image of our lady in Iealy 5 
changed the poſition of our Saviour from one 

Am to another, to preſerve it from injury ; ; 
and yet his countrymen have believed as im- 
probable RE. within this laſt year. 


TY 7 
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PT HE "favouters of a girl who had ſworn a 


robbery againſt an old woman, and was after- 
wards convicted of perjury, believed that this 


girl lived a month upon one pound of bread 


and a ſmall pitcher of water, without diminu- 


tion of ſtrength; and that the old woman 


was at one and the ſame time in two different 
places, more than a hundred miles diſtant from 


5 each other; for this muſt be their belief, the old 
woman being proved beyond all contradiction 
to be at that diſtance, at the time when the 


other ſwore that this robbery was committed, 


and the advocates of the girl believed ſhe was 


preſent at the robbery, | 


Pray, what is chere more N in o the Vie 


gin's power of changing poſtures with the child, 
than in an old woman $ being at two places at one 
and the ſame minute ; - or, how are the Italians 
mote ridiculous i in the belief of the firſt, than the 
Engliſh in that of the latter; IJ am convinced, 

that for one italian who believes the ſtory of the 
virgin, there are tuenty Englith who believe this 
of the girl and the old woman, and people of 
a rank where one ſhould not expect ſuch abſurd 
credulity: 


— — p' 
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credulity : indeed the whole nation was divided 
on this ridiculous ſtory of the old woman and 
girl, with as much zeal, as if their whole fate 
depended on it. 


Tus 3 the credulity of a nation may be 
as viſible and eaſily duped, where religion does 
not afford it objects, as where it does; and if 
the church does not find it proper diet, it will 
* it for ztſelf. 


1 HAVE often ſmiled at ths account which 


Dr. Middleton has given, of the conformity be- 
| tween pagan and catholic Rome in matters of 
religion; a diſcovery made long before his time, 
and acknowledged by our writers; it is juſt as 
ingenious as it would be to prove the confor- 
- mity between the functions of the body of thoſe 
men who lived in the time of Numa, and pope 
| Leo ihe, tenth, 


A e 11 LO SOPHER Who knows his proper 
object, does not admire at, or condemn this con- - 
formity, he is convinced that human nature is 
fall the ſame in all countries; that the mind 

were 22 ES actuated 
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4A ted with religion cannot àvdid ewig 
marks of Srätitude, and being pleated with fee. 
ing the object of tlfeir adoratich ferbed With in. 
cenſe, pomp, and ſplendour. To wit purpoſe 
all this fatire againſt votive pieces, lighted tapers, 
burning Perfuntes, and other ceremònies of thi 
_ 'thb minds of theſe pebple are only in- 
cited by gratitude, to actions of adorat ion und de. 
Voötion in "theſe obzects of the "ſenſes; it changes 
not eſſentials in our religion, and thoſe creature: 
are not capable of being led by reaſoning, to 


ie Paths Which conduct ban - 


r 


Ex RY Engliftnan would 1 a philoſopher 
Aid treat mankind as beings influenced by tea- 
ſonable motives only ; than which nothing ſhens 
"x gfeater deficiency in *rue-philsſophy't the ef. 
feet of which is, that the cot mon peœople neglec 
48, and ufnimfluenced by objects of che ſenſes, 

are untouched by any power of religion, and to- 
tally abandoned, as one hour's ramble in the 

Itretts of London Will convirice the kann here 
dulous 


Is at wiſer 4 to ridicule and eſpiſe't the re- 


ſemblances which he has recited in his epiſtle, and 
1 ee 
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leave the populace unreſtrained, than to hold their 
minds ſteady to their duty, by ceremonies which 
can have na ill tendepcy ? As a philoſopher, Dr. 
Middleton muſt have agreed in the latter, and 


as 2 chriſtian be ought ta have | ſaid nqthing, be · 
cauſe he felt no influence from that faith, it may 


be juſtly preſumed from his other works. I am, 
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LETTER, XXIV. 


; 7 the Reverend Father Doux 1c 


MANZ OR I, at Rome. 


5 Dear Sir, 
AM apt to believe from what may be ſeen 
amongſt this people, that the love of riches 


always brings the ruin of a nation with it, not 


by the luxury, which is for the moſt part the 
conſequence of that deſire, but from weaning 


the mind from every other purſuit. 


TE ſouls of thoſe people, who are aQu- 
ated by this paſſion, are eternally feparating 
more and more from the univerſal maſs ; they 
reſemble the ground which cleaves into diſtin 


parts, and becomes ſterile by too much drineſs; 


it is thirſty, and would rob all other parts of 
their native dividend of moiſture. 


Norge 
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N OTHING ſhould be ſo much guarded 
againſt by a legiſlator, as the evil effects of this 
love of money; this nothing can effefually do, 
but an univerſal belief of a future ſtate ; a day 
of anſwering for all crimes by puniſhment, and 
receiving full reward for virtue, = 


Taz iyſtem of every Iegillator muſt be im- 
perfect for ever, without this. , No plan of go- 
vernment, however excellent in preventive and 
penal laws, can anſwer that deſign. Men may 
be guilty of the moſt infamous tranſactions, 
where no part of them can be known, but to 
themſelves, againſt which the fear of corporal 
' puniſhment cannot effectuate any thing, and 
from the ſteady belief of religious obligation 
alone, any effectual check to vice, or impulſe 
to virtue, can be expected. Self- love in this 
tranſient ſtate, muſt be overcome by the ſell⸗ 
love in that of Eternity. Therefore all thoſe 
appear to be drivelers in philoſophy and 
man, who would weaken the influence of the re- 
Wards and puniſhments of another world; can it 


E bo 
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be too much encouraged to virtue, or with- 
held from vice by any motives? and if puniſh- 
ment be not everlaſting, the reward which attends 
virtue cannot be intitled to it, becauſe each 
relating alike to the commiſſion of temporary 
evil, and temporary good, the recompence for 
virtue has no title to eternal rewards, more 
than that of vice to ever-during puniſhment. 
Thus, what the libertine gains by ſuppoſing 
the puniſhment | is not eternal in the other world, 
the pious and devout foul loſes by the thoughts 
of his happineſs being limited in its duration, 
when this life is at an end: at the ſame time, 
motives to virtue are enfeebled on both ſides 
the queſtion, by ſuſtaining, that puniſhment 
hereafter cannot be everlaſting, and the two 
moſt animating paſſions of the human. heart, 
are leſſen'd in their force and operation, _ 
and fear. 
Tu z truth of this is manifeſtly. ſeen in the 
. of all the common . of this * 
on E would be led to imagine, that i it was the 
ayow'd ſcheme of the * in this kingdom, | 
to 


* 
* < 
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to deſtroy all incentive to virtue, or reſtraint 
from vice. Every man that is not of the eſta- 
bliſh'd church, is obliged to take the facrament 
as an oath of his conformity to it, before he can 
accept any office under the government; not 
that they who oblige him, expect he ſhould 
keep it any more, than he intends adhering 


to this moſt ſacred obligation, at the moment 
of hls taking it. 


By this action, the Minds of men being 
robb'd of that uniting principle of integrity, 
which holds them firmly together, are more 
eaſily invaded by all future attacks from the 
ſide of intereſt, and open to corruption ; the firſt 
breach makes way for the inroad of every ſuc- 
ceeding Vice. 


Tax x common people of London, who are 
indeed ſubjected to no powers, but the ſecular, 
are moſt heinous inſtances of the miſchiefs which 
the neglect of religious motives brings on a 
nation. There is at preſent nothing however, 
| impoſſible according to the rules of common 
nature, that numberleſs witneſſes may not be 

i brought 
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brought to ſwear for ſmall ſums of mo- 
ney;; every trial gives inſtances ſhocking to 
human nature, of this contempt of the name of | 


Tz HE regard. paid to money, being the bh 
thing conſider'd as eſſentially good amongſt the : 
greateſt, without regard. to the perfections, or 
excellencies of the mind, it is become a re- 
ceived maxim, that by whatever means riches 
can be obtain'd, poſſeſſion obliterates all ſhame 
belonging to it. 


Tar vs the terrors of another world being 19. 
tally annihilated, the moſt monſtrous crimes are 
every day committed; the effect of the fear 
of death in theſe inſtances is loſt, and that ſtrong 


.4 


reſtraint from evil, ſo natural to human minds, 
the pain of ſhame, is totally eradicated. 


© Waar ſting has death to thoſe who never 

reflect on futurity, and live unhappy lives? 
What puniſhment is ſhame to fouls, which have 
loſt the ſenſe of it. 


Tu 
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Tur two great engines of government. in 
this kingdom, are render'd uſeleſs, religion, 


and the ſenſe of ſhame: to ſo deteſtable a de- 


gree the affair of perjury is arrived, that the 


legiſlator, who ought to make and preſerve 


laws againſt that moſt deſtructive of all evils 


to human ſociety, is the very perſon who bribes 
them to that iniquity ; the very means which 
lead to the obtaining the higheſt honors are pro- 
ſtituting the minds of the electors to the guilt 


of perjury. If miniſters are to anſwer for the 
good they omit doing ; what have thoſe: to an- 
ſwer, who are deſtoying all diſtinction between 
fas and nefas z conſiderations of the higheſt im- 
port to the well-being of mankind. 


THEY exclaim vehemently againſt ruling 
the mind by religious awe, it is all ſuper- 
ſtition and ſlavery; the catholic potentates, 
who keep men to their duty, by the influence 
of prieſts and church-power, are all a ſet of 
moſt. infamous men; it is a tyranny over the 
conſcience, which a free agent ſhould not bear; 


a flagitious practice of ſtripping and deluding 


the 


oC 
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the poor people of their eſſects, and . of 
ere for themſelves. 
i 
TuIs has been the 2 . cry ever ſince 
the revolution; but is it a national goed, or mare 
honeſt and virtuous in à miniſter - tg. deftroy = 
all obligation from religion, and ſetting the king- 
dom looſe from the regards which it owes to 
heaven and earth; putrify the minds of a whole - 
people, by the taint of one univerſal. nn 
and corruption. | 1 


17 in Italy their governors keep mankind 
too ſtrict to their duty, and more in ſubjection 
than they ought; if the fears and hopes of fu- 
turity influence too much, and - ſubject them | 
to their eccleſiaſtical power beyond what nature 
can bear and be eaſy, and liberty is too much 
infringed by reſtraints ; there is yet a million 2 
times more miſchief done in this country, by 
the whole bond of human nature being broken, 
and men encouraged by public bribery, to the 
commiſſion of that Which wre the mind 
entirely. : : 


MS | 5 


Ir 
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4s itewry confi in che * of nn 


ty, what ſecurity can any man have for what 


he. poſſeſſes, or for his own life, when per- 


jury is openly encouraged? Will thoſe who 
are guilty of avow'd and public perjuties, once 
intervening time? Liberty therefore is more 


in — by this nn of nee . 


Power; „ fole -Bifrerice — in ou : the 
vatives of England think that the Italians are 


cajoked: into flavery, and los of their property, 
by prieſts; and here the miniſter buys them 


like oxen in tlie market, to their om flaugh- 


ter. The latter may be br erg _ Ge 
: paar are flaves alike.” 


TI IS, is the preſent pre 4 1 in Eng 
tanks. and from ſuch proceedings, what can 
be expected, but goals fill'd with ſelons; high- 
ways and Public. ſtreets | ſwarming with thieves 
and beggars, and the gallows groaning | beneath 


the crowds of thoſe that are executed : the mi- 
niſters firſt try every way to take off the ef- 


0 , ” © 1 . n = ny # A 
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fects of ſhame, and fear of death, and then won- 
der that men plunder: and are hang'd. 


«i DAY of execution here is attended with 
as much pleaſure; as a ſhew of gladiators' was 
in old Rome; the contempt of death is as much 
applauded by the populace in this action as in 
the other, or ff fic pro patria concidiſſet: It com- 
municates no more terror to the ſpectators, 
than the ſlaughtering a bull. The frequency of 
the celebration of the hanging feaſt, as it is call'd, f 
has made it as little aweful as the ſelling dead 
ſheep in the ſhambles ; the populace bave 
rank d it amongſt the. diſeaſes of life, and chink 
it no more unnatural to die of a rope and an 
executioner, than of a doctor and a fever. f 


"PERHAPS you will be apt to impute mile 
of this cauſe to neglect in the clergy of this 
country 3 ſome there may be, but the cry againſt 
the church. power is ſo great, and the ſin of 
popety ſo readily imputed to thoſe who would 
do their duty this way, by the diſſenters, that 
1 know not, whether they may with "we 
ſer about an innovation of this Kind. 


Nornixc is more amazing to my appre- 
henfion, than that a nation which has ſtruggled 
_ 
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ſo nobly againſt former invaſions of their rights, 


: ſhould now ſo tamely ſee themſelves ſold in | 


their elections of repreſentatives, by the worſt 
and loweſt -of mankind, to him done that is 
only more es 2 | 


DvurinG the laſt elections, inſtead of pre- 
venting the ruin of their country, or lament- 
ing its forlorn condition; the whole attention 
Was taken up about the two tryals, of an old 
beggar- woman, and an infamous young girl. 
It recall'd to my mind the ſtate of the Athe- 


nian people in the time of Demoſthenes, and 


the pictures he has 0 of them in his 1 


pics. e nen 


* 


enn be the event. of. its preſent 


condition, I am not gifted with the art of divi- 


nation, ſufficient to penetrate, but at preſent 


it reſembles thoſe inſects, which are near the 
moment of a new metamorpheſis ; but whe- 
ther an eagle or a moth, a creature that ſhall 
face the ſun, or be doom'd to perpetual dark- 


neſs only, a few years muſt diſcover, as it is at 


this hour it cannot * remain. 


1 am yours moſt affeionately a 
L E T- 


e os 


— .! 
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75 the Nebel, Pather Axor L 0 
Boncaro at Rome. F 


Dkr "I 
IHE various . awhich fill this ne 
reſemble the ark of Noah in every thing 
but one; they are almoſt as numerous as the 
whole race of living things, but ſome of chem 
ſerce ſeem to na pe! Gad's ae. 


i 


12 they wy be red to that cauſe, they 


ſeem rather to ſhew us the excellency of ſome 


by the depravity of others, as vice -exhibits 
virtue in its fulleſt glory, a ſtorm endears the 
hours of ſunſhine, or an earthquake enhances 
the value gene Sap of nature ES 
——— — abs * —_ 3 
the men of pretended reaſon, with a fault, which 
in fact ought to haue been confider'd as an ex- 
cellency by them ; from its promulgation have 
as many different 1 as Philoſophies | 
from 


* 2 
—— — u ⏑ ,,. 
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from that which was calld reaſon; ſhould not 
this analogy have made the enquirers into truth 
and nature, as it is call'd, determine in its 
favour rather than the contrary, and have won 
them to its party, rather than driven them 
to the oppoſite; reſemblance in other things, 
generally creates eſteem where we have liked 


one before: In this however: it makes an "of: 
jection. 3 LEN 39 | CV | EY 5 N , 


Or all hs? opitidad that ent to prevail in 
this nation, that which is reckon'd the moſt ab- 
ſtruſe and deep, is that of fatality, and the 


| moſt readily adapted, for reaſons which may be 
 calily. ſuggeſted. 


Ir I ſhould enter into a thorough diſquiſition 
on this ſubject, it would carry me too far for 
the limits of a letter; beſides, have no other 
intent at preſent than to remark, that there is 
in the human mind, a power of examining, com- 
paring, and combining ideas, which is not in 
machines; and that if all actions ſpring from fata- 
lity, yet there is ſomething in the fatality of 
ne, which is not to be ſeen in the fatality 
Wr P - "> 
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Fee if we ſuppoſe all is mechaniſm and ne- 


ing its own powers, which is not to be found 
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of the other. Otherwiſe there ſeems to be nd 
more excellence in Homer than in a clock; 
the mind pf the firſt from internal ſprings and 
weights, or other material cauſes, as noceſſarily 


points to the thoughts, which combined, make 


ſuch charming pictures to the reader's imagi- 
pation, as the latter does to the hour, and the 


man ſpeaks as mechanically at ſpeaking time, 


as the clock does at the revolution of the hours 
at ſtriking. time; whence do we admire the 


n in one, and not dhe ter * 5 


By * 
— '% — 17 * 


14 — 
— 


_ thisbex true, it Remy clade: that it 6d; 


ceflity, we muſt yet accede to this, that this ma- 
chine has a power of combining, ſeparating, com- 
paring, and diſtingviſhing ideas, and of examin- 


in--thoſe of the human conttivance. This no fa- 
4alift can deny, and aer faculties vill 


probably amount to —— W 
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Tua man ſhould be acquainted with his 


Phe fabric, is a thing that cannot be denied 


| by any one, if he no to — his 1 mo- 
wouy at all. 


Tx 18 tem of fatality chen, tends to make 


man unacquainted with his own powers; it not 


only deſtroys as far as it influences all moral 


and religious motives, but effaces the knowledge 


of ourſelves. Philoſophers in this ſyſtem pro- 


ceed no farther, than that every effect has its 
cauſe, and therefore every thing is neceſſary; 


that as preſcience muſt be an attribute of the 
deity, preſcience includes a certainty of all 


things being determined as they are, or there 
can be no preſcience; therefore a fatality de- 
cides } in all things. Here their philofophy reſts 


conſidering all things as predeſtined , thus grow- = 


ing inactive they ſearch no farther into the com- 


poſition and operation of this machine : does not 
this tend to deſtroy the very knowledge. of hu- 


man kind ? It cannot be denied, I think, that 
we have. A power of examining ourſelves 3 this | 


makes part of fatality then, if all js fatal. 
Pa n 
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er e for once conceive that every fa- 
culty of the mind acts mechanically, as in a 
machine which is kept going by weights and 
ſprings the paſſions are the weights and ſprings 
which put it in motion, reaſon the pendulum, 
which balances and correc̃ts the force of the 
former, and regulates its movements; belides 
theſe, that the ſenſes, faith, imagination, and 
all the large family of the various faculties, have 
their cauſes to put them into action, and that 
there is in ſome minds a power of examining 
all; in this, man differs at leaſt, from the ma- 
chines of man's invention, 


As in the ſtudy of mechanics, the perſon who 
beſt knows the powers of ſprings, weights, 
wheels, and levers, and the reſult which follows 

their combination, will certainly be the moſt 
expert machinic; and he who has never ap- 
plied to this ſtudy will have infinite diffcul- 
ties to ſurmount, in the making the leaſt in- 
ſtrument of a complex nature yet each under 
the ſame Power of neceſlity : : 


So 


LETTER XXV. 213 


So in like manner the philoſopher, tho? a fa- 


taliſt, who intends making any progreſs in the 


knowledge of the human mind, ſhould attempt 
the diſcovering thoſe objects which influence 
and affect every part of it, and not reſt in the 


lazy inattentive ſtate of fatality, without enquir- 


ing into the motives which ſet the different parts 


of this various machine into motion. 


In the conſtruction of watches and clocks, he 


that knows that the elaſticity of ſteel renders it 


fit for making ſprings, that it will re- act after 


being ated upon, that a ſwinging weight will 
_ regulate theſe motions, has gained already two the 
| moſt eſſential parts towards the fabricating theſe 
machines; when he finds alſo, that different 


powers of the ſpring make watches go faſter or 
lower; that length of pendulum influences 
greatly in the motions of a clock, tho? all theſe 
differences are found by experience to be ſo 


many fatalities, yet, after they are known, he 


makes a more certain- uſe of them, than if 
they were not ſo, and applies all theſe proper- 
ties to his own advantage; and tho' influenced 

ESTATES -7 — 
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by neceſſity, has a faculty of . theſe 
powers. | 


I In like manner, a fataliſt, 1 mean a philoſo- 
pher, who knows the mind of man, and how 
it is affected, ſhould apply the motives which 
influence the various faculties of the ſoul z thoſe 
things which act neceſſarily according to his 
ſcheme, on our hopes, fears, and other paſſſons; 
faith ſtiould have its proper objects to direct 
it right; the ſenſes be influenced in like manner, 
operating for the general good; the imagination 
be affected by the dazzle and delight of future 
glory; and laftly, the eſoteric doctrine ſhould 
be that of reaſon, not that limited view of theſe 
- philoſophers at preſent, which excludes, all the 
parts we have already mentioned, ſenſe, faith, paſ- 
ſions and imagination, from their ſyſtem, as if 
they contained nothing true; but that of knowing 
and acknowledging that all things are true, to 
thoſe faculties which apprehend them, and that the 
only right reaſon, is that, which conceiving man 
thus formed, and allowing things to be thus con-' 
ſtituted, goes alor 2 with the ſtream of nature in 
the conduct of the world, acknowledging alktheſe 
_ | patts 


LET TER XXV. 215 


parts to make the whole of man, and enter into 
the reaſon of the univerſe. 


Mane ITY . this x way ould have. 
in its effect, little difference from free-will and 
liberty z perhaps, tho: philoſophers ſee it not in 


this nen this is Spe way nature en; 3 and 


8 


* governing e if be was * inſtructed. 4 
in the knowledge of that fatality ] he pretended to 


underſtand. 


3 man a who truly 1 hs natyre 


of his own exiſtence, would deſtine to every 


part of the ſoul its proper object, and forming 
the exacteſt computation of the powers of all 
the faculties of the mind, not as they ſtand in 
himſelf, but in all nature as far as he could pe- 


netrate, adapt the objects fitted to each percep- 
tion, and proportioned to the degrees of them 
in all nature. To the loweſt . as 


well as the higheſt, that each might find 


object and influence i in governing and — 
ing the actions of mankind, ' 


2 3 FAIT R, 
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w 


Far R, ſo natural to men of all capacities, 


eſpecially the meaneſt, the million, muſt be fixed 


on proper objects; the paſſions animated by par- 
ticular circumſtances, or reſtrained by others 


in the articles of belief; the ſenſes awakened 


and touched by the viſible repreſentations of 
their creed ; the mind induced to conſider highly 
of the power believed in, by pomp and wor- 
ſhip, and tokens of reverence and gratitude ; ; 


the weakneſs of human nature indulged in the 


hopes of a redeemer and mediator, between a 
ſoul ſunk to nothing by its' vices in its own con- 
ſideration, and that being of their worſhip: all 


purity and perfection; ; the imagination warmed 


by the objects of another world, combining the 
whole ſum of mental pleaſures and ſupreme de- 


lights; and laſtly, reaſon ſhould behold all theſe 


right in nature, as wheels, weights, ſprings, 
and their powers are in machines, with no great- 


er proof of the truth of the laſt, than of the 
firſt, experience only; which teaches us that theſe 
are natural to man, without which ſagaciouſly ad- 
juſted, he can no more be governed and go 

a right 
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right, than a clock can meaſure time. Chriſtianity 


certainly embraces the whole ſyſtem of truth to. 
mental nature, neceſſary if the fataliſt pleaſes, pro- 
ceeding from the will of God, in the opinion of 
thoſe who acknowledge a free- will; but in both 
manners of conſidering it, equally true with all 
other things, and equally adapted to our well- 
being, as rain and ſunſhine to fruit and flowers. 


Tuus, Sir, I have been led I know not how 


into this metaphyſical reſearch, to ſhew you that 
the ſyſtem of fatality, as it is generally received, 


tends to deſtroy the knowledge of men, and 
would effect it, if even neceſſity in all the facyl- 
ties did not lay claim to its right; fatality in the 
hands of a man of genius would then be directed 
much to the ſame purpoſes, with thoſe of a man 
who acknowledged the doctrine of free- will: 
let me tell you, that the philoſophers of Eng- 
land are extremely deficient in this ſyſtem; they 
allow that all exiſts from neceſſity, and yet, that 
religion is a falſe and deſtructive inſtitution, 


when this muſt have the ſame title to be right 
and true, with all the moſt favourite truths of 


their reaſon and ſyſtem; its ſpringing from ſome 
cauſe 


r 
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cauſe which is neceſſary, and it has always 
made part of the ſyſtem of nature and govern- 
ment of men; thus, their philoſophy and ne- 
glect of their religion, tend alike at preſent to 
| the ruin of national government, -I * 


= . * 
Tour 1 et, i 
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| Madan, | 


"HAT you have been told with h reſpet 
to the Engliſh ladies, and women in ge- 


neral, is true; they have an external neatneſs in 
their dreſs, which is to be ſeen in no other na- 


tion upon earth; that part of apparel which 
is called an apron, unknown to your oountry, 


and which I know no way of deſcribing to you, 


but by referring you, like a nrathematician to his 


diagram, to that little may —_ which I ſend 
you with this, by Mr..— . This figure is 
dreſt in the night-gown of Kaglind which be- 


ing often white, handkerchiefs and caps, as you 


will ſee, all of the ſame hue, give an air of clean- 
neſs beyond imagination, 


. 
3 * 


Tris dreſs, with their hats on in the public 
walks, communicates to a ſtranger the moſt 
85 PROG ſenſation, a kind of paſtoral delight, Fl 


ſcene 
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ſcene of old Arcadia, or like ſome of Watteau 8 
. in the rural kind. 


* 


. Paris the women have quite another air in 

their motions, looks, dreſs, and behaviour, t they 
impart a grace of a very ſuperior nature, ſuch 
as becomes perſons of the higheſt rank in the 
ſpecies; in London, the women of quality have 
much of the ſnepherdeſs mein, or rather inclin- 
ing to ſomething leſs modeſt, the nymphs of 
the town; this air I preſume theſe ladies affect 

for a moral purpoſe, that by this artifice all 
kinds of characters in women looking alike, the 
men ſhall be afraid to accoſt any of them, leſt 
peradventure, they ſhould. meet a virtuous wo- 
man and be rejected with contempt. Thus the 
dames of avowed pleaſure are prevented from 
exerting all their miſchief, by being mixt with 
and undiſtinguiſhable from thoſe of profeſſed vir- 
tue, as the ſame quantity of poiſon diffuſed 
thro? a large maſs of matter, is leſs likely to 
kill, than in its unmixed ſtate; or, wine leſs apt 
to intoxicate when it is diffuſed in water, than 
when taken alone ; this policy you muſt allow 
to be admirable in favour of virtue and chaſtity, 
amongſt the ladies of England, 
=, — —— "ITE 


5 | Ce 
* p WES We” 71 * "bs * 24 4 _ . | # ; | $ 
| ] 1 E bs [ 4 I 4 E i R . XX V I. 221 


Yz = I am afraid, madam; that i in Fry the "2 

ſame objection lies againſt the ladies of London, | [ 

that they ſay lies againſt the religion of the Iti- . 

lians ; the external ſhow and parade miay be 

* greater, but the parts concealed are more ne- 
sleckes, than i in the regions of Italy. 


' 
Aman of my character and Enel: muſt 


be ſuppoſed t to ſpeak all this from hearſay only, 
and not knowledge; and 1 aſſure you, the gen- 
tlemen who have viſited the kingdoms on the 
the other ſide of the Alps, tell me, chat the 
hidden corners are kept cleaner by our ladies, 
than by thoſe of England, and internal purity 
makes ample amends for external appearance. = 


_— 
-& 


— 
+ : > : r 9 


Tris I think, is but reaſonable in | thoſe 
ladies, if they were as elegantly neat beneath 
as above, they would like ſo many Calypſos 

charm all mankind, and confine them to this 
illand; but they are moderate in their deſires, 
and cheriſh ſome hidden diſguſt o on purpoſe not 
to diſpeople « other realms, or, at leaſt, make them 


all ſo many nations of Amazons without a man 
amongſt them. 


THE 


Tux perſons of. Engliſh women are certainly 
very fine, their complexions, ſhapes, and pro- 
| _ portions very pleaſing and attractive z yet they | 
are extremely deficient, not only in that which 
T have already. mentioned, but in another inter- 
nal conſideration ; they S nat give their minds 
all that beauty, which grace adds to ſentiment, 
and are infinitely leſs pleaſing in converſation, 
than the ladies of Italy or France. 


Tuv 85 tho! they eafily captivate, their chains 
are too feeble to hold their captives long in de- 
pendance ; they think of no more than the mo- 
ments of delight, and leave the hours of indif- 
ference unprovided for, that is, they decorate 
their . and neglect their underſtandings. 


2 uu T it happens, that as nollzfon has 
4 ſtript the veil, which love throws over all parts 
of its objects, unleſs thoſe deſtined far the eye 3 
a new ſcene appears, and all the undiſcovered 
parts of perſon, in mind and diſpoſition, now 
put into the oppoſite ſale, weigh down the 
former, which A* gold. becomes lighter by 

a Tr. 
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Ix.is to this neglect in England alſo, that the 
ladies of France and Italy find ſuch praiſes in the 
mouths of Engliſh trayellers; indeed it is owing 
io a falſe notion in this nation, of ſuppoſing wo- 
men unfit for converſation, that it has ſo long pre- 


vailed; whereas, in truth, their underſtandings 


are as good as thoſe of the ladies of any nation, 
and the — as SE of all * 


cher faculties . cf 


7 HE » chief ** that women are leſs eſteem- 


ed here than in France, is, that the n 


their company 5 from ſchool they 80 co * uni- 
rlities, the law, or phyſic, anch are under the 


dition of men till. three or four and twenty; 


whereas, a young: gentleman. in France cotues 


from the college at thirteen or fourteen, and is 


immediately delivered over to the care and ſu- 
perintendency of ſome woman of quality, prac- 


ale in the n d. men, and rn 


* 


rt * he one china RL 
— — | Joung gentleman, for the ſu- 


preme 


— 


— 
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preme art and myſteries of love; he is inſtruted 
in all the falacies and deceits of women; the 
artifices and devices of men; the whole attack 


and defence of the ſex; when being accom 


pliſh'd, he is let looſe, not to make war, but 
love, on the females of Paris. TO 


$ T : | 72 - 0 ' ' 
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eb Rae this n it is that POR ee, 


France always think ladies the moſt deſireable 
companions for converſation, and the women 


are ſtill inſtructed by teaching, as preceptots 


* | "ok 


* — b 
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A WOM AN in England i the momentary 
toy of paſſion. © In France the companion, in 


the hours of reaſon and converſation, as well 


as in thoſe of love; the ſentimental makes the 
greateſt part of the delight: a female of France 


would bluſh at the gothic joys which an En- 
| gliſhman only thinks of, and Pretend at m to 


Wo arms and converſation.” „ eee 


* 
— 5 oed 
* 
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Ix truth, "hey aur the void of love with 
much art; and if they do not foſter a genuine 
mn o ſu pport an artificial one ſo per- 
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fectly, that all ſeems eaſy and natural. A wo- 
man in England, in general, ſcorns diſguiſe; ſhe | 
will have the whole heart, or nothing ; and deteſts 
che ghoſt of a lover, as every thing is call'd 
but fleſh and blood. Indeed the moſt polite 
men and their wives have learnt to be civil 
of late, without caring ſix-pence for each other, 
To recompence the loſs of theſe qualities, how- 
ever amiable, it muſt be avow'd that virtue 
is the due praiſe of Engliſh wives; and were 
the men half ſo ſteady to their country's good, 
as their ladies are to their honor, no nation 
could, boaſt more illuſtrious natives, 


Wi rnour doubt there are fewer corrupt mare by 
ried woman in this nation, than in any in Europe 
where women have ſo much liberty; and huſ- 
bands have juſtly more reliance on them, than 
in any other country. Confidence creates ho- 
nor, and the liberty of chooſing thoſe they love 
has preſerved their virtue; but the time ap- 
proaches, and the law is talk' d of, which muſt 
in ſome time bring them on a level in levity 
with other women of Europe: A is determin- 
"ah that neither honor in man, nor virtue in 
Fat. I. 8 woman, 
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woman, ſhall be longer encouraged i in this iſle ; 
that ſince the naturalization. of the off. caſt of 
all nations cannot take place at preſent, the 
expulſion of every virtue may, in order to pave 


the road for that glorious deſign. | In all pro- 


bability, madam, a few years, if a law which 


their choices, ſhould be paſs'd, the Engliſh la- 
dies may be as · remarkable for having as much 
cleanlineſs, and as little chaſtity, as thoſe of 
Italy or N other country. 


Tn E IR mme and intrigues may make 
them as ſentimental, and refined, as either the 
French or Italians; and the loſs of one virtue, 
(indeed it is a capital one) be amply recom- 
penced by the acquiſition of five hundred hypo- 
criſies. This! is a thing to be dreaded by the wo- 
men of all other nations: if beauty makes the 
females of England already a formidable rival 
to the French power in that particular, in oppo- 


ſition to internal cleanlineſs, ſpirit of converſation, 
cajoling, and intrigue; what will it effect when 


| & has acquired all theſe powerful additions? 
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Teſtrains young people from being wedded to 
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| 1 TREMBLE' for ths ee wilt . be. 

lieve, that this which appears a deſign of ex- 
tirpating female virtue, is in truth a deep- laid 
ſcheme to conquer the French in their ow 


way, and declaring a new a of war, where 
the n are ae 


10 4 A 8 light do vulgar eyes be- 
hold things ! how often are miniſters calum- 
niated by the tongue of malice and maledic- 
tion! what can ſhew the genius of a ſtateſ- 
man to fo much advantage, as this ſingle ſtroke in 
policy, if it takes place ? ? where, after having ex- 
hauſted the nation's treaſure fruitleſsly i in war, and 
mortgaged its honeſt inhabitants to public plun- 
derers, he diſcovers. a new way of raiſing the re- 
putation of his country, by aboliſhing all female 
honor as much as he can, on purpoſe to oppoſe 
the gallantries, intrigues, and adulteries of this 
nation, againſt thoſe of France, and thus beat 
them at their own weapons in a new kind of war. 
I am told, by this he expects to be as much 
famed for ſpreading the powers of vice every 
where, and conquering the virtues of both ſexes, 


2.2 as 


o 
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as the Duke of Marlborough was renown'd for 
ſubduing the enemies of the crown of England. 
Alas! I tremble for the grand monarch. I am, 


Madam, 
Your moſt obedient, © | 
and moſt humble ſervant. 
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